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 Minister: Rev Simon J Carver, MA, BSc, - simoncarver@btinternet.com 
  

Church Secretary: Chris Penn 
  

Finance Deacon: Trevor Oakley 
  

Property: Ray Saunders  
  

Site Manager and Caretaker: David Hobbs  

Cross Street: 01727 846891  
  
Bookings: bookings@dsbc.org.uk/01727 844348 
  
  

Charity Registration Number: 1127791 

JULY SERVICES 

  10.30am and Podcast 

July 3rd 

Peace be with you 
Luke 10:1-11,16-20 

Communion 
 

July 10th 
Choose life 

Deuteronomy 30:1-20 
 

July 17th 
Carpe diem 

Luke 10.38-42 
 

July 24th 
Dealing with God 
Genesis 18:20-33 

 

July 31st 

The theology of 
Marie Kondo 

Luke 12:13-21 
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  10.30am and Podcast 

August 7th 

Being Woke 
Luke 12.32-40 

Communion 
 

August 14th 
Set Free 

Luke 13.10-17 
 

August 21st The Revd Ruth Bottoms 
 

August 28th 

Bob Little 
Marshalswick Baptist 

Free Church 
 

AUGUST SERVICES 
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Dear Friends, 
 
I’m writing these notes just a day after returning 
from our break in Scotland and while it’s still 
fresh in my mind. Although we were only away 
for 8 days, our holiday had 3 distinct parts. We 
spent the first weekend in the city of Glasgow 
where I conducted the wedding of Chris and 
Svenja. We then took two ferries to reach the island of Iona, 
where we spent the next few days. The last stop was another 
city, Dundee, much of which has now been renovated and has 
become quite a tourist destination. 
 
On the way home we were listening to the radio and heard a 
short segment about the appeal of astrology for young people. 
It’s not something that I’ve taken seriously and while I know 
that I’m a Virgo, I don’t really know what that means and I don’t 
know the star signs of my family members. It seems to me to 
be a little odd to think that the world’s population can be divid-
ed into just twelve groups with everyone in the group undergo-
ing the same experiences each day.  
 
One of the interesting points made in the short piece on the ra-
dio was the reasons given for why astrology might appeal to 
young people. This was that it offers people a sense of their 
place in an unimaginably large universe, but also that it offers a 
notion of something spiritual, but non-religious. 
 
Christianity is both spiritual and religious, but I wonder whether 
there might be a way to rediscover Christianity’s roots that 
might make it appear less religious and more spiritual. And this 
is where the first and second parts of our Scottish trip might 
offer some insight. 
 
I mentioned last month that the wedding in Glasgow involved a 
hand-fasting ceremony. This can either be a part of a modern 
marriage ceremony or – as in the past – the only ceremony.  
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Rediscovering Celtic roots has been important in Scotland for the 
last fifty years and you’ll not go to many Scottish weddings with-
out finding at least one of the men there wearing a kilt. Hand-
fasting has attracted the interest of people who are embracing 
their Celtic roots, but I suspect that its new popularity has come 
from a desire to wrest marriage away from both church and state. 
And so to Iona … 
  
The original monastery was built by St Columba in the 6th centu-
ry, 100 years before the Christianity practised by the Celts of 
Scotland  and Ireland – Columba’s homeland – was absorbed into 
Roman Catholicism. 
 
Throughout the year, groups of people – young and old – come to 
Iona Abbey to experience living in community. While we were on 
the island we attended two services, one of which was led by a 
young woman who was experiencing community life at the Abbey. 
Her experience would have been very different from the monks 
who joined Columba more than 1300 years ago, but young people 
today are still looking for something that gives life meaning. Some 
might look to astrology, but it is important that the Church contin-
ues to be a welcoming and nourishing place, just as were the 
monasteries that date back so many years. 
 
Best wishes 
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Tea+Chat+Prayer 
 

These are informal gatherings in the homes of church 
members where we have a social time that ends with a 
pray for any pastoral needs mentioned. All are welcome 
to come and transport is available if needed – please ask 
me if you need help. 
 
The next session will be at the home of Mike and Julia 
Plant on Tuesday 12th July. 
 
The following session will be on Tuesday 9th August at 
a venue to be confirmed. 
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Sunday Ministry for Young People 
  
  

Music, Crafts and Games  17th July 
  
  
Please make a note of this dates and if you 
have children or grandchildren, bring them 
along. They’ll have fun and be very welcome! 
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The Cross Street Café  
at Dagnall Street Baptist Church 

 
is looking to appoint a 

 
Manager/Assistant Manager 
for its busy community café  

 
The Café is open from  

10.00am-2.00pm, Wednesday-Saturday 
 

The daily shift is 9.00am-3.00pm and the number of shifts 
worked per week is negotiable. 

Duties include:  
Welcoming customers 

Preparing food and hot drinks 
Waiting at tables 

Cleaning and washing up 
 

This position would suit someone who enjoys engaging 
with customers within the community. 

 
For further information please email 

simon@dsbc.org.uk 
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SSccrraabbbbllee  CClluubb  

DSBC Scrabble Club is on the second and third Tues-
day of the month from 14:30 to 16:30.  
 
So the next meetings will be on the following dates: 
 
• July 5th and 19th 
• August 2nd and 16th 

 
All are welcome. 
 
So come along to the Cross Street Centre and give it a 
try. 
 
Speak to me for further information. 

CCoolliinn  OOwweenn  
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SATURDAY 
9th July 

10am –12pm 
In 

The Lower Hall 
for  

Dad’s. granddad’s and uncles 
with under 5’s 

 
THERE WILL BE NO  
SESSION DURING 

AUGUST 
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TODDLERS  
  

The Toddlers Group is now closed  
for the summer 

and 
will reopen on  

Wednesday, 14th September 
at 9.45am 
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PASTORAL TEAM 
  
The Minister, Simon, and members of the Pastoral Team 
are always happy to make appointments to visit, talk or 
pray with you. This can take place in your home, at Cross 
Street or at our homes at your convenience and at mutu-
ally convenient times. 
  
Marjorie Jones (01727 422930), Jill Potter (07779 
797928), Emma Johnson (07974 161535, Liz Blight 
(07884 431051), and Alison Ashmore (01727 867335), 
are also active members of the Pastoral Team. 
  
Simon and the team hope you will notify them of anybody 
who you think may be ill, lonely or who needs help. 
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PASTORAL NEWS 
 

At the time of writing we seem to have come to the end of our 
brief tropical Summer and reverted to our default weather sys-
tem of changeable with showers.  Even if it has been a bit too 
hot for some, June is a lovely month and the weather seems to 
have given us a wonderful display of roses, everywhere.  It really 
lifts our hearts to enjoy all the beauty and we can thank God for 
the wonder of his creation. 
 
We are thankful too for the good times we have enjoyed togeth-
er in the past weeks—the fact that we have four new members 
after the Baptism service at the end of last month and the Jubi-
lee and Cross Street opening over the holiday to produce great 
cream teas.  Also Sunday Tea in the Café with the talk by our 
BMS friends, the Vokhuls, about their work in Nepal. 
 
Although a lot of happiness and laughter is shared, there are still 
friends and members with ongoing concerns and we do need to 
remember in prayer our youngsters who are still struggling 
through exams, even in the extreme heat, and indeed young 
people everywhere.. 
 
Those who would value our prayers as they have ongoing con-
cerns, or are awaiting treatment or tests and results: 
 
Olly and Brian Branch, Jo Foster, Sue Owen, Jack and Brenda 
Passmore, Tom and Velma, Tim and Katie Wright, Sandra Car-
penter, Eddie and Naomi Distill, Muriel and Kai, Julia and Mike 
Plant, John and Carol Macey, Krisztina Schreiner, Linda Wil-
liams and Birgitta Birchall. 
 
We also remember Cross Street and the team and all who value 
the welcome and food which is found there. 
 
Some of our number are now on holiday and we pray that they 
may return healthy and rested.   
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By the time you read the magazine, Midsummer will have 
passed and the nights getting shorter!  Hopefully we shall still 
have summary weather. 
 

O, Lord...Beneath the shadow of Thy wings, let my soul 
take refuge from the crowding turmoil of worldly thoughts 

and find peace in You. 
 

(St Augustine) 
 

MMaarrjjoorriiee  JJoonneess  
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THE VINEYARD 

The Vineyard Bridge Project is helping people get back on 
their feet with their ‘members shop’ and is also offering emer-
gency food parcels.  They have links with the Trussell Trust 
who run national Foodbanks of which St Albans and District 
Foodbank is one. 

Their shopping lists are different and can be accessed online.  
Also both websites have facilities to donate on line. 

This is what we propose—we can still collect donated items 
from you or you can bring them to church or there are collec-
tion baskets at most supermarkets. 

We will then sort and deliver them in the week  - or just label 
the bag as to where you want it to go. 

This is the link to the latest shopping list: 

https://stalbansdistrict.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/ 

Once again many thanks for your continued support. 
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 MMAANNIIPPUURR  SSUUMMMMEERR    
BBAARRBBEECCUUEE  

SSaattuurrddaayy  99  JJuullyy  ffrroomm  1122  nnoooonn  

  
iinn  KKaaii  aanndd  MMuurriieell’’ss  ggaarrddeenn                                                                                                    

1122  WWoorrcceesstteerr  RRooaadd  HHaattffiieelldd  AALL1100  00DDXX  
 
 

DDoo  ccoommee  aanndd  jjooiinn  uuss  wwhhaatteevveerr  tthhee  wweeaatthheerr  ––  
wwee  wwoouulldd  lloovvee  ttoo  sseeee  yyoouu  aanndd  wwoouulldd  aallssoo  vvaalluuee  

yyoouurr  ssuuppppoorrtt      
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1122  WWoorrcceesstteerr  RRooaadd  HHaattffiieelldd  AALL1100  00DDXX  
 
 

DDoo  ccoommee  aanndd  jjooiinn  uuss  wwhhaatteevveerr  tthhee  wweeaatthheerr  ––  
wwee  wwoouulldd  lloovvee  ttoo  sseeee  yyoouu  aanndd  wwoouulldd  aallssoo  vvaalluuee  

yyoouurr  ssuuppppoorrtt      
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Dear Dagnall Street Baptish Church 
 

We’re going on furlough trip to Argentina and Brazil, over the 
summer, for the first time in 7 years (July/August 2022).  

Please, we would like to ask for your prayers for protection 
and financial provision as we are going to be travelling quite 

a long itinerary in between our two home countries, visiting 
family, friends and church supporters. 

 
We appreciate your prayers! 

 
                                        Thank you 
 
                                 The Pinheiro Family 
 

David, Vera and Daniel 
 

Missionaries in YWAM (Youth With a Mission 
6 Highfield Oval 

Harpenden 
AL5 4BX 

 
David and Vera sent a picture with this piece but I was unable 
to download it.  On their return I’m sure they will have lots of 

pictures to share. 
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 THE PATENT RUG CONSTRICTOR 
 

Do you sometimes struggle, against the world alone, 
while everything around you is grey and cold as stone 

 
Perhaps you’ve tried your hardest, things haven’t gone your 

way, 
you want to put behind you a long and busy day 

 
You may need reassurance for the challenges you face 
You want to be enveloped in a soft and warm embrace 

 
The patent rug constrictor is with you all the way 
It’s such amazing value so get yours now today 

 
It comes in several sizes and lots of vibrant shades, 

We promise to replace it, if it fades 
 

It fits across your shoulders, drapes neatly down each side, 
options and instruction are set out in our guide 

 
It’s technically a marvel, the special microchip 

will draw the rug in tighter if it starts to slip 
 

The smart electric gripper will gently start to squeeze 
Giving firm protection right down to your knees 

 
And if you have it round you in the middle of the night 

You’ll find that it enfolds you and pinions you quite tight 
 

Escape is not an option however hard you try 
You’ll maybe need assistance from anyone nearby 

 
And if you’re in extremis perhaps the fire brigade (rescue slide) 

Can cut through all the layers so a rescue can be made 
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Yes it needs refining, but one thing you’ll be sure 
There’s no more need to worry for you will be secure! 

 
MMeeggaann  TThhoommppssoonn  

22002222  
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 Church Meeting Update 
 

BU President Nomination 2023/24: 
Our nominee, Revd Tim Presswood, poet, climber, not particu-
larly proficient guitarist, and someone who has spent the past 30 
years re-inventing the church in one of the most deprived inner-
city communities in the country, Openshaw, east Manchester, 
and team leader of the North Western Baptist Association, has 
been accepted by the Baptist Union as President for 2023/24.  
His video on the Baptist Union website was recommended. 
 
Finance: 
Our finances are broadly on target; preparation of accounts for 
F/Y 2021 are well underway, and we are grateful for a donation 
of £10K from the sale of the Leavesden Road, Watford, Baptist 
Church manse.  
 
Ministry: 
A membership report on Alex McKay was approved at the May 
meeting and he, together with Ian Pearce, Tomi Odesola and 
Theresa Knobloch, were baptised on 29th May.  The occasion 
was memorable for a number of reasons not least of which was 
that it was the first time for many years that 4 candidates have 
together, confessed their faith through baptism at Dagnall Street.   
It was the first time we have used a new portable baptistery and 
we are indebted to the Property team, led by Ray Saunders, for 
facilitating the project.  Particular thanks should go to Richard 
who carried out much of the work behind the scenes, including 
preparation of a load spreading platform across the Choir to en-
sure that the considerable water load was safely distributed.   
 
Our thanks also to Julie Littlemore, former property chair, who 
provided the necessary technical input.  And for anyone puzzled 
as to why we didn’t use the 1885 baptistery which has served us 
well for almost 137 years, it’s leakage had increased to an unac-
ceptable degree and the estimated cost of investigation and re-
pair far exceeded the alternative. 
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Ian and Alex were received into membership at the communion 
service on Sunday 5th June and membership reports on Tomi, 
Theresa and Davide Piciulo, will be received at the 5th July church 
members meeting. 
  
Cross Street: 
At the May church meeting we heard that café takings were up 
and that it was fulfilling a very positive role in providing a venue 
for regular groups and individuals.  The number of volunteers has 
reduced and there is a need for more now to come forward.  The 
search for new Manager/Assistant Manager continues.  

  
CChhrriiss  PPeennnn  
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 Mission News 
Baptist Union Prayer Diary  

July 2022 
 

3rd July:  The Baptist World Alliance Annual Gathering is this 
week in Birmingham, Alabama.  Please pray for our Baptist sis-
ters and brothers as they meet to pray, fellowship, learn, and 
plan together. www.baptistworld.org 
 
10th July:  This week please pray for the South West Baptist 
Association as they seek to support, encourage and enable the 
90 churches in the South West to tell people the good news 
that Jesus changes lives. www.swbaptists.org.uk 
 
17th July:  Baptist Colleges prepare women and men for pasto-
ral and missional leadership: they train the next generation of 
accredited Baptist ministers and pioneers; they enable those 
wishing to specialise in chaplaincy, evangelism, counselling, 
pastoral supervision and children’s, youth and families; they 
provide a broad range of courses to enhance the skills of local 
church leaders; and they facilitate theological learning at every 
level from beginners’ studies to doctorates.  Please pray for the 
staff and students at our Baptist Colleges. www.baptist.org.uk/
colleges 

24th July:  This week we pray for the Ministries Team, who 
support all forms of recognised and accredited ministry 
amongst our churches, as well as providing guidance and ad-
vice on ministry-related matters. www.baptist.org.uk/ministries 

31st July:  The Yorkshire Baptist Association is called to grow 
healthy churches that are dependent upon God, intentional 
about discipleship, active in mission and committed to the 
transformation of society and the world. Please pray for the 
staff team as they seek to support and encourage the 100 
churches in their area. www.yba.org.uk  
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Baptists Together   
Annual Review 2021 

 
If you’re interested in reading about what Baptists throughout Great 
Britain have been doing, then the recently published 2021 Annual 
Review of the Baptist Union of Great Britain will be of interest. 
With contributions from churches, regional associations and colleg-
es that make up Baptists Together and staff from the specialist 
teams based at Baptist House, the review covers a wide, overarch-
ing insight into the work God is doing across the Baptist movement. 
As well as information about finance, structure and governance, 
there are also articles about ‘Embracing Adventure’, ‘Developing 
Leadership’, ‘Children, Young People and Families’, ‘Digital Evolu-
tion’, and ‘Young Adults’. 
 
I have some hard copies available, on the Cross Street Carousel, 
and you can also find the document on the Baptists Together web-
site: www.baptist.org.uk/annualreport  
 
CChhrriiss  PPeennnn  
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         Church in the Café  
     1st Sunday in the month  
                  4pm 

 
Our first Church in the Café, since lockdown, was 5th June when 
we welcomed our BMS church partners the Vokuhl family on the 
first day of their current home assignment.  It was a delight to wel-
come them back to Dagnall Street after nearly 3 years since we 
last saw them, and they gave us an informative and moving ac-
count of life and their work in Nepal.  You can read their latest 
prayer letter elsewhere in this magazine, and if you weren’t able 
to join us, then you missed a very impressive presentation from 
the whole family.  We wish Toby, Pippa, Jakey, Ella and Millie 
every blessing as they continue their visits to churches during the 
next few weeks before returning to Kathmandu.  
 
3rd July - we will be welcoming a speaker from Unlock, the charity 
which organises the annual London sponsored walk which DSBC 
has been supporting for many years.  Unlock is 50 years old this 
year and is a non-denominational Christian charity which exists to 
support churches of any denomination in responding to the oppor-
tunities and challenges in their areas.  They are especially con-
cerned with facilitating Bible engagement within ‘traditional tab-
loid’ (‘non-book’, ‘oral learners’, or ‘text-shy’) cultures. 
 
4th September - will be an opportunity to review the work of the 
BMS Birthday Scheme, and maybe even to recruit new members!  
We will learn how birthday gifts through BMS are having a huge 
impact, saving and transforming lives in countries across the 
world.  We will also be hearing about the recent Satmine Theatre 
Company Schools Tour which took place in many local Primary 
Schools and was organised by local group ‘chips’ (Christian input 
for Primary Schools.)  The tour takes place every 2 years and is 
sponsored by local individuals and churches, including DSBC.   
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2nd October - we are hoping to hear about work of YWAM from 
our friends David and Vera Pineiro.  Youth With A Mission is a 
global movement of Christians from many cultures, age groups 
and Christian traditions, dedicated to serving Jesus throughout 
the world. 
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Churches Together in St Albans 
PRAYER WALK  

Sunday 18th September 2pm 
 

CTSA are holding their annual Prayer Walk on Sunday 18th Sep-
tember starting at 2pm at St Alban & St Stephen Beaconsfield 
Road, with prayer stops at Trinity URC, Marlborough Road Meth-
odist, Salvation Army in Victoria Street, St Peter’s, Dagnall Street 
and St Michael’s.  After a short break in Verulamium park the 2.8 
mile walk concludes in the Cathedral with prayer at the Shrine of 
St Alban prior to 6pm Evensong.  
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Unlock Walk  
Thankyou 

 
We recently received this acknowledgement from Jenny Blake of 
Unlock, following their London sponsored walk in April, which a 
group from DSBC took part in: 
 
“Thank you for your church’s support during this year’s Lon-
don Walk.  The sponsorship raised and other donations re-
ceived are very much appreciated and have helped to:  
 
• Develop current projects in Rotherham, Cardiff, Sunder-

land and Hull. 
• Develop partnerships with other agencies, which will ex-

tend Unlock’s reach and frontline impact. 
• Begin developing Unlock local projects in other cities, 

e.g. Blackpool, Lowestoft, Plymouth and Middlesbrough. 
• Provide Unlock training to other agencies working in de-

prived urban areas.  
 
We rely on the walk to generate around 50% of our running 
costs each year, so your support is crucial to the work we do 
in deprived urban areas in the UK.   
 
We look forward to seeing you at our next walk on 22nd April 
2023!  Once again, thank you for all your support.” 

31 

                                       July/August 2022 

 

 

Unlock Walk  
Thankyou 

 
We recently received this acknowledgement from Jenny Blake of 
Unlock, following their London sponsored walk in April, which a 
group from DSBC took part in: 
 
“Thank you for your church’s support during this year’s Lon-
don Walk.  The sponsorship raised and other donations re-
ceived are very much appreciated and have helped to:  
 
• Develop current projects in Rotherham, Cardiff, Sunder-

land and Hull. 
• Develop partnerships with other agencies, which will ex-

tend Unlock’s reach and frontline impact. 
• Begin developing Unlock local projects in other cities, 

e.g. Blackpool, Lowestoft, Plymouth and Middlesbrough. 
• Provide Unlock training to other agencies working in de-

prived urban areas.  
 
We rely on the walk to generate around 50% of our running 
costs each year, so your support is crucial to the work we do 
in deprived urban areas in the UK.   
 
We look forward to seeing you at our next walk on 22nd April 
2023!  Once again, thank you for all your support.” 

31 

                                       July/August 2022 

 

 

Unlock Walk  
Thankyou 

 
We recently received this acknowledgement from Jenny Blake of 
Unlock, following their London sponsored walk in April, which a 
group from DSBC took part in: 
 
“Thank you for your church’s support during this year’s Lon-
don Walk.  The sponsorship raised and other donations re-
ceived are very much appreciated and have helped to:  
 
• Develop current projects in Rotherham, Cardiff, Sunder-

land and Hull. 
• Develop partnerships with other agencies, which will ex-

tend Unlock’s reach and frontline impact. 
• Begin developing Unlock local projects in other cities, 

e.g. Blackpool, Lowestoft, Plymouth and Middlesbrough. 
• Provide Unlock training to other agencies working in de-

prived urban areas.  
 
We rely on the walk to generate around 50% of our running 
costs each year, so your support is crucial to the work we do 
in deprived urban areas in the UK.   
 
We look forward to seeing you at our next walk on 22nd April 
2023!  Once again, thank you for all your support.” 

31 

                                       July/August 2022 

 

 

Unlock Walk  
Thankyou 

 
We recently received this acknowledgement from Jenny Blake of 
Unlock, following their London sponsored walk in April, which a 
group from DSBC took part in: 
 
“Thank you for your church’s support during this year’s Lon-
don Walk.  The sponsorship raised and other donations re-
ceived are very much appreciated and have helped to:  
 
• Develop current projects in Rotherham, Cardiff, Sunder-

land and Hull. 
• Develop partnerships with other agencies, which will ex-

tend Unlock’s reach and frontline impact. 
• Begin developing Unlock local projects in other cities, 

e.g. Blackpool, Lowestoft, Plymouth and Middlesbrough. 
• Provide Unlock training to other agencies working in de-

prived urban areas.  
 
We rely on the walk to generate around 50% of our running 
costs each year, so your support is crucial to the work we do 
in deprived urban areas in the UK.   
 
We look forward to seeing you at our next walk on 22nd April 
2023!  Once again, thank you for all your support.” 
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Quorum Concert  
Saturday Evening 16th July 

 
A reminder that Quorum will be staging their concert in support of 
Christian Aid on Saturday evening, 6th July, in the church. 
 
CChhrriiss  PPeennnn  
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Refugees 
  

Check the CTSA web page   ctstalbans.org.uk/
refugees for details on how you can help refu-
gees.  This page marshals information from the key 
agencies.  In particular, check out about Noke 
Bikes: there are 120 refugees living at the Noke Hotel, 
Chiswell Green. They can't afford bus fares, but would 
love to ride bikes. We are sourcing 10 second hand 
bikes, hi-vis jackets, helmets and locks with keys. Can 
you support us by maintaining the bikes or teaching 
safe cycling? Or do you have spare bikes or equipment 
that we could use? Please contact Teresa Clarke, 
01727 855026 or clarkefamily2004@yahoo.co.uk 
  
Peter Berners-Lee 
Convener, Churches Together in St Albans 
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Spare Rooms There are currently over a million refugees 
from Ukraine and this number is likely to multiply.  If the UK 
takes in, say 200,000 refugees then St Albans should be taking 
in hundreds.  As many may come in to Luton Airport, we are in a 
key position.  Do you have a spare room that is available for at 
least 6 months? The government has launched it’s Homes for 
Ukraine website. 

Everyone applying to the UK Government to sponsor a person 
or family will need to name the people they would like to wel-
come. If you do not know someone looking for safe-
ty, Reset, who are the UK’s Community Sponsorship learning 
hub, will be providing a matching system that will be in place to 
carefully introduce you to someone who you may be able to wel-
come 

Teaching English Speaking English can  key to refugees 
prospects.  Your church could help with conversational English, 
or you may be able to help at another church.  Watch this 
space. 

Other Organizations StAR St Albans for Refugees a regis-
tered charity aimed at helping refugees in St Albans 

Herts Welcomes Refugees welcoming and supporting refugees 
in Hertfordshire 

Refugees at Home is a UK charity which connects those with a 
spare room in their home to refugees and asylum seekers in 
need of somewhere to stay.  So far it has been responsible for 
placing 2,597 guests with a total of 199,513 placement nights. 
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 St Albans City of Sanctuary a new and emerging group with a vi-
sion that St Albans district will be a welcoming place of safety for 
all and proud to offer sanctuary to people fleeing violence and 
persecution. three founding members of the group are Irene Aus-
tin, Judy Jacques and Jagat Chatrath – all long-term residents of 
St Albans. They are members of the City of Sanctuary UK net-
work. 

Donations The Ukrainian Catholic Church in the UK is making 
an emergency appeal 

By donating to via the  government’s Disaster Emergency Com-
mittee (DEC) charities provide food, water, shelter and healthcare 
to refugees and displaced families.  

The Ukrainian Catholic Church in the UK is making an emergency 
appeal 
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BIRTHDAYS 
 

JULY 
7th—Carol Macey & Christine Boot 

 
AUGUST 

1st– Bill Allen 
5th- Mark Taylor & Val Urban 

22nd- Ray Saunders 
31st– Remembering David Hance 

 
SUMMER 

A Celtic Verse 
 

In lovely harmony 
The wood has put on its green mantle, 

And Summer is on its throne, 
Playing its string music, 

Hush, Listen! 
The world is alive. 

 
Our Heavenly Father, 
We thank you for all the seasons, but especially for Summer—
sunshine, warm days and Nature in all its glory.  Amen 
 
Happy Birthday to all born in these two months. 
 
LLiinnddaa  WWiilllliiaammss  
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STAMPS 
 

I was surprised to hear that the BMS has decided to close their 
Stamp Bureau with 2022 being its final year to collect donations.  
This is because of the difficulties around logistics and storage.  
The BMS thanks us for our donations and support throughout the 
years. 
 
In 2023, we don’t know what we shall do about this.  The Mission 
Team will look into other local charities that we could support.  I 
would like to know your thoughts on this—should we collect for 
local charities or would it be best for people to collect and give to 
charities of their own choice? 
 
LLiinnddaa  WWiilllliiaammss  
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Apples by Laurie Lee 

Behold the apples’ rounded worlds: 
juice-green of July rain, 
the black polestar of flowers, 
the rind mapped with its crimson stain. 

The russet, crab and cottage red 
burn to the sun’s hot brass, 
then drop like sweat from every branch 
and bubble in the grass. 

They lie as wanton as they fall, 
and where they fall and break, 
the stallion clamps his crunching jaws, 
the starling stabs his beak. 

In each plump gourd the cidery bite 
of boys’ teeth tears the skin; 
the waltzing wasp consumes his share, 
the bent worm enters in. 

I, with as easy hunger, take 
entire my season’s dole; 
welcome the ripe, the sweet, the sour, 
the hollow and the whole. 
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SEPTEMBER  ISSUE CONTRIBUTIONS BY 

THURSDAY, 18h AUGUST 
  

I followed the guidance for ‘No Mow May’ and lived with a 
very straggly patch of grass for a month.  I scattered wild 
seed over it but I got nothing but dandelions and burdock 
leaves, a couple of patches of daisies and loads of clover.  I 
was hoping for poppies, cornflowers and cockleshells.  Sadly, 
just weedy grass.  It has now been cut and I now have loads 
of ant hills!  My vegetable patch is looking very green at the 
moment.  I have cut and come again spinach, chard, lettuce, 
carrots, beetroot.  The cabbages are forming, the tomato 
plants are growing and the courgette plants have loads of 
flowers.  The beans are also looking quite healthy. 
 
I am awaiting the arrival of my Australian family.  They arrived 
in the UK last week and have been with my daughter-in-laws 
family and they will be here with me tomorrow.  I have an 
overflowing fridge and freezer at the moment in preparation 
for their arrival.  Lets hope they are all hungry! 
 
The weather forecast for this week is looking good, although 
the weekend looks changeable.  The Hitchin Fair has just ar-
rived and it always rains when they come. 
 
Don’t forget to visit Cross Street. 
 
 
GGllyynniiss  
glynis.griffiths1@gmail.com 
01462 733665 
07709 618571 
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Carnegie Museum of Art 

What, When and Where June 2022  
  
The church is now open for in-person services at 10.30am 
each Sunday and these will be conducted within the current 
guidelines.  The Government no longer requires us to wear 
face coverings indoors.  However, we encourage you to wear 
one in church unless you are eating or drinking.  Please be 
mindful of those around you as their sense of what is a safe 
space between you may not be the same as yours.  The duty 
deacons and stewards will all be wearing face coverings and 
will help if you have any questions. 
  
The on-line podcasts will also continue for the foreseeable 
future.  If you have missed any they can be accessed through 

After service coffee is being served in the Cross Street Cen-
tre.  
  
Wednesday Midday prayers on Facebook including a com-
munion service. 
  
Scrabble Club is on the first and third Tuesday of each month 
(5th & 19th July and 2nd & 16th August) in the Cross Street 
Centre  
 
Toddlers is now closed for the summer but will reopen on 
Wednesday, 24th September at 9.45am. 
  
Who Let the Dad’s out will be held on the second Saturday of 
each month (19th July).  There will be no session in August. 
  
Monday table tennis/games club is now being held in the 
Lower Hall from 10.30am 
  
Newsletter  by email. 
  
The Cross Street Café is open weekly from Wednesday to 
Saturday, 10am to 2pm. 
  
  
  

  https://www.stalbanspodcast.com/category/dsbc-virtual-services/ 
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