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 Minister: Rev Simon J Carver, MA, BSc, - simoncarver@btinternet.com 
  

Church Secretary: Chris Penn 
  

Finance Deacon: Trevor Oakley 
  

Property: Ray Saunders  
  

Site Manager and Caretaker: David Hobbs  

Cross Street: 01727 846891  
  
Bookings: bookings@dsbc.org.uk/01727 844348 
  
  

Charity Registration Number: 1127791 

  10.30am and Podcast 
 

February 6th 

Out of our depth? 
Luke 5:1-11 

Communion 
 

February 13th 
Blessings and Woes 

Luke 6:17-26 
 

February 20th 
Loving and Judging 

Luke 6:27-38 
 

February 27th 

10 Simple Rules 
Exodus 34.29-35 

All-Age Messy Church 
 

 
FEBRUARY SERVICES 
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Dear Friends, 
 
I was not a very bookish child, but I did like 
reading comics. My scant knowledge of Ger-
man comes from reading these comics. So if 
I’m ever on holiday in Germany I will be able to 
describe a storm as Donner und Blitzen and be 
able - very politely – to ask someone to put the 
hands up. As I’ve got older I’ve grown out of these war stories, 
although did rather enjoy watching Where Eagles Dare on TV last 
year and practised my best Richard Burton impression – 
“Broadsword calling Danny Boy”. 
 
The other comic I read in my early teens were the Action comics 
series of Superman stories. In contrast to the stories about a war 
that ended more than 75 years ago, I still have a fascination with 
the Superman tales. 
 
One of my favourite book titles is Up, up and Oy Vey. Written by 
an American Rabbi, it reveals the origins of superhero comics in 
1930s America. Rabbi Weinstein explains how Jerry Siegel and 
Joe Shuster, the creators of Superman wrote about a hero with a 
secret identity at a time when Jews were persecuted and often 
anglicised their Jewish names. Superman was a hero whose par-
ents placed him in a pod and sent him away for safe-keeping to 
be brought up by surrogate parents. Yes, that’s right. It is the Mo-
ses story. 
 
I didn’t know any of this as a young teenager, but it did seem that 
the adult Superman was someone who could be compared to the 
Saviour that I used to hear about in church. 
 
After the Superman comics, came Superman films and the theo-
logical connections grew stronger. Sometimes these were con-
nections that I inferred, but very often these allusions were delib-
erately placed by the film-makers. 
 
One of the best illustrations of this is in Bryan Singer’s film Super 
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George Frideric Handel 

man Returns in which the director has Martha Kent, Superman’s 
earthly mother, cradling her son’s dying body in the classis pieta 
pose often found in classical art. 
  
I remember some years ago making a similar comparison be-
tween the Christian Saviour and Doctor Who and being taken to 
task by a member of a congregation who found it unhelpful that I 
was comparing a fictional character to Jesus. Since then I have 
been very wary of confusing people in this way, but I do still be-
lieve that using other artforms is a legitimate way of helping us to 
understand the mysteries of faith. After all Paul did just this in 
Athens. He was speaking to Gentile people with little knowledge 
of the faith of Israel and he used lines from Greek poetry and 
took ideas that had been used to describe Zeus and ascribed 
them to Jesus. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Science fiction can be a very creative lens through which we can 
view what it means to be human, but the Superman story gives 
us the added dimension of thinking creatively about the two na-
tures of Jesus and his upbringing as a special child within an 
earthly family. 
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When the ancient Israelites told their stories of how God created 
the world, those stories were intended to help them understand 
their place in that world and their relationship with their creator. In 
the same way that film-makers appropriated the Jewish writers of 
Superman, so Christian people have taken on these stories of 
creation. Creation and salvation are both great mysteries and I 
believe that anything that helps us wrestle with these mysteries is 
helpful.  
 
Best wishes 
  

 
 
 

Baptismal Class 
 

We will be starting a Baptismal Class in the near future. Baptism is 
the way that almost all Christian communities mark becoming part 
of the church. A Baptismal Class is an opportunity to explore in a 
safe environment what Baptism means. It may lead to the individu-
al asking to be baptised, but there are no strings attached in joining 
the class. 
 
If you are interest and would like to talk further about this, please 
get in contact with me. 
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In 2021 the world became an even more unpredictable place and 
we all had to dig deep to find the strength to keep ourselves, our 
loved ones and the causes we care about going. Thanks to your 
support, The Living Room has kept going. Last year we supported 
over 300 people across our four hubs and saw amazing gradua-
tion rates, at 73% for our family and carers, 74% for our alcohol 
groups and 83% in our relationships groups. Our in-person ser-
vices have almost completely returned and we have sought to im-
prove our hubs across the board. Our St. Albans hub is undergo-
ing a complete transformation which should allow us to welcome 
even more people for in-person therapy in 2022. Our clients have 
completed sponsored walks and even climbed mountains, all 
made possible by the hard work and dedication of our clinical 
team.   
 
The need for our services continues to grow, for many people the 
new year is a time to start anew and build healthier habits. For 
people living with addiction, the choice to become abstinent is 
much more than a new year’s resolution. It is a life-changing deci-
sion. A decision which their wellbeing and even their life might de-
pend on. We want to be here to help these people and their loved 
ones when they need us. We cannot do this without support from 
our community. Our support really does work, not just for our cli-
ents but for everyone impacted by their addiction. This client story 
provides a glimpse into how life-changing our services can be:  
 
 ‘I came to The Living Room on the back of a continual binge 
 of alcohol and substance abuse...I was homeless,  
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helpless, having daily suicidal thoughts and was power-
less over my using... My life today, six months later is a 
million miles from where it was. I have structure, good 
healthy friendships, starting to get relationships with my 
family back that I thought were beyond repair and a 
good positive outlook for the future. I have career op-
tions that I am confident to pursue and this is all thank 
to The Living Room. Most of all I am happy. Through 
The Living Room I have climbed a mountain, been on 
walks and built a large circle of friends. I live my life by 
one rule “My recovery comes first” the most important 
lesson in my experience that I have taken from my jour-
ney so far, and I now have the “tools” to deal with life on 
life’s terms.’   

  
Your support can help someone in your community change 
their life, just like the client above. But how far can your sup-
port go? A donation of just £10 per month over the course of 
the year can pay for two months of face-to-face counselling, 
with £200 you can sponsor a chair and provide three months 
of specialised group therapy and £400 pays for six months of 
online support for someone living with addiction in your area. 
When you support us, you are supporting people who want to 
rebuild their lives, their relationships and become positive con-
tributing members of society once more:  

  
‘Many beautiful things have happened to me since leav-
ing The Living Room. There have been tough times as 
well but that is because life still happens. I just keep 
close to the fellowship, speak to my sponsor and do 
regular meetings. All the things you taught me. I cannot 
put it into words how immensely grateful I am to this 
amazing charity. You have given me a new life that I 
would never have dreamt was possible. All because 
one day I saw a crack in the dark window of addiction 
and asked for help.’ 

  
  

7 

                         February 2022 

 

 

helpless, having daily suicidal thoughts and was power-
less over my using... My life today, six months later is a 
million miles from where it was. I have structure, good 
healthy friendships, starting to get relationships with my 
family back that I thought were beyond repair and a 
good positive outlook for the future. I have career op-
tions that I am confident to pursue and this is all thank 
to The Living Room. Most of all I am happy. Through 
The Living Room I have climbed a mountain, been on 
walks and built a large circle of friends. I live my life by 
one rule “My recovery comes first” the most important 
lesson in my experience that I have taken from my jour-
ney so far, and I now have the “tools” to deal with life on 
life’s terms.’   

  
Your support can help someone in your community change 
their life, just like the client above. But how far can your sup-
port go? A donation of just £10 per month over the course of 
the year can pay for two months of face-to-face counselling, 
with £200 you can sponsor a chair and provide three months 
of specialised group therapy and £400 pays for six months of 
online support for someone living with addiction in your area. 
When you support us, you are supporting people who want to 
rebuild their lives, their relationships and become positive con-
tributing members of society once more:  

  
‘Many beautiful things have happened to me since leav-
ing The Living Room. There have been tough times as 
well but that is because life still happens. I just keep 
close to the fellowship, speak to my sponsor and do 
regular meetings. All the things you taught me. I cannot 
put it into words how immensely grateful I am to this 
amazing charity. You have given me a new life that I 
would never have dreamt was possible. All because 
one day I saw a crack in the dark window of addiction 
and asked for help.’ 

  
  



Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

8 

 

 We recognise how difficult the past 18 months have been for 
many churches and we would be very grateful for any support 
you and your clergy can give towards breaking the cycle of ad-
diction in Hertfordshire.   
  
Our clients and counsellors are available for talks where they 
share their inspiring stories from addiction to recovery with your 
clergy. These can be a very powerful and inspiring experience 
for everyone involved, so please just let us know if this is some-
thing you would be interested in. 
 
Thank you for your time and support, if you would like to find 
out more about us and how we can work together to help our 
communities, please don’t hesitate to get in touch.  
 
Lara Ford  
Community Fundraiser and Marketing Officer  
Working hours- Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 9am-4:30pm  
St Albans – 01727 854 479   
laraf@livingroomherts.org    
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The Winter Beds Project 
 

This winter the St Albans Winter Beds project 
will once again provide 4 extra beds for people 
rough sleeping in St Albans during the winter 
months. The Open Door night shelter on Bricket 
Road can accommodate 12 people all year 
round, but for the fifth winter running the charity 
will provide extra beds throughout the coldest 
season. This year the charity will be partnering 
with Emmaus and St Albans Council to provide 
the project. 
  
The Winter Beds Project provides people who would otherwise be 
rough sleeping with self-contained sleeper cabins. Each cabin 
provides secure, Covid safe accommodation with heating, elec-
tricity and ensuite facilities. Guests of the project are supported to 
find secure accommodation to move on to by the rough sleeper 
outreach team. Last year due to Covid the project ran from Janu-
ary through to the beginning of April and accommodated 17 peo-
ple, 11 of which moved on to secure accommodation.  
  
This year the Winter Beds Project will run from December to 
March and all volunteers are given full training. The project based 
at Emmaus St Albans is looking for volunteers to help run the pro-
ject this winter. Volunteers are needed to help welcome guests 
and book them into cabins when they arrive in the evening, and to 
wake guests and clear cabins in the morning.   
 
For further details or to volunteer, please email: 
winterbedsproject@opendoorstalbans.org 
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find secure accommodation to move on to by the rough sleeper 
outreach team. Last year due to Covid the project ran from Janu-
ary through to the beginning of April and accommodated 17 peo-
ple, 11 of which moved on to secure accommodation.  
  
This year the Winter Beds Project will run from December to 
March and all volunteers are given full training. The project based 
at Emmaus St Albans is looking for volunteers to help run the pro-
ject this winter. Volunteers are needed to help welcome guests 
and book them into cabins when they arrive in the evening, and to 
wake guests and clear cabins in the morning.   
 
For further details or to volunteer, please email: 
winterbedsproject@opendoorstalbans.org 
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Tea+Chat+Prayer 
 

These are informal gatherings in the homes of church 
members where we have a social time that ends with a 
pray for any pastoral needs mentioned. All are welcome 
to come and transport is available if needed – please 
ask me if you need help. 
 
The next session will be at the home of Marjorie Jones 
on Tuesday 8th February. 
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DAGNALL STREET REGISTER OF MARRIAGES 

 
Many of you may not be aware that the way in which all church-
es of all denominations record marriages changed in May earlier 
this year. 
 
For all marriages that were celebrated here at Dagnall Street we 
used to have two registers, one of which was kept by the church 
as a record of all marriages that have taken place, which formed 
an important part of our church archive. 
 
Instead, a legal marriage document is now sent to our local Reg-
istry Office once a marriage has taken place here and, therefore, 
the church now need to consider the purchase of a brand new 
register for our own archive, otherwise we would have no written 
record owned by the church of couples married here.  This is the 
case for all churches across the country. 
 
Christine Boot, who has been our Authorised Person for Mar-
riages for so many years and provided such wonderful support 
to the Ministers and so many couples, has kept a notebook of 
any marriages that have taken place since May 2021. 
 
However, it would be wonderful if the church could have its own 
especially designed marriage register for Dagnall Street, which 
would last for so many years to come. 
 
As you know, the church finances have been stretched over the 
last 18 months so I don’t feel that this small expense should 
come out of church funds.   
 
I would like to suggest that anyone who is interested in maintain-
ing a beautiful record of marriages in this church is free to give a 
donation—no matter how small—to help fund this. 
 
Perhaps you or someone in your family was married here and is 
in the previous register, a small gift towards the cost would be 
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a legacy.   
 
Any donations can be sent by bank transfer using the refer-
ence ‘Marriage Register’ or given by hand to Christine or Gem-
ma. 
 
DDiiaannee  SSaauunnddeerrss  
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PASTORAL TEAM 
  
The Minister, Simon, and members of the Pastoral Team 
are always happy to make appointments to visit, talk or 
pray with you. This can take place in your home, at Cross 
Street or at our homes at your convenience and at mutu-
ally convenient times. 
  
Marjorie Jones (01727 422930), Jill Potter (07779 
797928), Emma Johnson (07974 161535, Liz Blight 
(07884 431051), and Alison Ashmore (01727 867335), 
are also active members of the Pastoral Team. 
  
Simon and the team hope you will notify them of anybody 
who you think may be ill, lonely or who needs help. 
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Pastoral News 
 

By the time you read this February magazine, Christmas may feel a 
long time ago!  However, our Church activities in December were 
varied & meaningful. 
 
• Our Carol singing took place near the Christmas tree in Chris-

topher Place, on a cold Saturday morning & the sum of £55 
was raised for Christian Aid. 

 
• At the family Nativity & Gift service, there was a large display 

of donated children's gifts for the St Albans & Hertsmere 
Women's Refuge. 

 
• Our evening 'Carol service by candlelight' with readings & 

Carols, was well attended. As well as the opportunity to sing 
Carols, it was lovely to hear the choir sing too. 

• After the service, we enjoyed hot drinks & mince pies in the 
lower hall. 

 
• Then on Christmas morning there was a morning service. 
 
Looking back over 2021, we continue to be thankful and praise 
God for Simon & his team. Throughout these difficult times, they 
have provided us with live services in our church building, regular 
podcast services & CDs for folk who do not use a computer. 
 
Despite the joy of the Christmas message, there are several church 
members & friends who would value our prayers: 
The following people are now out of hospital & are convalescing; 
 
 Julia Plant is now home so please pray for her & Mike. 
 
 Vera Mills is now in a care Home in Borehamwood. She is in 

severe pain from a broken arm and is trying to mobilise with 
the aim of returning home. 

 
 John Peters 
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 Bill Allen 
  
 Krisztina Schreiner has an ongoing, severe back pain & at 

present this has been exacerbated by a side effect from a 
recent cortisone injection. 

 
 Jenny Johnson 
 
 Annette Norman 
 
 Julie Miller 
 
 Jill Halsey's brother-in-law 
 
 Those who are preparing for Baptism  
  

"Come those whose joy is morning sun, 
And those weeping through the night, 
Come those who tell of battles won, 

And those struggling in the fight. 
For His perfect love will never change, 

And His mercies never cease, 
But follow us through all our days, 

With the certain hope of peace. 
  

Rejoice, Rejoice, Let every tongue rejoice! 
One heart, one voice, 

O Church of Christ, rejoice!"            
 (words & music by Getty & Townend/Thank you Music) 

  
Food For thought! 
 
Words that the late Leslie Jones (Marjorie's husband) said in a 
Bible Study 
  
"You'll never know that Jesus is all you need until Jesus is 
all you've got." 
" For some people, seeing us is the only Bible they have." 
  
JJiillll  PPootttteerr  
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BMS World Mission holds a Day of Prayer each year because 
God can do amazing things through faithful prayer, and because 
prayer support is needed!  
 
Sunday 6th February is the day set aside, but the following prayer 
points can be used at any time in order to stand with BMS in prayer 
for our world.  
 
If you have heard from God while praying for the work of BMS 
World Mission, they would love to hear about it!  If you receive any 
words of encouragement or wisdom, please get in touch with Laura, 
Editor of the BMS Prayer Guide via ldurrant@bmsworldmission.org  
or leave a message on the BMS World Mission Facebook page 
or Twitter feed. 
 
To provide more prayer inspiration, daily prayer points are posted 
on BMS’s Facebook page and Twitter feed too.  And don’t forget 
the BMS Prayer Guide, packed full of prayer requests for each day 
of the year.  You can receive a printed copy free of charge 
with Engage, the BMS World Mission magazine.  
 
Please join in prayer for the points below: 
 

1.  BMS World Mission has a strong vision to highlight voices 
from the Global Church throughout their work.  Pray for wis-
dom and guidance for BMS leadership as they seek to put 
this vision in to practice. 
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2.  There were over 82 million forcibly displaced people world-

wide in 2020, largely due to conflicts in Syria, Afghanistan 
and South Sudan.  Pray for wisdom for BMS as they identify 
the best routes possible to help those in crisis. 

  
3.   As we enter the third year of the Covid-19 pandemic, please 

pray for a spirit of resilience among BMS mission workers.  
Pray that the Lord will guide them and their partners as they 
respond to changing contexts caused by the pandemic over 
the next year. 

  
4.   Pray for BMS work sharing the gospel among communities 

who haven’t heard the Word of God before.  Pray especially 
for BMS-supported worker Pastor J in Cambodia, that he will 
be able to bring people living in rural villages to know Jesus. 

  
5.   Pray for BMS work improving livelihoods in marginalised 

communities across the world.  Pray especially for the work 
in Nepali villages, that they would be able to work in partner-
ship with local people to create an environment where all 
can thrive. 

  
6.   The Covid-19 pandemic, the ongoing threat of climate 

change and international conflicts have led to many trage-
dies over the last few years.  Pray that people will feel called 
to give to the BMS disaster recovery fund so that people 
who need it most can be supported when disasters strike. 

  
7. Thank God for the willingness of mission workers to serve 

across the world.  Please pray that God will call more peo-
ple to serve overseas, and that they will share BMS’ vision 
of bringing fullness of life to all. 

 
CChhrriiss  PPeennnn  
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MISSION NEWS 
 
Christian Aid:  Thankyou to everyone who contributed towards 
our Christmas Day collection for Christian Aid.  A total of 
£218.75, inclusive of gift aid, was raised which will support the 
appeal, “Mums on the Frontline of the Climate Crisis.”   
 
Mums like Adut Mariu in South Sudan face impossible choices 
every day.  The appeal is helping build more boreholes, provide 
seeds and farming tools, and give mums the chance to set up 
small businesses.  With clean water, nutritious food and ways to 
earn money, mums won’t have to make such impossible choices 
in the future.   
 
Mission Giving:  We always try to ensure that all our budget is 
used each year and from last year’s allocation we have been 
able to make a grant of £200 in response to the recent Disasters 
Emergency Committee Afghanistan Crisis Appeal.   
 
The situation in Afghanistan today is catastrophic.  Years of con-
flict, the worst drought in 27 years and the ongoing Covid-19 
pandemic have left over 8 million people on the brink of famine.  
A million children under five are at risk of dying by the end of 
March.  DEC charities and their local partners on the ground are 
working to reach the people most in need and the money from 
this appeal will provide food for families and emergency nutrition 
packs for children facing starvation. 
 
Christmas Gift Service:  It was great to welcome Claire and 
Kim from St Albans & Hertsmere Women’s Refuge to our Nativity 
and Gift Service on 12th December.  This was the 7th year we 
have supported the Refuge in this way, and close to 150 individ-
ual children’s gifts were donated, the largest number yet.  After 
the service all the gifts were bagged up and loaded into their 
cars.  They were very appreciative of the generosity of everyone 
who contributed and are already looking forward to meeting us 
again next Christmas.   
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 The Refuge has mailed us to say how much they appreciate all 
the support from many sources.  In a message received just be-
fore Christmas they said, “Due to the amazing generosity of indi-
viduals and groups it’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas in the 
refuge.  The children are getting very excited about celebrating 
whilst living in a safe environment.  We’ve reassured them Santa 
knows where to deliver their gifts!” 
  
Why not take advantage of the current sales and grab a bargain 
ready for this year’s Christmas Gift service! 
  
BMS Partners:  We received acknowledgements from our BMS 
Church Partners Judy Cook in Thailand and the Vokuhl family in 
Nepal, for the Christmas gift vouchers sent to them on behalf of 
the DSBC fellowship.  
  
Judy Cook thanks us for the Amazon gift card and for our sup-
port, and looks forward to meeting us soon.  She will be on home 
assignment in March and is scheduled to be with us four service 
and fellowship lunch on Sunday 6th March.  A date for your diaries! 
  
Pippa Vokuhl messaged: 
“Happy new year!  We do hope that Christmas at Dagnall Street 
went well and that you could have some kind of celebration to-
gether as a family!  We wanted to say a huge thank you for the 
Amazon gift card that the church sent us before Christmas - thank 
you so much for such generosity to us, we were so touched.  It 
has already been used to rent a couple of films over the Christmas 
period, and it will bless us so much in the summer when we are 
back on home leave (covid permitting..!).  Please do pass on our 
thanks to the church. 
  
We had a quiet Christmas here, and were really pleased to be 
able to join in the online service at Headington Baptist on Christ-
mas day, then headed off to Pokhara for a few days for both work 
and play (and to get out of the Kathmandu smog for a 
while!).  School started again yesterday (10th Jan.) - the kids were   
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delighted as it meant a final lifting of most of the remaining covid 
restrictions.  They weren't delighted for long though, as before the 
end of the day the Government had announced that they are shut-
ting schools again, so it's back to online learning once again from 
tomorrow.  They are feeling very upset about this so we would val-
ue prayer for them, as they have spent very little time indeed in 
school over the last 2 years and were just starting to settle into 
their new school here in Kathmandu. 
  
With much love to you and all the church, PIppa.” 
  
Unlock:  Unlock is a small charity established in 1972 to equip 
Christians in inner city and outer housing estates to be more effec-
tive as they share the gospel of Jesus Christ in their own areas.   
They employ between four and eight paid staff including a network 
of workers placed in inner city locations across the UK.  The charity 
is overseen by its National Council and like many charities, particu-
larly small ones, is struggling financially. 
  
For many years sponsorship of around £25K from the annual Lon-
don Walks provided over 50% of their income.  But during the pan-
demic, although they organised ‘virtual walks’, income fell consid-
erably, with last year’s walk income down to around £10.5K. 
  
But plans are well advanced for the 39th London walk which will 
take place for real this year on Saturday 23rd April, around Tower 
Hamlets, London’s inner city East End.  The London Borough of 
Tower Hamlets was created in 1965 with the merger of Bethnal 
Green, Poplar and Stepney.  Once again the walk will highlight the 
contrasts, wealth and poverty, eg. Jack the Ripper and Banardo, 
bagels and curry. 
  
Dagnall Street folk have supported Unlock Walks from the begin-
ning, and I’ve no doubt we will support this year’s as well.  Another 
date for your diaries!   
  
CChhrriiss  PPeennnn  
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 Church List 2022 
 

The Church List for 2022 has been published and we 
hope to have distributed copies to members by the 
time this magazine is issued.  We are very grateful to 
Bill Tromans for ensuring the information is up to date 
and compliant. Please remember that to comply with 
the General Data Protection Regulations, it is im-
portant that you keep the book secure and only use 
the information amongst members of the DSBC con-
gregation.  The list also identifies which deacon has 
been allocated to each member, and for this year there 
are a number of changes which reflect the current di-
aconate.   
 
If you have any views or comments or concerns about 
church matters, please contact Simon, or your allocat-
ed deacon. 
 
CChhrriiss  PPeennnn  
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

19th - Chris Penn 
 
About 30% of children under 5 in Chad are suffering from 
malnutrition.  This is the 7th highest in the  world. Mous-
sa, is a little boy who arrived at Guinebor11 hospital se-
verely underweight, with swollen limbs and diar-
rhoea.  BMS World Mission worker, Mel Spears had insti-
gated training, so that the medical staff could as-
sess malnutrition with a simple test and treat it.  He was 
then given a nutrient rich peanut supplement and treat-
ment for his infections.  To the delight of the staff, his 
swelling reduced and he began to put on weight.  Thanks 
to your support, Moussa can live a healthy childhood and 
the hospital staff are equipped to help other children just 
like him. 
 
Please keep up the good work of supporting the Birthday 
Scheme. 
Are there any readers who would like to join the Scheme, 
especially those born in February? 
 
Happy Birthday to you, 
 
LLiinnddaa  WWiilllliiaammss  

23 

                         February 2022 

 

 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

19th - Chris Penn 
 
About 30% of children under 5 in Chad are suffering from 
malnutrition.  This is the 7th highest in the  world. Mous-
sa, is a little boy who arrived at Guinebor11 hospital se-
verely underweight, with swollen limbs and diar-
rhoea.  BMS World Mission worker, Mel Spears had insti-
gated training, so that the medical staff could as-
sess malnutrition with a simple test and treat it.  He was 
then given a nutrient rich peanut supplement and treat-
ment for his infections.  To the delight of the staff, his 
swelling reduced and he began to put on weight.  Thanks 
to your support, Moussa can live a healthy childhood and 
the hospital staff are equipped to help other children just 
like him. 
 
Please keep up the good work of supporting the Birthday 
Scheme. 
Are there any readers who would like to join the Scheme, 
especially those born in February? 
 
Happy Birthday to you, 
 
LLiinnddaa  WWiilllliiaammss  



Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

24 

 

 

St 

Paul’s 

St Clement 
Danes 

SATURDAY 
12th February 
10am –12pm 

In 
The Lower Hall 

For  
Dad’s. granddad’s and uncles 

with under 5’s 
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All Hallows 
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TODDLERS  
  

Every Wednesday morning  
during term time 
9.45—11.30am  

Parents and carers with under 5’s 
welcome  

Maximum 25 adults on first come first  
served basis  

(Wearing of face masks encouraged) 
£2 per family 
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The Vineyard Bridge Project is helping people get back on 
their feet with their ‘members shop’ and is also offering emer-
gency food parcels.  They have links with the Trussell Trust 
who run national Foodbanks of which St Albans and District 
Foodbank is one. 

Their shopping lists are different and can be accessed online.  
Also both websites have facilities to donate on line. 

This is what we propose—we can still collect donated items 
from you or you can bring them to church or there are collec-
tion baskets at most supermarkets. 

We will then sort and deliver them in the week  - or just label 
the bag as to where you want it to go. 

This is the link to the latest shopping list: 

https://stalbansdistrict.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food 

Once again many thanks for your continued support. 

 

THE VINEYARD 

31 

                         February 2022 

 

 

The Vineyard Bridge Project is helping people get back on 
their feet with their ‘members shop’ and is also offering emer-
gency food parcels.  They have links with the Trussell Trust 
who run national Foodbanks of which St Albans and District 
Foodbank is one. 

Their shopping lists are different and can be accessed online.  
Also both websites have facilities to donate on line. 

This is what we propose—we can still collect donated items 
from you or you can bring them to church or there are collec-
tion baskets at most supermarkets. 

We will then sort and deliver them in the week  - or just label 
the bag as to where you want it to go. 

This is the link to the latest shopping list: 

https://stalbansdistrict.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food 

Once again many thanks for your continued support. 

 

THE VINEYARD 



Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

32 

 

 

Christmas Walk 
 
On Wednesday 29th December, 15 brave souls (see photo) met at 
The Alford Arms in Frithsden. Some of us had an alfresco lunch 
before being joined by the remainder for a walk around the local 
villages of Nettleden and Great Gaddesden. It was VERY muddy 
but every one survived and some even enjoyed themselves ! 
 
Many thanks to Heidi Treadwell for recommending the walk and 
the pub. 
 
Join us for our next walk on Good Friday, the 15th April. 
 
CCoolliinn  &&  SSuuee  OOwweenn  
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TABLE TENNIS/GAMES CLUB 
NOW OPEN! 

 
EVERY MONDAY 
FROM 10.30am 

 
We meet every Monday from 1030am in the 
 Lower Hall for table tennis, snooker, pool, car-
pet bowls, chess, draughts or any other table 
game. 
 

Refreshments available in the Cross Street 
Centre Café. 

 
Everybody welcome for a time of fun and 

 Fellowship! 
 

TTrreevvoorr  OOaakklleeyy  
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The birds have been singing to-day 
And saying: "The spring is near! 
The sun is as warm as in May, 
And the deep blue heavens are clear." 

The little bird on the boughs 
Of the sombre snow-laden pine 
Thinks: "Where shall I build me my house, 
And how shall I make it fine? 

"For the season of snow is past; 
The mild south wind is on high; 
And the scent of the spring is cast 
From his wing as he hurries by." 

The little birds twitter and cheep 
To their loves on the leafless larch: 
But seven foot deep the snow-wreaths sleep, 
And the year hath not worn to March. 

IN FEBRUARY 
 
John Addington Symonds 
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  MARCH ISSUE CONTRIBUTIONS BY 
THURSDAY, 17th FEBRUARY 

 
Happy New Year Everyone! 
 
The Festive season is well and truly over and Spring beck-
ons!  My daffodil bulbs have broken ground and I have snow-
drops in the dark corner of my garden.  I took delivery of a 
small compost bin last year and have been tending it regular-
ly, but I don’t think it will be ready to use this year.  But it does 
smell nice and I have seen evidence of many worms!  Last 
year I used an online garden plant supplier called Rocket 
Gardens and they have sent out information to start preparing 
and planting for vegetables this year.  They are very good be-
cause you can measure your planting area and they will pro-
vide the plants to suit the area, which means that you don’t 
over order and waste plants.  My cut and come again lettuce 
is still going from last summer. 
 
I have brought a new laptop and some of the things it is doing 
is surprising me—little boxes keep popping up all over the 
screen!  It doesn’t do things the same way as my old laptop 
and I have to keep downloading little extras.  I’m sure I will 
get used to it.  It was a bit of a trial setting it all up but with the 
help of my computer literate son we managed it.  I now have 
the decision whether I buy a better mobile phone or I replace 
my ipad.  Decisions, decisions! 
 
Just to prove I listen and take in the sermons, sometimes, I 
can’t get that woman in America who took an axe to the bars 
she entered, then made a profit from selling axes!  What a 
woman! 
 
Don’t forget to come and see us in the Cross Street Café. 
   
GGllyynniiss  
glynis.griffiths1@gmail.com 
01462 733665 
07709 618571 
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What, When and Where February 2022  
  
The church is now open for in-person services at 10.30am 
each Sunday and these will be conducted within the current 
guidelines.  We are still maintaining a chair space between 
households.  We are asking for facemasks to be worn in 
church while the government guidelines continue. 
  
The on-line podcasts will also continue for the foreseeable 
future. 
  
After service coffee is being served in the Cross Street Cen-
tre. Thanks to volunteers table service will continue. 
  
Wednesday Midday prayers on Facebook including a com-
munion service. 
  
Toddlers is now open every  Wednesday, from 9.45—
11.30am, in the Lower Hall during term time. 
  
Who Let the Dad’s out will be held on the second Saturday of 
each month (11th December) 
  
Monday table tennis/games club is now being held in the 
Lower Hall from 10.30am 
  
Newsletter  by email. 
  
The Cross Street Café is open weekly from Wednesday to 
Saturday, 10am to 2pm. 
  
 Stay safe and keep in touch. 
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