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Dear Friends,
Catriona and I went to the Royal Opera House last
month. I received some vouchers for my birthday
and had saved them up for a performance of La traviata. I have a fairly unsophisticated palette when it
comes to opera, in that I like to hear music that I
know. Yes, I know there is a logical fallacy there, but
I think many of you will know what I mean. I don’t
want to be challenged – I want to go out into the night weeping and
whistling in equal measure.
La traviata ticks both of these boxes, with some great tunes as well
as a heroine dying of consumption, although, remarkably, still able
to sing at the top of her voice. If you have never seen the opera, but
have watched the film Pretty Woman, you will have heard some of
the music and recognise some of the plot. La traviata was of course
based on Pretty Woman … or was it the other way around. I forget.

We celebrated the 301st anniversary of Baptists worshipping in St
Albans this year and I find it interesting that when our forebears first
worshipped here, most of the artforms that we know now – including opera – were non-existent or at least in their infancy. While there
had been written stories in the past, none of these were in the form
that we would recognise as a modern novel. One of the earliest
English novels was Robinson Crusoe, which was published just the
year before there was a church building on our site. While there had
been stories told with music in the early 17th century, it wasn’t until
the second half of the 18th century that Mozart began turning out
operas like Dion Giovanni and The Marriage of Figaro. Those first
Baptist Christians in St Albans would have had to wait more than
150 years until they had a new building before they could go to
watch La bohème and Tosca. However, what they could have gone
to see and hear was an oratorio.
Oratorios would have appealed to 18th century Baptists more than
the more racy stories in Mozart’s operas and in 1743, they would
have had the opportunity to hear Handel’s Messiah at Covent Gar
3
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den. For the last 278 years, Handel’s Messiah has for many people
stood alongside the Bible as the text that informs and supports the
faith of Christian people.
The way that Charles Jennens libretto uses the scripture of the Old
and New Testaments has in some ways changed the way we hear
the Bible’s words. Who now thinks that “For unto us a child is born”
and “I know that my redeemer liveth” refer to anything other than Jesus? It is perfectly legitimate to hear these words as prophetic, but
their original context was pre-Christian ancient Israel.
This is not a criticism or an attempt to undermine the message of
The Messiah, but rather it is intended to indicate how influential it
has been.
During the course of this Advent we will be using some of the bestknown airs and choruses from Handel’s work as once again we explore the coming of God’s Messiah.
Of course, like a puppy, Handel’s Messiah is not just for Christmas
and much of this oratorio relates to the death and resurrection of Jesus and the promise of new life for God’s children. So perhaps that
is our Easter theme sorted …
Best wishes

George Frideric Handel
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26th
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Tea+Chat+Prayer
These are informal gatherings in the homes of church
members where we have a social time that ends with a
pray for any pastoral needs mentioned. All are welcome
to come and transport is available if
needed –
please ask me if you need help.
The dates and hosts of the next two sessions are as
follows:
14th December

Richard and Flo Mintern

11th January

Alan and Jill Potter
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The Winter Beds Project
This winter the St Albans Winter Beds project
will once again provide 4 extra beds for people
rough sleeping in St Albans during the winter
months. The Open Door night shelter on Bricket
Road can accommodate 12 people all year
round, but for the fifth winter running the charity
will provide extra beds throughout the coldest
season. This year the charity will be partnering
with Emmaus and St Albans Council to provide
the project.
The Winter Beds Project provides people who would otherwise be
rough sleeping with self-contained sleeper cabins. Each cabins
provides secure, Covid safe accommodation with heating, electricity and ensuite facilities. Guests of the project are supported to
find secure accommodation to move on to by the rough sleeper
outreach team. Last year due to Covid the project ran from January through to the beginning of April and accommodated 17 people, 11 of which moved on to secure accommodation.
This year the Winter Beds Project will run from December to
March and all volunteers are given full training. The project based
at Emmaus St Albans is looking for volunteers to help run the project this winter. Volunteers are needed to help welcome guests
and book them into cabins when they arrive in the evening, and to
wake guests and clear cabins in the morning.
For further details or to volunteer, please email:
winterbedsproject@opendoorstalbans.org
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Family Nativity & Gift Service
Sunday 12th Dec. 10.00am
We will once again be collecting children’s gifts during the morning service
on Sunday 12th December for the St Albans and Hertsmere Women’s Refuge, (SAHWR). Last
year you very generously donated over 120 ‘wonderful’
presents which were gratefully received
by the refuge. This is a very valuable and tangible way of supporting a real need in our local community.
This year’s arrangements will be similar to last year:Firstly, the Refuge would prefer presents not to be gift
wrapped, as although a number of them are given on
behalf of Santa, others are passed directly to the respective parent, who can arrange the gift wrapping and
make the gift more personal. The refuge have advised
us that, as well as gifts for young children they would
particularly appreciate gifts for girls and boys from 12
years of age and upwards.
Secondly, although we are currently holding regular inperson services, we know that a number of you will not
be in attendance. So, we will arrange for a Gift Donation Box to be left in the lower link for contributions to be
made in advance, from Monday 29th November. For
those of you who would like your contribution to be collected, please get in touch with me.
Thirdly, you can also make a financial
gift to SAHWR in the following ways:
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DAGNALL STREET REGISTER OF MARRIAGES
Many of you may not be aware that the way in which all churches of all denominations record marriages changed in May earlier
this year.
For all marriages that were celebrated here at Dagnall Street we
used to have two registers, one of which was kept by the church
as a record of all marriages that have taken place, which formed
an important part of our church archive.
Instead, a legal marriage document is now sent to our local Registry Office once a marriage has taken place here and, therefore,
the church now need to consider the purchase of a brand new
register for our own archive, otherwise we would have no written
record owned by the church of couples married here. This is the
case for all churches across the country.

Christine Boot, who has been our Authorised Person for Marriages for so many years and provided such wonderful support
to the Ministers and so many couples, has kept a notebook of
any marriages that have taken place since May 2021.
However, it would be wonderful if the church could have its own
especially designed marriage register for Dagnall Street, which
would last for so many years to come.
As you know, the church finances have been stretched over the
last 18 months so I don’t feel that this small expense should
come out of church funds.
I would like to suggest that anyone who is interested in maintaining a beautiful record of marriages in this church is free to give a
donation—no matter how small—to help fund this.
Perhaps you or someone in your family was married here and is
in the previous register, a small gift towards the cost would be
12
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a legacy.
Any donations can be sent by bank transfer using the reference ‘Marriage Register’ or given by hand to Christine or Gemma.
Diane Saunders
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PASTORAL TEAM
The Minister, Simon, and members of the Pastoral Team
are always happy to make appointments to visit, talk or
pray with you. This can take place in your home, at Cross
Street or at our homes at your convenience and at mutually convenient times.
Marjorie Jones (01727 422930), Jill Potter (07779
797928), Emma Johnson (07974 161535, Liz Blight
(07884 431051), and Alison Ashmore (01727 867335),
are also active members of the Pastoral Team.
Simon and the team hope you will notify them of anybody
who you think may be ill, lonely or who needs help.
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PASTORAL NEWS
We are all now beginning to notice the year drawing on as it
seems to get darker earlier each evening. However, Christmas
is not far away and as we celebrate the coming of Jesus many
will light up their windows and gardens to cheer us all up. Remember there is always Cross Street Café in which to enjoy
fellowship and a safe cake and cup of tea.
As in any church family there are hose who need our continuing prayers. Please remember those who mourn:
Martin Hannah and Jane Durham, whose mother, Elsie Hannah, died this week. Also the family of our longest serving
member, David Hance, who died last week. Vera Mills is now
on her own after John’s death and is managing with carers.
A number of members of the fellowship have ongoing health
problems—Julia Plant, Linda Williams, John and Carol Macey,
Trevor Oakley and Ollie and Brian Branch. Some are undergoing hospital tests—Sue Owen, Katy Wright and Jenny Johnson.
John Seckerson has been in hospital and has ongoing tests
and Bill Allen is having a hospital procedure this week.
We also remember those who are having problems with friends
or family, or involving work. It is a difficult time for many people
including the Health Service and supporting services. We pray
we shall all be mindful of all these people and keeps them in
our thoughts.
Romans 15 verse 13
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you
trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit.”
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CHRISTMAS EVE CONUNDRUM
1) The golden sun dipped swiftly
Behind the stone clad row
Of buildings silhouetted
Against the afterglow
2) The streets had fallen silent
The shops had all shut down
Depositing their takings
At the bank branch in the town
3) The manager closed up the doors
The bolts were quite a size
And surely he’d imagined
A pair of piercing eyes
4) The banks alarms were readied
And put in night time mode
He exited on keying in
The shutter access code
5) Soon he had departed
And started up his car
Driving rather quickly
For he planned to travel far
6) Presently a torch beam
Shone then circled wide
A manhole cover opened
And someone slipped inside
7) She crawled along in darkness
And then began to climb
The tunnel was unpleasant
And caked in greenish slime
8) She crept into the basement
Her tools were in a tin
Selecting what she needed
She covered up her skin
Solution page 32

9) She took some high explosive
From a special case
She planned to blow the bank vault
And all was now in place
10) She cautiously proceeded
Along a narrow aisle
Deep between some boxes
She heaped them in a pile
11) She raised herself up gently
And set the match alight
Soon bangs shook the building
The smoke reached ceiling height
12) A joist fell down upon her
And she was nicely caught
Surrounded by the debris
Her plans had come to naught!
The well-known daring burglar
known as ‘Snaffles’ has tried to carry
out another audacious crime robbing the bank of all the Christmas
takings. Thankfully the plot was
foiled and Snaffles is now trapped
and awaiting the attentions of Inspector Sweep of the Yard. If she is
to have a nice clean case she needs
to find all the escaped words relating
to Christmas and winter time which
have been caught in the lines of this
rhyme. Can you help her to recover
the missing words and add to the
Christmas cheer? There are 16
words to find.
All words are hidden in other words
with letters in the right order e.g.
looking for animals in the words
“when I open the box”

18 Megan Thompson 2021
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Christmas Post Box
The Christmas Post Box will be available in the Upper
Link on Sundays Nov 28th Dec 5th Dec 12th.
This is for cards for regular worshippers.
Cards will be available for collection from the Church
Vestibule from Wednesday 15th Dec and given out on
Sunday Dec 19th.
We are suggesting that you send one card to include
all our Church family again this year. These will then
be displayed in the Link for all to see and share. This
was originally instigated to help our environment by
using less card and paper. The number of us sending cards in this way is slowly growing.
There will be a Post Box available as usual for individual cards that you might wish to send and a basket to receive the cards addressed to the ‘Church
Family’.
Donations in lieu of postage please, will go to our
Christian Aid Project and can be placed in the Christmas Post Box
The Postal Team

19

Dagnall Street Baptist Church and Cross Street Centre Magazine

20

December
December21/January
21/January2222

Solution
Solutionpage
page3333

21
21

Dagnall Street Baptist Church and Cross Street Centre Magazine

Planned Mission Giving
Our Planned Mission Giving budget for this year totalled £3.8K and
included grants to the following:Central Baptist Association - Regional Minister’s Fund.
Central Baptist Association - local project.
Manipur Trust - supporting the work of Emmanuel School in
Northern India.
Herts Welcomes Refugees - support refugees from Afghanistan.
Centre 33 - who have been working in partnership with Open Door,
other local charities and the council to ensure hot meals continue
to be served to those who need them.
The Bible Society.

Hertfordshire Community Foundation - in support of St Albans
Fund for the Future - launched by John Peters during his Mayoral
year in 2000.
Open Door - supporting work amongst the homeless in St Albans.
Knit for Peace - financial support to enable knitting to reach people that need it most.
STEP, St Albans and Harpenden Christian Education Project working in most of the secondary schools in the district.
Regent’s Park College Oxford - one of the five UK Baptist colleges.
Later this month we will also be sending our regular Christmas gifts
to our BMS partners, Judy Cook in Thailand and the Vokuhl family in Nepal.
Chris Penn
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Quorum Concert
Saturday December 18th - 7.30pm
Elsewhere in this magazine you will find details about Quorum
Singers Christmas Concert to be held in the church. Entry is free
but there will be a retiring collection for Christian Aid. All donations received, will go towards Christian Aid’s Global Hunger Appeal, where over 30 million people in 20 countries are teetering on
the brink of famine. Covid-19, violent conflict and the climate crisis have combined to cause a dramatic increase in global hunger.
In particular, Afghanistan is experiencing a complex humanitarian
emergency, as the country faces political upheaval, a worsening
drought, and the Covid pandemic. Already this year over 550,000
have become displaced, in addition to the 2.9 million Afghans already internally displaced at the end of 2020, as a result of decades of conflict. The majority of these are displaced women and
children.
Families in Afghanistan desperately need food and clean water to
survive. If we act now, we can prevent unnecessary deaths. With
the help of local CA partners, our support can make a world of difference. CA partners work with communities to prevent famine
and build resilience by delivering life-saving food and support to
people who need them most.
A Prayer for Global Hunger:
When Famine stalks the land, nothing grows. Plants cannot, people cannot, ideas and dreams cannot - everything withers and
dies.
It is a violent aberration of your will for the world and it is multiplied
now by conflict, climate change and COVID.
God of the flourishing field, there is enough to feed us all. Call us
to that sacred sharing - neighbour to global neighbour - your gifts
of food, water, a chance to live the life so delicately crafted by
your divine spirit.
23
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We will not turn away but turn towards each other with generosity
and a justice-driven compassion that searches for solutions.
Famine stalks the land, so may our outrage grow, may our determination steel itself, may our solidarity spur us into action.
God of the flourishing field, help us feed each other.
Amen.

St Paul’s

SATURDAY
11th DECEMBER
10am –12pm
In
St Clement
Danes
The Lower Hall
For
Dad’s. granddad’s and uncles
with under 5’s
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All Hallows
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CHRISTMAS CONCERT AT YWAM
HARPENDEN
Saturday 4th December at 2pm
AFTERNOON TEDDY CONCERT
WITH
THE KINGS CHAMBER ORCHESTRA

Saturday 4th December 4.30pm
(physically distanced)
AFTERNOON CONCERT
WITH
THE KINGS CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
Saturday 4th December 7.30pm
EVENING CONCERT
WITH
THE KINGS CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
YWAM Harpenden
The Chapel
Youth with a Mission
6 Highfield Oval
Harpenden AL% 4BX
01582 463300
Tickets available on the YWAM website
ywam.org
26
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Woolly Hat Poem
I’m standing here at midnight
Waiting for the day
For Christmas is a-coming
And all this will convey
Presents sparkle brightly
But I am feeling flat
Stuck behind the Christmas crib
I’m just a woolly hat

And as the winter deepens
I’ll be there with a will
On a frosty morning
I’ll stop a nasty chill
When the toys have broken
Or their batteries are flat
I’ll still be fit for purpose
Your wondrous woolly hat

My ancient wrapping paper
Is patched as you can see
I’m wearing bits of tinsel
Borrowed from the tree
Other gifts have pride of place
I’m sharing with the cat
For I’m not much to look at
A simple woolly hat

Megan Thompson 2021

I’m not a diamond necklace
Nor yet an action toy
With flashing lights and wiring
And promising much joy
Today I’ll just be called for
If they break the thermostat
The only knitted gift this year
A humble woolly hat

I may look plain and simple
Like a mitten or a glove
I have an inner beauty
As I’m sent with so much love
A multicoloured pattern
Distinctive in format
Lasting through for many years
Your homely woolly hat
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TODDLERS
Every Wednesday morning
during term time
9.45—11.30am
Parents and carers with under 5’s
welcome
Maximum 25 adults on first come first
served basis
(Wearing of face masks encouraged)

£2 per family
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BIRTHDAYS FOR
DECEMBER

3rd—Bill Tromans
We remember Les Jones, whose birthday was
on the 22nd

Oh, dearest Jesus, Holy Child,
Make thee a bed, soft, undefiled,
Within my heart, that it may be
A quiet chamber kept for thee.
(Martin Luther 1483-1546)
December with a snowflake and a star..
In the inn of December, a fire, a loaf and a bottle
of wine.
Travellers rich and poor are on the roads.
(George Mackay Brown)

29
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BIRTHDAYS FOR JANUARY
3rd– Ruth Seckerson
9th-Brian Branch
10th– Barbara Penn
We remember Marie Rowson whose birthday was on
the 3rd and Dennis who is now living in Exeter
Enjoy the stream, O harmless fish;
And when an angler for his dish,
Attempts a wretch to pull thee out,
God give thee strength, O gentle trout,
To pull the rascal in!
You may wonder why I chose this poem. It’s in the Lion Book of
Christian Poetry. On half-term in Yorkshire, we went to a trout
pond where everyone was guaranteed to catch one. My grandson
caught four and we enjoyed them that night for supper. But what
shocked me was when the hook was taken out of its throat, it had
to be killed by banging its head with something like a truncheon. It
was then put in a bucket, where it still kept moving. So I have every sympathy with the trout in the poem but, obviously, I do not want
my grandsons to be pulled into the water!!
Happy Birthday to everyone with a birthdays in December and
January.

LindaWilliams
30
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THE VINEYARD

The Vineyard Bridge Project is helping people get back on
their feet with their ‘members shop’ and is also offering emergency food parcels. They have links with the Trussell Trust
who run national Foodbanks of which St Albans and District
Foodbank is one.
Their shopping lists are different and can be accessed online.
Also both websites have facilities to donate on line.
This is what we propose—we can still collect donated items
from you or you can bring them to church or there are collection baskets at most supermarkets.
We will then sort and deliver them in the week - or just label
the bag as to where you want it to go.
This is the link to the latest shopping list:
https://stalbansdistrict.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food
Once again many thanks for your continued support.
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CHRISTMAS EVE CONUNDRUM—SOLUTION
1) The golden sun dipped swiftly
Behind the stone clad row
Of buildings silhouetted
Against the afterglow

9) She took some high explosive
From a special case
She planned to blow the bank vault
And all was now in place

2) The streets had fallen silent
The shops had all shut down
Depositing their takings
At the bank branch in the town

10) She cautiously proceeded
Along a narrow aisle
Deep between some boxes
She heaped them in a pile

3) The manager closed up the doors
The bolts were quite a size
And surely he’d imagined
A pair of piercing eyes

11) She raised herself up gently
And set the match alight
Soon bangs shook the building
The smoke reached ceiling height

4) The banks alarms were readied
And put in night time mode
He exited on keying in
The shutter access code

12) A joist fell down upon her
And she was nicely caught
Surrounded by the debris
Her plans had come to naught!

5) Soon he had departed
And started up his car
Driving rather quickly
For he planned to travel far

Gold, tree, magi, donkey, star, card,
present, santa, cake, tinsel, ski, snow,
sled, elf, lights, ice.

6) Presently a torch beam
Shone then circled wide
A manhole cover opened
And someone slipped inside

Megan Thompson 2021

7) She crawled along in darkness
And then began to climb
The tunnel was unpleasant
And caked in greenish slime
8) She crept into the basement
Her tools were in a tin
Selecting what she needed
She covered up her skin
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A VISIT FROM ST NICHOLAS
Clement Clarke Moore
'Twas the night before Christmas, when all thro’ the house,
Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse;
The stockings were hung by the chimney with care,
In hopes that St. Nicholas soon would be there;
The children were nestled all snug in their beds,

While visions of sugar plums danc’d in their heads,
And Mama in her ‘kerchief, and I in my cap,
Had just settled our brains for a long winter’s nap —
When out on the lawn there arose such a clatter,
I sprang from the bed to see what was the matter.
Away to the window I flew like a flash,
Tore open the shutters, and threw up the sash.

The moon on the breast of the new fallen snow,
Gave the lustre of mid-day to objects below;
When, what to my wondering eyes should appear,
But a miniature sleigh, and eight tiny rein-deer,
With a little old driver, so lively and quick,
I knew in a moment it must be St. Nick.
More rapid than eagles his coursers they came,

And he whistled, and shouted, and call’d them by name:
“Now! Dasher, now! Dancer, now! Prancer, and Vixen,
“On! Comet, on! Cupid, on! Dunder and Blixem;
“To the top of the porch! to the top of the wall!
“Now dash away! dash away! dash away all!”
As dry leaves before the wild hurricane fly,
When they meet with an obstacle, mount to the sky;

So up to the house-top the coursers they flew,
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With the sleigh full of Toys — and St. Nicholas too:
And then in a twinkling, I heard on the roof
The prancing and pawing of each little hoof.
As I drew in my head, and was turning around,
Down the chimney St. Nicholas came with a bound:
He was dress’d all in fur, from his head to his foot,
And his clothes were all tarnish’d with ashes and soot;

A bundle of toys was flung on his back,
And he look’d like a peddler just opening his pack:
His eyes — how they twinkled! his dimples how merry,
His cheeks were like roses, his nose like a cherry;
His droll little mouth was drawn up like a bow.
And the beard of his chin was as white as the snow;
The stump of a pipe he held tight in his teeth,

And the smoke it encircled his head like a wreath.
He had a broad face, and a little round belly
That shook when he laugh’d, like a bowl full of jelly:
He was chubby and plump, a right jolly old elf,
And I laugh’d when I saw him in spite of myself;
A wink of his eye and a twist of his head
Soon gave me to know I had nothing to dread.
He spoke not a word, but went straight to his work,
And fill’d all the stockings; then turn’d with a jerk,
And laying his finger aside of his nose
And giving a nod, up the chimney he rose.
He sprung to his sleigh, to his team gave a whistle,
And away they all flew, like the down of a thistle:
But I heard him exclaim, ere he drove out of sight —
'Happy Christmas to all, and to all a good night.'
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FEBRUARY ISSUE CONTRIBUTIONS BY
THURSDAY, 20th JANUARY
Christmas is upon us. Last weekend (20/21 November) was
stir up Sunday which is supposed to be the traditional date for
making the Christmas pudding. Unusually, I have not made
any this year. I hope nobody is going to be disappointed.
Small parcels have gone today to Australia. The postage was
far in excess of the value of what was in the parcels! I’m
transferring money for my Australian grandsons main presents as they get greater value that way!
Tomorrow I’m off to see the new James Bond film, I’m looking
forward to that. I haven’t been to the cinema for nearly two
years. I’m not going alone I’m going with Jan and her husband and we will all be masked!
Haven’t really thought about presents yet, I must get myself
organised otherwise there will be nothing left!!
See you in Cross Street,.
Glynis
glynis.griffiths1@gmail.com
01462 733665
07709 618571
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What, When and Where December 21/January 22
What, When and Where December 21/January 22
The church is now open for in-person services at 10.30am
The
is and
nowthese
open will
for in-person
services
atthe
10.30am
eachchurch
Sunday
be conducted
within
current
each
Sunday
and
these
will
be
conducted
within
the
current
guidelines. We are still maintaining a chair space between
guidelines.
We
are
still
maintaining
a
chair
space
between
households. Face masks are optional and we are reserving
households.
maskswho
are optional
and and
we are
reserving
the side aislesFace
for people
wear masks
would
like to
the
side
aisles
for
people
who
wear
masks
and
would
like to
maintain social distancing. The on-line podcasts will also
maintain
social
distancing.
The
on-line
podcasts
will
also
continue for the foreseeable future.
continue for the foreseeable future.
After service coffee is being served in the Cross Street CenAfter
servicetocoffee
is being
served
in the
Street Centre. Thanks
volunteers
table
service
willCross
continue.
tre. Thanks to volunteers table service will continue.
Wednesday Midday prayers on Facebook including a comWednesday
Midday prayers on Facebook including a communion service.
munion service.
Toddlers is now open every Wednesday, from 9.45—
Toddlers
open every
Wednesday,
from 9.45—
11.30am,isinnow
the Lower
Hall during
term time.
11.30am, in the Lower Hall during term time.
Who Let the Dad’s out will be held on the second Saturday of
Who
the (11th
Dad’sDecember)
out will be held on the second Saturday of
each Let
month
each month (11th December)
Newsletter by email.
Newsletter by email.
The Cross Street Café is open weekly from Wednesday to
The
Cross10am
StreettoCafé
Saturday,
2pm.is open weekly from Wednesday to
Saturday, 10am to 2pm.
Stay safe and keep in touch.
Stay safe and keep in touch.
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Carnegie Museum of Art
Carnegie Museum of Art

40
40

