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 Minister: Rev Simon J Carver, MA, BSc, - simoncarver@btinternet.com 
  

Church Secretary: Chris Penn 
  

Finance Deacon: Trevor Oakley 
  

Property: Ray Saunders  
  

Site Manager and Caretaker: David Hobbs  

Cross Street: 01727 846891  
  
Bookings: bookings@dsbc.org.uk/01727 844348 
  
  

Charity Registration Number: 1127791 

 
MARCH SERVICES 

  
10.30am and  

Podcast 
 

March 6th 

Judy Cook 
BMS Thailand 

Communion 
 

March 13th 
A Testing Time 

Luke 4:1-13 
 

March 20th 

It’s that question 
again … 

Luke 13:1-9 
 

March 27th 

Mothering Sunday 
All-Age Messy 

Church 
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Dear Friends, 
 
This month I’m going to talk about failure. The 
times when our own expectations of ourselves 
have not been met can haunt us for years if 
not the rest of our lives. I can still remember 
the sense of numbness that I felt when some 
exam results didn’t go as I had expected … 
although probably they were just as I de-
served! 
 
A couple of weeks ago I was involved in interviewing some min-
isters at the end of their probationary period. One of them was 
an extremely personable young woman and a gifted preacher. 
However her first pastorate ended prematurely and she re-
turned home to live with her parents. During the time that she 
had away from pastoral ministry she reflected during this time 
on what she described as her ‘failure’. It would have been very 
easy to dress up what happened in this church in other ways, 
but as far as she was concerned she had failed. 
 
I have heard it said – admittedly with tongue in cheek – that fail-
ure is simply deferred success. That would be true for this min-
ister in that she is now very successfully engaged in a different 
sort of ministry that suits her extremely well. 
 
Lent feels like an appropriate time to consider these matters in 
that it is one of the most important times of reflection in the 
church calendar. Have we failed? Do we ‘own’ that we have 
failed? And perhaps most importantly, how to approach the fu-
ture? 
 
I was tempted to write how do we ‘move on’? This has rather 
negative connotations in that moving on is what people say that 
they do when they have done something wrong, but want it to 
be forgotten and not bear any consequences. It probably will not 
have escaped you that these words have been used in the con-
text of political and sporting scandals in the last few weeks. 
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Room 4:  Tuesdays 2.00.pm 1st March – 5th April 
  
Zoom:   Thursday  3rd, 10th 
         Tuesday 15th, 22nd, 29th 
         Wednesday 6th 
 
Please contact me for Zoom details which will also will 
be included in our weekly emails. 
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George Frideric Handel 

There are examples of people who have genuinely moved on – 
but in a good way – in that they have accepted the consequenc-
es of failure and how it has affected their life and the lives of oth-
ers.  
  
How are we to deal with bad things from the past?  
 
What if we have done something wrong or brought shame upon 
ourselves? How do we deal with the memories? Some people, 
of course have to live in the public eye and so much of what they 
have said and done has become public record. 
 
Some of you will remember the Profumo Affair in 1963. John 
Profumo was the Minister for Defence in the Tory government 
when he was forced to resign after he had deceived Parliament 
over the mutual interest he shared with a Russian in a call girl 
named Christine Keeler. Christine Keeler was introduced to Pro-
fumo by a society osteopath called Stephen Ward and it was he 
who suffered most from the affair. In the middle of the trial in 
which he was charged with living off immoral earnings, Stephen 
Ward committed suicide because he couldn’t face the shame 
and the likely prison sentence that lay ahead of him. John Profu-
mo left public life and immersed himself in low key charity work 
in which he was quietly successful. Different people deal with 
the past in different ways, but how does God, all-seeing and all-
knowing, deal with our past? 
 
As well as calling on the people to remember what God had 
done, the Psalmist also called on God to remember what he had 
done. Yet we must assume that God’s memory is as perfect as 
God himself and so will remember what he has done in the past 
and will remember what we have done in the past. Yet God in 
his mercy has promised that this is not the case. God has prom-
ised that he will forget. If we come to him for forgiveness and 
with a desire to start again, he will forgive us what is past. But 
not only will he forgive us, he will also forget. As far as the east 
is from the west, so far he removes our transgressions from  
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Baptismal Class 
 

We will be starting a Baptismal Class in the near future. Baptism is 
the way that almost all Christian communities mark becoming part 
of the church. A Baptismal Class is an opportunity to explore in a 
safe environment what Baptism means. It may lead to the individu-
al asking to be baptised, but there are no strings attached in joining 
the class. 
 
If you are interest and would like to talk further about this, please 
get in contact with me. 

us. He wipes clean the effect of our sins upon us and I believe 
that God actually forgets what we have done. 
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Lent 2022 

This year’s Lent Groups will be looking at Jimmy McGov-
ern’s TV series about a Roman Catholic priest working in 
the north west of England. Dr Paula Gooder, one of Brit-
ain’s best known contemporary theologians, has written 
study notes on each episode and we will use these to 
guide our thoughts.  
 
This will be a six week series running in person at 2.00pm 
on Tuesday afternoons from 1st March and on Zoom at 
7.30pm on different evenings each week as below. 
 
All are welcome and we especially welcome people from 
other local churches. 
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Yes, it’s true – Dagnall Street does need you! 
 
Next month the deacons are planning to publish 
a number of situations vacant that we would like 
to fill. Keep a look out for what you might be 
able to do! 
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The Dedication of Edward George Winpenny 

 
We are delighted that Edward will be dedicated at our Messy Church 

family service on  
Sunday 27th March 2022, 10.30 am (Mothering Sunday).   

We are very much looking forward to formally welcoming Edward into 
the church family and give thanks to God for him. 

 
No gifts please.   

Your prayers, support, love and encouragement mean far more to 
our family and especially Edward. 

 
Gemma, Tom and Edward 
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GOOD ADVICE 

 
Mum and Dad were always there to offer 
advice on every aspect of how I should live 
my life, whether I wanted it or not! I am sure 
that much of it was very valid; some practi-
cal, like: Always wear clean underwear in 
case you have an accident, don’t accept sweets from strangers 
and never walk under a ladder; some superstitious: Don’t tread 
on the cracks of pavements or the bears will eat you and so on. 
But there were also the things that were warnings or instructions 
and which, of course, became a challenge for the twelve-year 
old me and Michael, my ten-year old brother. One of these was: 
“Don’t ever go near that old ruin in the woods!” 
We lived in outskirts of a small town and our house backed onto 
a large area of fields and woods. We had always loved playing 
in the fields and playing hide and seek in the woods, we never 
had any fear of danger there. The old ruin was, in fact, just a pile 
of old bricks and some remains of walls, but it was our castle, 
our fort, our palace or whatever we wanted it to be; it was our 
secret, a special place! Our parents said it was the remains of 
an old mansion. We would often say we were going to the green 
to play football with our friends, or we would be taking our little 
spaniel, Honey out for a walk. In those days, of course, it was 
quite normal to allow children out on their own; we just had to 
make sure that we were home in time for lunch or tea, so Mum 
and Dad wouldn’t start looking for us! 
Anyway, one summer’s evening after school, we were playing 
there; I was the king and Michael was the leader of the rebels 
and suddenly we noticed a small girl watching us. “Hello! Can I 
join in, please?” She asked quietly. I think she may have been 
watching for some time before speaking. She looked about the 
same age as Michael, but she was thin and hungry looking, she 
was wearing a rather grubby simple blue dress, straggly brown 
hair down to her shoulders and had tattered sandals on her feet. 
She looked as if she hadn’t had a bath for some time! 
“Oh hello!”, I said. “What is your name?”   
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The girl hesitated, “Willow.” She said, “Can you help me find it, 
please?” 
“Find what?” I asked. 
“My present.” She said, tears rolling down her cheek, “I lost it 
and Mamma was so cross and sent me out to find it, but it was 
too cold and I tripped and fell over. I need to find it and take it 
home to Mamma now.” 
“Oh! What was your present, Willow?” I asked. “What hap-
pened?” It is strange, thinking back on that day, that our conver-
sation didn’t seem at all odd at the time.  “My present was a 
spinning top; it was the best present I ever had. I know my Mam-
ma couldn’t really afford it, but it was my tenth birthday, so it was 
special. I wanted to show it to Lilly, my best friend, in the cottage 
up that road.” She pointed at a crumbling wall. The words were 
tumbling out in a breathless rush. “Mamma told me not to go as 
it was raining and getting dark, but I had to show it to Lilly, didn’t 
I?” 
“And where do you live, Willow?” Michael asked. 
“In the big mansion behind you, there; my Mamma is a kitchen 
maid, and we live with the other servants.” It was clear that Wil-
low could still see the old buildings as they had been long ago.  
“I was running to show Lilly, but it was raining, and I slipped and 
dropped my top in the mud. I couldn’t find it and, I got my clothes 
all wet and muddy, and I went home. But when Mamma saw me 
and heard what I had done she shouted at me and pushed me 
back out of the door. ‘And don’t come home until you have found 
it! You’ve ruined your best clothes.’ She was crying and she 
slammed the door behind me. But I couldn’t find it and it got dark 
and started to snow and I tripped over and fell asleep. Will you 
help me find it, please?” She looked at us with such wide sad 
eyes, we could not refuse. Michael looked at me and I shrugged; 
we knew it was a lost cause, but we felt we had to help. 
“But David, we are due home for dinner in ten minutes!” Michael 
said. 
“I know, but we can look for a little while.” I said, “Willow, where  
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 do you think you lost the top?” 
Willow thought and looked around her, I wondered what she could 
see. “It was a long time ago now, but I think I was walking along 
the road, over there.” Willow said. 
“OK.” I said, “Let’s the three of us line up and walk along the way 
you took.” So slowly, step by step, looking down at the ground we 
slowly retraced Willow’s steps.  
Suddenly, Michael shouted: “Stop! Look here! What is that?” We 
crowded round and stared at the ground. There was a small red 
wooden spot showing in the mud.   
I bent down and after a bit of tugging, it came free: a small wood-
en top. “Is this it, Willow?” I asked. 
Her face burst into a laugh of joy, “Yes, yes! That’s it. Yes! Thank 
you, thank you so much.”  She hugged me then Michael, took the 
top and skipped away from us. As she rounded a wall of rubble, 
we thought we heard a woman’s voice call: “Oh, Willow! Oh, my 
darling! Where have you been all this time?”  
Michael and I looked at each other, we weren’t sure whether we 
had actually experienced all of that or whether it was some sort of 
shared dream.  
“We’re late!” Said Michael and went to run home. As he turned, he 
caught his foot on a pile of stones and fell: “Oww!!”, he held his 
foot. “I think I’ve twisted my ankle.” He said. 
I helped him up, but he couldn’t walk and I couldn’t carry him. 
“Wait here,” I said, “I’ll get Mum 
” Mum wasn’t happy! “You are late for supper! Where’s Michael? 
Oh, no! I’ve told you not to play in those ruins.” She went on and 
on!  
When we got back, Michael was where I had left him, and Mum 
and I managed to help him limp home before Dad got home. 
“Don’t tell your father,” Mum said, “He would be furious. Never, 
ever play at the ruins again; do you understand?” We nodded. 
As we got in the house, Michael said: “Wait, what is this in my 
pocket?” And he took out a small wooden red top. “Oh look, Mum, 
we found this on the ground near the ruins.” 
“Wow,” said Mum, “It looks like an old wooden top; the sort of toy 
a child would have played with about two hundred years ago, but 
it looks brand new. Amazing!”       
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A short story by John from Marjorie’s creative writing 
group. 

St Albans U3A Writing Group 2 
 

Our group meets once a month in the Café to discuss our sto-
ry writing.  This is just a message of appreciation from us all 
for the welcome we receive each time, also the cakes.  It is 
lovely to know that groups unconnected with the church really 
appreciate this outreach. 
 
As lots of you know, U3A has many groups catering for all in-
terests and like us hold regular meetings.  We are a small 
group practising creative writing and learning as we go.  Our 
way of operating is to have a set title for each month, but is is 
absolutely up to the individual how this is interpretated. 
 
As a thank you, we have chosen one of the stories which was 
written for this month’s topic ‘Good Advice’ -which we all 
thought would be suitable for the magazine (at the request of 
magazine editor, Glynis, who may also serve you in the Café).  
This does not mean to say that we write unsuitable stories!   
 
This story is by John Johnson and we hope you will enjoy it. 
 
MMaarrjjoorriiee  JJoonneess  
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Room 4:  Tuesdays 2.00.pm 1st March – 5th April 
  
Zoom:   Thursday  3rd, 10th 
         Tuesday 15th, 22nd, 29th 
         Wednesday 6th 
 
Please contact me for Zoom details which will also will 
be included in our weekly emails. 
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PASTORAL TEAM 
  
The Minister, Simon, and members of the Pastoral Team 
are always happy to make appointments to visit, talk or 
pray with you. This can take place in your home, at Cross 
Street or at our homes at your convenience and at mutu-
ally convenient times. 
  
Marjorie Jones (01727 422930), Jill Potter (07779 
797928), Emma Johnson (07974 161535, Liz Blight 
(07884 431051), and Alison Ashmore (01727 867335), 
are also active members of the Pastoral Team. 
  
Simon and the team hope you will notify them of anybody 
who you think may be ill, lonely or who needs help. 
  

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

14 

 

 

PASTORAL TEAM 
  
The Minister, Simon, and members of the Pastoral Team 
are always happy to make appointments to visit, talk or 
pray with you. This can take place in your home, at Cross 
Street or at our homes at your convenience and at mutu-
ally convenient times. 
  
Marjorie Jones (01727 422930), Jill Potter (07779 
797928), Emma Johnson (07974 161535, Liz Blight 
(07884 431051), and Alison Ashmore (01727 867335), 
are also active members of the Pastoral Team. 
  
Simon and the team hope you will notify them of anybody 
who you think may be ill, lonely or who needs help. 
  



15 

                         March 2022 

 

 

PASTORAL NEWS 
 

At the time of writing, we are being buffeted by storm Eunice 
and we sincerely hope you have all survived unscathed. 
 
We have much to be thankful for as we see the days length-
ening and bulbs coming into bloom.  Covid restrictions seem 
to be easing and both church and Cross Street are nearly 
back to normal.  Another joy to share is the safe arrival of 
Verity’s (Simon and Catriona’s daughter||) baby girl, right 
when storm Eunice was at its height. 
 
The health of some of our members is beginning to improve.  
John Peters is now home from hospital and Julia Plant is 
progressing at home.  Vera Mills is being released from hos-
pital again but is having to go on to further care in Boreham-
wood before her shoulder has healed enough for her to go 
home.  She really needs our prayers. 
 
Others too need our prayers...David Hobbs, who looks after 
the church so well, has been very poorly with Covid.  Bill Al-
len is having daily radiotherapy and we remember the family 
of Jill Halsey, whose brother-in-law, Emie, has died. 
 
As few of our church members are in the first flush of youth, 
many of us have ongoing problems.  Some are able to share 
their concerns, but others cannot.  God knows and cares for 
all of us and we pray he will help us to reach out to help in 
any way we can.  We especially remember the following 
who have long term concerns...Olly and Brian Branch, Linda 
Williams, Jenny Johnson and Krisztina Schreiner. 
 
“Christ be with me, Christ within me, Christ behind me, 

Christ before me, 
Christ beside me, Christ to win me, Christ to comfort 

and restore me. 
Christ beneath me, Christ above me, Christ  in quiet,  
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Room 4:  Tuesdays 2.00.pm 1st March – 5th April 
  
Zoom:   Thursday  3rd, 10th 
         Tuesday 15th, 22nd, 29th 
         Wednesday 6th 
 
Please contact me for Zoom details which will also will 
be included in our weekly emails. 
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Christ in danger, 

Christ in hearts of all that love me, Christ in mouth of 
friend and stranger.” 

 
MMaarrjjoorriiee  JJoonneess  
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UNLOCK WALK  
Saturday 23rd April 

The February magazine outlined plans for this year’s Unlock 
London Walk so, for some of us, the date will be in our diaries 
and we can begin to look forward to a delightful walk around 
the London borough of Tower Hamlets. 

This year’s 7.5 mile walk is titled, “In the Shadows of the Tow-
er”, and will offer us the opportunity to reflect on how a city 
forms, grows and develops.  Despite hardships, squalor and 
poverty, the area has still managed to welcome those who 
seek refuge.  It has witnessed how great works of generosity, 
love and faith have transformed lives and how its inhabitants 
have enriched the whole of our society.  In doing so it has 
shaped the urban landscape into a steady unfolding of different 
interesting and exciting places, and as we walk through the 
streets, open spaces and along part of the Regent’s Canal, we 
will feel the vibrant spirit and witness the life of the different 
communities as we go. 

The contrasts are rich and varied, we will see new develop-
ments of luxury apartments sitting next to council flats built to 
replace slums during the 1930’s, and 1970’s tower blocks sit 
across the road from 19th century worker’s cottages now worth 
well in excess of a million pounds each. 

There are 6 churches to visit enroute, Christ Church Spital-
fields, St Matthew’s in Bethnal Green and St Mary & St Michael 
RC on the Commercial Road are all imposing structures, whilst 
East London Tabernacle, Latimer Congregational Church and 
Bethnal Green Mission Church are more modern buildings.  It 
will be fascinating to see and learn more about these fellow-
ships and how they are serving our Lord in their communities. 

38% of the population of Tower Hamlets is Muslim, mostly  
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Bangladeshi, and the walk passes 3 mosques with another 3 very 
close by.  One of these is the East London Mosque, the UK’s big-
gest and one of Europe’s largest, where a friendly guide will be on 
hand for a short guided tour.   
The Unlock London Walk is remarkable; a unique way of seeing 
London and engaging with some of its churches.  If you are inter-
ested in joining us, I have copies of the route map and sponsor 
forms available.  We will meet at St Albans City Railway Station at 
8.30am, on Saturday 23rd April, for the journey to Mile End Station 
and an inspiring day out. 
If you are interested in supporting UNLOCK but without the walking, 
you may like to sponsor the church group.  You can do this either 
by sponsoring someone you know who will be walking, or by using 
the church sponsor form which will be on the table in the link.   
Thankyou. 
 
CChhrriiss  PPeennnn  
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Room 4:  Tuesdays 2.00.pm 1st March – 5th April 
  
Zoom:   Thursday  3rd, 10th 
         Tuesday 15th, 22nd, 29th 
         Wednesday 6th 
 
Please contact me for Zoom details which will also will 
be included in our weekly emails. 
 

7 

                         March 2022 

 

 

Room 4:  Tuesdays 2.00.pm 1st March – 5th April 
  
Zoom:   Thursday  3rd, 10th 
         Tuesday 15th, 22nd, 29th 
         Wednesday 6th 
 
Please contact me for Zoom details which will also will 
be included in our weekly emails. 
 



Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

20 

 

 

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

20 

 

 



21 

                         March 2022 

 

 

21 

                         March 2022 

 

 

7 

                         March 2022 

 

 

Room 4:  Tuesdays 2.00.pm 1st March – 5th April 
  
Zoom:   Thursday  3rd, 10th 
         Tuesday 15th, 22nd, 29th 
         Wednesday 6th 
 
Please contact me for Zoom details which will also will 
be included in our weekly emails. 
 

7 

                         March 2022 

 

 

Room 4:  Tuesdays 2.00.pm 1st March – 5th April 
  
Zoom:   Thursday  3rd, 10th 
         Tuesday 15th, 22nd, 29th 
         Wednesday 6th 
 
Please contact me for Zoom details which will also will 
be included in our weekly emails. 
 



Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

22 

 

 

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

22 

 

 



23 

                         March 2022 

 

 

23 

                         March 2022 

 

 

7 

                         March 2022 

 

 

Room 4:  Tuesdays 2.00.pm 1st March – 5th April 
  
Zoom:   Thursday  3rd, 10th 
         Tuesday 15th, 22nd, 29th 
         Wednesday 6th 
 
Please contact me for Zoom details which will also will 
be included in our weekly emails. 
 

7 

                         March 2022 

 

 

Room 4:  Tuesdays 2.00.pm 1st March – 5th April 
  
Zoom:   Thursday  3rd, 10th 
         Tuesday 15th, 22nd, 29th 
         Wednesday 6th 
 
Please contact me for Zoom details which will also will 
be included in our weekly emails. 
 



Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

24 

 

 MISSION NEWS 
 
Visit by our BMS Church Partner Judy Cook: 
 
On Sunday 6th we will be welcoming Judy to share in our wor-
ship here at Dagnall Street when she will be telling us some-
thing of the work of BMS and her role in Chiang Mai, in the 
north west of Thailand, where she works in several contexts 
with different marginalised groups of people.  She has part-
nered with us since 2018, so it is a great privilege for us to wel-
come her amongst our fellowship for the first time during her 
current home assignment. 
 
Judy is director and co-founder of Hope Home, a home for chil-
dren with severe disabilities, and has also helped at Agape 
Home for children and parents living with AIDS.  She also 
works with The Church of Christ in Thailand AIDS Ministry 
(CAM). 
 
Judy attends a Thai church and encourages the members to 
enjoy spending time with disabled children.  Judy's sending 
church is Barnt Green Baptist Church in Worcestershire. 
 
After the service Judy will be sharing with us in a fellowship 
lunch in the Hall, an opportunity for us to learn more about the 
invaluable work she does and in particular, how we can contin-
ue to support her in partnership.  
  
 
Saltmine Schools Tour 7th - 18th March: 
 
Saltmine Theatre Company is a professional theatre company 
and Christian charity.  A huge part of the work Saltmine carry 
out is 'Theatre in Education' work - delivering high quality crea-
tive performances and interactive workshops in primary and 
secondary schools throughout the UK.  
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Here in St Albans, local group “chips”, Christian Input for Primary 
Schools in St Albans and district, are organising another biennial 
visit and currently have 19 bookings to local Primary Schools.  
The cost of these visits is via sponsorship from individuals and 
churches, and for the past few years, Dagnall Street have been 
one of the sponsors. 
  
As well as financial support, ‘chips’ are seeking evening hosts for 
the team of 4 dramatists whilst they stay locally during 6 evenings 
of the tour.  If you are able to help in this way, please get in touch 
with me and I can give you more information. 
  
We are also asked to pray for the tour.  I have Book Marks availa-
ble which include the following prayer points to help us focus our 
support for this valuable project: 
  

That the Biblical message will be clear 
  

• That the Team’s ethos will be understood and meaningful to 
the pupils and staff. 

  
•  That the pupils will enjoy the events and be blest by them. 
  
•  That the content will be helpful to school life and for the RE 

curriculum. 
  
•  That all the schools will welcome a return visit in future 

years. 
  

CChhrriiss  PPeennnn  
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Room 4:  Tuesdays 2.00.pm 1st March – 5th April 
  
Zoom:   Thursday  3rd, 10th 
         Tuesday 15th, 22nd, 29th 
         Wednesday 6th 
 
Please contact me for Zoom details which will also will 
be included in our weekly emails. 
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TODDLERS  
  

Every Wednesday morning  
during term time 
9.45—11.30am  

Parents and carers with under 5’s 
welcome  

Maximum 25 adults on first come first  
served basis  

(Wearing of face masks encouraged) 
£2 per family 
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 DAGNALL STREET REGISTER OF MARRIAGES 
  

Many of you may not be aware that the way in which all church-
es of all denominations record marriages changed in May earlier 
this year. 
  
For all marriages that were celebrated here at Dagnall Street we 
used to have two registers, one of which was kept by the church 
as a record of all marriages that have taken place, which formed 
an important part of our church archive. 
  
Instead, a legal marriage document is now sent to our local Reg-
istry Office once a marriage has taken place here and, therefore, 
the church now need to consider the purchase of a brand new 
register for our own archive, otherwise we would have no written 
record owned by the church of couples married here.  This is the 
case for all churches across the country. 
  
Christine Boot, who has been our Authorised Person for Mar-
riages for so many years and provided such wonderful support 
to the Ministers and so many couples, has kept a notebook of 
any marriages that have taken place since May 2021. 
  
However, it would be wonderful if the church could have its own 
especially designed marriage register for Dagnall Street, which 
would last for so many years to come. 
  
As you know, the church finances have been stretched over the 
last 18 months so I don’t feel that this small expense should 
come out of church funds.   
  
I would like to suggest that anyone who is interested in maintain-
ing a beautiful record of marriages in this church is free to give a 
donation—no matter how small—to help fund this. 
  
Perhaps you or someone in your family was married here and is 
in the previous register, a small gift towards the cost would be 
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a legacy.   
  
Any donations can be sent by bank transfer using the refer-
ence ‘Marriage Register’ or given by hand to Christine or Gem-
ma. 
  
DDiiaannee  SSaauunnddeerrss  
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The Vineyard Bridge Project is helping people get back on 
their feet with their ‘members shop’ and is also offering emer-
gency food parcels.  They have links with the Trussell Trust 
who run national Foodbanks of which St Albans and District 
Foodbank is one. 

Their shopping lists are different and can be accessed online.  
Also both websites have facilities to donate on line. 

This is what we propose—we can still collect donated items 
from you or you can bring them to church or there are collec-
tion baskets at most supermarkets. 

We will then sort and deliver them in the week  - or just label 
the bag as to where you want it to go. 

This is the link to the latest shopping list: 

https://stalbansdistrict.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food 

Once again many thanks for your continued support. 

 

THE VINEYARD 
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POWER OF PRAYER 

 
Whatever happens to you today 
Will you still find time to pray 
To pray for all the people who you love 
Ask for God to bless them from above 
 
Lord let us know the power of prayer 
|Miracles can still happen they are not that rare 
With faith and love and if we believe 
Healing for loved ones we may receive 
 
Jesus taught us how to pray 
God forgive us if we have done wrong today 
We thank you for our daily bread 
We pray and care for those who have not been fed 
 
Forgive those who have done wrong to us today 
Deliver us from evil, show us your way 
Lord we await for your kingdom soon to come 
So that you will on earth and heaven is done 
 
Sometimes in a hymn we sing 
A prayerful message it may bring 
Or in the bible as we read his word 
An answer to a prayer will be heard 
 
So do we always get answers to our prayers 
Or do we think that God does not care 
It maybe that your prayer is not in his plans 
But he holds your prayers and life in his hands 
 
David Bareham (David is a customer in Cross Street) 
April 2021  
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
 

1st—Dennis Rowson 
7th– Marjorie Jones 

8th– Mike Plant and Vera Mills 
9th– Liz Blight 

21st– Pat Rowley 
 

Father God, 
Help us during these days of Lent to come close 

to you and to listen to your voice.  Give us 
strength ot overcome the temptation to please 

ourselves and live life without you. 
Teach us your way 

For Jesus’ sake. 
Amen 

From the Lion Prayer Collection 
 

Have a blessed day on your birthdays! 
 
LLiinnddaa  WWiilllliiaammss  
  
Thank you to all those who have given stamps for 
the BMS Medical Fund recently. 
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PSALM 42 
 

As the deer pants for streams of water, so my my 
soul pants for you, my God. My soul thirsts for God, 
for the living God.  When can I go and meet with 
God?  My tears have been my food day and night, 
while people say to me all day long, “Where is your 
God?”   
 
These things I remember as I pour out my soul: how 
I used to go to the house of God under the protec-
tion of the Mighty One with shouts of joy and praise 
among the festive throng. 
 
Why, my soul, are you downcast?  Why so dis-
turbed within me?  Put your hope in God, for I will 
yet praise him, my Saviour and my God.  My soul is 
downcast within me; therefore I will remember you 
from the land of the Jordan, the heights of Her-
mon—from Mount Mizar. 
 
Deep calls to deep in the roar of your waterfalls; all 
your waves and breakers have swept over me.  By 
day the Lord directs his love, at night his song is 
with me—a prayer to the God of life. 
 
I say to God my Rock, “Why have you forgotten 
me? Why must I go about mourning, oppressed by 
the enemy?  My bones suffer mortal agony as my 
foes taunt me, saying to me all day long, “Where is 
your God?” 
 
Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why so disturbed 
within me?  Put your hope in God, for I will yet 
praise him, my Saviour and my God. 41 

                         March 2022 

 

 

PSALM 42 
 

As the deer pants for streams of water, so my my 
soul pants for you, my God. My soul thirsts for God, 
for the living God.  When can I go and meet with 
God?  My tears have been my food day and night, 
while people say to me all day long, “Where is your 
God?”   
 
These things I remember as I pour out my soul: how 
I used to go to the house of God under the protec-
tion of the Mighty One with shouts of joy and praise 
among the festive throng. 
 
Why, my soul, are you downcast?  Why so dis-
turbed within me?  Put your hope in God, for I will 
yet praise him, my Saviour and my God.  My soul is 
downcast within me; therefore I will remember you 
from the land of the Jordan, the heights of Her-
mon—from Mount Mizar. 
 
Deep calls to deep in the roar of your waterfalls; all 
your waves and breakers have swept over me.  By 
day the Lord directs his love, at night his song is 
with me—a prayer to the God of life. 
 
I say to God my Rock, “Why have you forgotten 
me? Why must I go about mourning, oppressed by 
the enemy?  My bones suffer mortal agony as my 
foes taunt me, saying to me all day long, “Where is 
your God?” 
 
Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why so disturbed 
within me?  Put your hope in God, for I will yet 
praise him, my Saviour and my God. 

7 

                         March 2022 

 

 

Room 4:  Tuesdays 2.00.pm 1st March – 5th April 
  
Zoom:   Thursday  3rd, 10th 
         Tuesday 15th, 22nd, 29th 
         Wednesday 6th 
 
Please contact me for Zoom details which will also will 
be included in our weekly emails. 
 

7 

                         March 2022 

 

 

Room 4:  Tuesdays 2.00.pm 1st March – 5th April 
  
Zoom:   Thursday  3rd, 10th 
         Tuesday 15th, 22nd, 29th 
         Wednesday 6th 
 
Please contact me for Zoom details which will also will 
be included in our weekly emails. 
 



Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

42 

 

 

Ingredients: 

12oz self raising flour 
4oz light muscavado sugar 
1 tsp cinnamon 
1 tsp mixed spice 
1 egg 
4oz salted butter 
14oz dried fruit (you can use any fruit you have in, this is a wonderful rec-
ipe for finishing off all those bottoms of bags - just chop any large pieces) 
½ pint of hot strong black tea 
milk   optional 

Method: 

Put the fruit into a large bowl and cover with the tea. Cover with a clean 
tea towel and leave at least overnight. 

Sieve the flour, spices and sugar into a mixing bowl. Add the butter and 
egg and mix until you have a thick paste. Tip in the fruit and the liquid, 
mix until you have a dropping consistency (add a drop of milk if neces-
sary). 

Pour into a greased 2lb loaf tin and bake for about 40mins at 180C, gas 
mark 4. Cool in the tin for 15 minutes before turning out. 

Delicious warm, spread with salted butter! 

 

BARA BRITH 

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

42 

 

 

Ingredients: 

12oz self raising flour 
4oz light muscavado sugar 
1 tsp cinnamon 
1 tsp mixed spice 
1 egg 
4oz salted butter 
14oz dried fruit (you can use any fruit you have in, this is a wonderful rec-
ipe for finishing off all those bottoms of bags - just chop any large pieces) 
½ pint of hot strong black tea 
milk   optional 

Method: 

Put the fruit into a large bowl and cover with the tea. Cover with a clean 
tea towel and leave at least overnight. 

Sieve the flour, spices and sugar into a mixing bowl. Add the butter and 
egg and mix until you have a thick paste. Tip in the fruit and the liquid, 
mix until you have a dropping consistency (add a drop of milk if neces-
sary). 

Pour into a greased 2lb loaf tin and bake for about 40mins at 180C, gas 
mark 4. Cool in the tin for 15 minutes before turning out. 

Delicious warm, spread with salted butter! 

 

BARA BRITH 



43 

                         March 2022 

 

 

   
APRIL ISSUE CONTRIBUTIONS BY 

THURSDAY, 17th MARCH 
  

St David’s Day and Shrove Tuesday are on 1st March and 
then Ash Wednesday on the 2nd, St Patricks Day is on the 
17th and Mother’s Day on the 27th.  A busy month!   
  
Not sure what I am going to give up for Lent.  It’s usually 
chocolate but I have eaten very little for sometime now and 
my bar of Turkish delight on a Saturday night seems very little 
to give up.  Although, I will miss it.  Perhaps I should think 
about giving up more personal things—like being irritated at 
almost everything—they don’t call me ‘Irritated of Arlesey’ for 
nothing.  My worst time is listening to Radio 4 in the mornings 
–shouting at the radio telling all the politicians they are stupid!  
My only saving grace is that no-one can hear me!  
  
Hope everybody survived the storms.  There were a few trees 
down around here and when I went home from Cross Street 
last week there was a tree down on the A1.  Yesterday the 
rain was beating the back of my house and, when I looked out 
of the window, I could see the rain being blown down the 
street.   It’s always nice to watch when you are in the dry and 
warm!  I lost my fence and gates in last years storm—they 
seem to have survived this year. 
  
Congratulations to Simon and Catriona on their new grand-
daughter, not yet named.  
  
Don’t forget to visit us in Cross Street. 
  
GGllyynniiss  
glynis.griffiths1@gmail.com 
01462 733665 
07709 618571 
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Carnegie Museum of Art 

What, When and Where March 2022  
  
The church is now open for in-person services at 10.30am 
each Sunday and these will be conducted within the current 
guidelines.  The Government no longer requires us to wear 
face coverings indoors.  However, we encourage you to wear 
one in church unless you are eating or drinking.  Please be 
mindful of those around you as their sense of what is a safe 
space between you may not be the same as yours.  The duty 
deacons and stewards will all be wearing face coverings and 
will help if you have any questions. 
  
The on-line podcasts will also continue for the foreseeable 
future. 
  
After service coffee is being served in the Cross Street Cen-
tre.  
  
Wednesday Midday prayers on Facebook including a com-
munion service. 
  
Toddlers is now open every  Wednesday, from 9.45—
11.30am, in the Lower Hall during term time. 
  
Who Let the Dad’s out will be held on the second Saturday of 
each month (12th March) 
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