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 Minister: Rev Simon J Carver, MA, BSc, - simoncarver@btinternet.com 
  

Church Secretary: Chris Penn 
  

Finance Deacon: Trevor Oakley 
  

Property: Ray Saunders  
  

Site Manager and Caretaker: David Hobbs  

Cross Street: 01727 846891  
  
Bookings: bookings@dsbc.org.uk/01727 844348 
  
  

Charity Registration Number: 1127791 

SERVICES IN NOVEMBER 

  10.30am/Podcast 

November 7th 

Revd Fiona Penny 
Communion 

Podcast 
The Cost of Sacrifice 

Mark 12:38-44 
 

November 
14th 

Don’t Panic! 
Mark 13:1-8 

 

November 
21st 

What is truth? 
John 18:33-37 

 

November 
28th 

For unto us a child is born … 
All-Age 

Messy Church 
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Dear Friends, 
 
These days I tend to find out what’s on television 
by watching other people watching television on 
the Channel 4 show Gogglebox. Who knew that 
watching people watching television could be 
such a successful format and that the people 
whom we see sitting on their sofas have become 
minor celebrities. Last Friday I discovered that there is a reality TV 
show called Love Trap in which a man has to guess which of the 
woman with whom he shares a mansion are in fact single and 
which are only pretending. If he thinks that they are pretending 
they fall through a trap door. I feel like I’m telling you about it to 
save you from watching it yourselves. Another one of the Goggle-
box snippets was of a show called The Mating Game. Now you 
might think it was yet another game show, but you would be 
wrong as it is in fact a David Attenborough documentary series 
about how animals reproduce. The episode I saw was about ex-
plosive breeding frogs. Just once a year when the rains come to 
make a pond, all the male frogs start singing to attract the females 
and so find a mate. The life cycles of these and other animals is 
remarkable as they make such efforts to reproduce and continue 
the species. 
 
Some years ago, before he made his fortune in Hollywood, Jason 
Statham appeared in an advert for KitKat in which he described 
the life cycle of a salmon in which it spends its life relentlessly 
striving to get upstream. Finally it reaches its goal and it dies. The 
punchline is that we are not salmon, so have a break, have a Kit-
Kat. 
 
However, the reality is that while we may not experience the life of 
a salmon, human beings have a life cycle none the less. 
 
I have been thinking about this idea of ‘life cycle’ within my own 
family. As I write this, it would have been my mother’s 97th birth-
day. My son gets married on 5th November and my younger  
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daughter is expecting her first child and our third grandchild in 
February. My own life is nearer the end than its beginning. The 
circle of life seems very real. 
  
The joy that greets the arrival of a new life, is balanced by the 
sadness we experience when an older life ends. Our lives are not 
intended to be limitless and so they have an end. I have heard it 
said that we have been created to know love, but this means that 
we must also know the pain of bereavement. We must experi-
ence the sadness of loss. 
 
Our Western understanding of time is that it is linear – it has a 
beginning and will perhaps also have an end. In the Jewish and 
Christian faiths, there is no ‘perhaps’ as there is a belief that God 
will bring all things to a close. However, in other faiths time is 
considered to be circular, with repetition built in. 
 
I think that both views have their place. I believe that there was a 
beginning to all things and that there will be an end,  but I am al-
so drawn to the idea of the ‘circle of life’. Just as the leaves that 
fall from the trees will return to the earth and become part of the 
life of new plants, so we must also ‘fall to the earth’ and so leave 
space for others to take our place. 
 
This is the pattern of our earthly lives, but Christian people have 
faith in a God who promises that we can break out of this cycle of 
finite living and share the life of God – a life that is eternal. It is 
hard for us to imagine what that is like, but one day we will know, 
‘even as we are known’. 
 
Best wishes 
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Pilgrimage Journey: Kensworth to Dagnall Street 
 
On Saturday 16th October Simon, Chris, Richard, Lesley, Susan and 
Colin walked from St Mary’s Church in Kensworth to Dagnall Street. 
This was to celebrate 300 years of Baptists on our current site (1720 – 
2020). However, for the obvious reason we were unable to do this last 
year so it seemed appropriate to do it near to the church anniversary 
this year. 
 
In the early 17th century Christian gatherings that were not authorised 
by the Church of England were illegal. So “dissenters of the Church of 
England” from Hertfordshire and Bedfordshire were worshipping away 
from their towns at Kensworth. In 1675 the congregation consisted of 
350 members from many different towns and villages including 12 men 
and 17 women from St Albans. 
 
Around the end of the century, there was greater religious freedom. 
This meant that the St Albans congregation could meet in their own 
town and in 1720 the first Baptist meeting house opened on the site of 
the current church. 
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 We don’t know how the early St Albans Baptists journeyed to Kens-
worth, but we imagine that the predominant means of travel was 
walking. It is pure speculation on how much of our route replicates 
that of these early dissenters. Although, as Watling Street dates back 
to Roman times, it was probably one of the routes used by the walk-
ers. 
 
However, on our walk we avoided Watling Street and its 21st century 
traffic and followed footpaths, going through the villages along the 
way. 
 
We started in the car park of St Marys Church where our walk was 
blessed by Nicola Lenthall (the vicar of St Marys). 
 
We first walked up the steep hill (where someone was heard to say 
“Are we nearly there yet?”) and onto the main street of Kensworth 
and then across the fields to Markyate where we passed Markyate 
Baptist Church. After that it was across more fields to Flamstead 
where we encountered the mysterious “Den’s Alley” which at the oth-
er end is “Fred’s Alley” (for an explanation of this, see Chris). 
 
Another feature of Flamstead at the moment is the scaffolding which 
completely envelops St Leonard’s Church. The long-awaited repair 
of the 900-year-old church's roof is finally going ahead following 
a grant from the National Lottery. 
 
From Flamstead, it was more fields until we reached a bridge over the 
M1. Chris said that, obviously, it would not have been there in the 17th 
century, but if not how would they have crossed the M1? It was then 
into Redbourn where we shared a well-earned lunch break on the 
common. 
 
After lunch we crossed the Hemel Hempstead Road and thereafter 
followed the Ver Valley walk, crossing the St Albans Road and arriv-
ing at  Rebournbury watermill where we had a pleasant surprise. The 
mill was open and there was a stall selling their home-made bread 
and cakes. As it would have been rude to walk by, we felt we had to 
buy something and some of us could not resist tucking in immediate-
ly. 
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We then continued along the Ver Valley walk, re-crossing the (now) 
Redbourn Road into Gorhambury. There were rumours that it was 
closed for grouse shooting but we were not deterred and all of us 
made it successfully out onto Bluehouse Hill. 
After that it was the familiar route up Fishpool Street, passing the 
clock tower and into Dagnall Street where there was a rapturous 
reception of dozens of church members with welcome home ban-
ners. Actually, there was Linda Roberts who seemed to have for-
gotten her banner! 
 
If you are interested in knowing more about this walk, speak to 
Chris who has an excellent document containing the history and the 
walk in much greater detail and who is always keen to lead another 
walk at any time. 
 
CCoolliinn  &&  SSuuee  OOwweenn  
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Family Nativity & Gift Service  

Sunday 12th December 
10.00am  

A reminder that we will once again be collecting children’s gifts 
during the morning service on Sunday 12th December for the St 
Albans and Hertsmere Women’s Refuge, (SAHWR).  Last year 
you very generously donated over 120 ‘wonderful’ presents which 
were gratefully received by the refuge.  This is a very valuable and 
tangible way of supporting a real need in our local community. 

This year’s arrangements will be similar to last year:- 
Firstly, the Refuge would prefer presents not to be gift wrapped, 
as although a number of them are given on behalf of Santa, others 
are passed directly to the respective parent, who can arrange the 
gift wrapping and make the gift more personal. 
 
Secondly, although we are currently holding regular in-person ser-
vices, we know that a number of you will not be in attendance.  
So, we will arrange for a Gift Donation Box to be left in the lower 
link for contributions to be made in advance, from Monday 29th 
November.  For those of you who would like your contribution to 
be collected, please get in touch with me.  
 
However you plan to shop this Christmas, please consider includ 
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ing an extra item or two on your festive toy shopping list, for the 
children of SAHWR.  We look forward to welcoming representa-
tives from the refuge at our Gift Service on 12th December where 
all your gifts will be on display.  It would be wonderful if we were 
to make their visit as meaningful and worthwhile as it has been 
over the past 6 years.  
  
Happy toy-shopping!   
 
Chris Penn          
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PASTORAL TEAM 
  
The Minister, Simon, and members of the Pastoral Team 
are always happy to make appointments to visit, talk or 
pray with you. This can take place in your home, at Cross 
Street or at our homes at your convenience and at mutu-
ally convenient times. 
  
Marjorie Jones (01727 422930), Jill Potter (07779 
797928), Emma Johnson (07974 161535, Liz Blight 
(07884 431051), and Alison Ashmore (01727 867335), 
are also active members of the Pastoral Team. 
  
Simon and the team hope you will notify them of anybody 
who you think may be ill, lonely or who needs help. 
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PASTORAL NEWS 
 

In October we enjoyed higher than average daytime tempera-
tures.  However, the days are now colder and with the end of 
British Summer time, our evenings are gradually getting dark-
er much earlier. 
 
It is good to see a steady increase of folk attending the Sun-
day morning services in the Church and enjoying a cuppa and 
a chat afterwards in the Cross Street Centre.  The podcast 
services continue for those who still do not feel able to come 
to Church. 
 
Please pray for the following people and their respective cir-
cumstances: 
 
• On 18th October Simon conducted John Mill’s funeral 

and cremation service.  A good number of John’s rela-
tives were able to attend as well as Dagnall Street 
friends.  John and Vera had been married for about 40 
years.  Please continue to pray for Vera and John’s 
daughters Julia, Julie and families. 

• Memorial services have taken place for Norman Adams, 
a regular customer in the Cross Street Centre, also for 
Rosemary Ware.  Rosemary was a long standing and 
faithful member of our church and died last year. 

• David Hance, Trevor Oakley and Jenny Johnson continje 
to attend outpatient clinics. 

• We think of Susie Evershed following he Baptismal Ser-
vice on October 31ar and also for Alex McKay and Ian 
Pearce who are attending Baptism classes with Simon. 

• Prayers would also be welcomed for Olly and Brian 
Branch, Julia and Mike Plant and Julie Miller. 

• There are also people who may be known to us whose 
relationships have suffered over the last 18 months. 
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• We send our congratulations to Katy and Tim Wright and 

their wider families on the safe arrival of their daughter 
Merryn Berry on 16the October. 

• On 5th November Rory Carver and Harriet Birchall are 
getting married.  We send our congratulations and good 
wishes to them. 

 
Blessed Assurance, Jesus is mine: 
O what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God; 

Born of His Spirit, washed in his blood. 
 

Perfect submission, all is at rest, 
I in my Saviour am happy and blessed; 
Watching and waiting, looking above, 

Filled with His goodness, lost in his love. 
 

This is my story, this is my song. 
Praising my Saviour all the day long. 

This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Saviour all the day long. 

 
(Songs of Fellowship no. 44) 

 
JJiillll  PPootttteerr  
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Praising my Saviour all the day long. 

This is my story, this is my song, 
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(Songs of Fellowship no. 44) 

 
JJiillll  PPootttteerr  
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HARVEST FESTIVAL 
 

Thank you to all who gave gifts for Harvest at the end of Sep-
tember.   
 
Thanks also to flower arrangers, gift preparation and delivery 
friends who helped on the Monday. 
 
The Church looked very colourful and the gifts were appreciat-
ed by friends who received them. 
 
SSaannddrraa  CCaarrppeenntteerr  
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 
7th—Krisztina Shreiner 

16th—Trevor Oakley 
19th– John Macey 

 
Reflection 
 
“Most of us spend our lives as if we had another one in 
the bank.”  Ben Irwin 
“If you wait, all that happens is that you get older.” Larry 
McMurty 
“Every day is a gift.” James chapter 1 verse 17. 
 
A Prayer 
 
Heavenly Father, 
Time is a gift, a gift that does not keep. 
May we do conscientiously what You want us to do, 
In the time that You give us. 
For time is precious, as life is precious. 
 
Amen 
 
Happy Birthday to everyone born in November. 
 
LLiinnddaa  WWiilllliiaammss  
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St Paul’s 

St Clement 
Danes 

THE LORD HEALED PHOENIX—MY PET 
 

It was a lovely summer’s day in August, and as I sat in the 
lounge, I saw Phoenix walking down the garden path and he 
was very wobbly on his back legs.  He disappeared for a mo-
ment and then came through the French door which was wide 
open.  To my horror, he was dragging his hind legs on the 
floor! 
 
“Oh no!”, I thought, “Phoenix has lost the use of his back legs 
and I shall have to take him to the vet to have him put down!”  
He dragged himself across the floor and settled behind the TV 
stand; it’s his usual hide out where he feels safe.  He came out 
after awhile, and what a surprise—he was walking on all 
four’s!  It was sheer relief to see him now, and as the days 
passed he seemed fine; however, for some reason I felt very 
uneasy.  I kept thinking that inflammation might be gradually 
building up at the base of his spine, so I took him to the vet to 
have him checked out. 
 
The vet gave Phoenix a thorough examination, took him 
through his paces and reported that there was  no pain, no 
swelling, no inflammation, that his movements were normal 
and that he was fine.  She added that a further investigation 
could be made by doing a blood test and an X-ray.  She con-
cluded by saying that my pet may have suffered a nasty knock 
to his spine and that she had never seen an animal recover 
from problems with its back legs.  This was my cue to say “no” 
to any further investigation for I was now convinced that Phoe-
nix was healed. 
 
The only thing that I can think of that connect Phoenix with his 
recovery is that special ‘Service for Pets’ held at the church 
one Sunday afternoon, this was some years ago.  Every pet 
was introduced by name and acknowledged; and prayer for 
them and their owners was very focussed, direct and very 
touching.  It was an unusual church service but lovely and 
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All Hallows 

very dignified.  I was privileged to have taken my pet— more 
out of curiosity—for a church service for pets was unheard of. 
 
Phoenix has been fine ever since his ordeal.  I could have lost 
him but I believe that the prayers at the pets service have been 
the answer why he recovered completely from the problem with 
his back legs. 
 
MMaalliinnddaa  HHaarrrriiss  
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TODDLERS 
 
  

Every Wednesday morning  
during term time 
9.45—11.30am 

  
  

Parents and carers with under 5’s 
welcome 

  
Maximum 25 adults on first come first  

served basis 
  

(Wearing of face masks encouraged) 
  

£2 per family 
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NORMAN ADAMS 
 
Simon sent me this picture of Norman Adams’ memo-
rial service which was held at the Church on Monday, 
25th October.   
 
Norman was a regular customer in the Cross Street 
Café and his favourites were frangipane cakes.  There 
was a lovely touch after the service as Sally, Norman’s 
daughter, brought along frangipanes to have with the 
refreshments. 
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SATURDAY 
13th NOVEMBER 

10am –12pm 
In 

The Lower Hall 
For  

Dad’s. granddad’s and uncles 
with under 5’s 
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FEED now partners with the Trussell Trust who are generously 
funding our emergency food parcels. We are still welcoming indi-
viduals to ‘shop’ for free food and essential items, but now 
through our BRIDGE membership scheme. Find out more about 
BRIDGE here. In addition to our usual running costs for KIT, RE-
FUEL, PARENTING ministries, and the dozens of support agen-
cies we host (debt management, mental health, free law advice, 
addiction support, etc), we are now offering a host of new services 
and support through our BRIDGE membership scheme. That 
means your support is now as important as ever!  

D O N A T I O N S  
Donate food and essential items for BRIDGE at the Vineyard 
Church (Mon-Fri,10am-3pm, map) or drop items at our BRIDGE 
(formerly FEED) Donation Points in St Albans stores of Sainsbury, 
Morrisons and Waitrose. Thank you! 

WE ARE STILL COLLECTING IN CHURCH OR WE CAN AR-
RANGE TO PICK UP FROM YOUR HOME.  Speak to Diane 
Saunders. 

 

THE VINEYARD 
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Jesus said to his disciples: 
“Be watchful! Be alert! 
You do not know when the time 
will come. 
It is like a man traveling abroad. 
He leaves home and places his 
servants in charge, 
each with his own work, 
and orders the gatekeeper to be 
on the watch. 
Watch, therefore; 
you do not know when the Lord of 
the house is coming, 
whether in the evening, or at mid-
night, 
or at cockcrow, or in the morning. 
May he not come suddenly and 
find you sleeping. 
What I say to you, I say to all: 
‘Watch! 
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You will need: 
Chocolate finger biscuits 
Small bowl of hot water 
Small bowl of sugar strands (hundreds and thousands) 
Greaseproof paper 
Instructions: 
Dip one end of a biscuit into the hot water and then into 
the sugar strands. Place on greaseproof paper and leave 
to set. Simple, quick and kids love them! 

CHOCOLATE SPARKLERS 
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  DECEMBER/JANUARY ISSUE CONTRIBUTIONS 
BY 

THURSDAY, 18th NOVEMBER 
 

Christmas is looming up fast.  Where did Summer go!  Alt-
hough the rumblings in the newspapers and on the news are 
about wearing face masks and using covid passports and a 
lockdown, it is being denied. But these things seem to rumble 
on and they are sticking to the promise of a good Christmas!  
I had a text message to go on line and book my covid booster 
(which is unusual as they have just sent me an appointment 
for the vaccines) but I have gone on the NHS site and it says I 
am not eligible.  Oh well, sort it out tomorrow!  
 
In September Christine, Marion and I went to Broadstairs to 
visit with Noreen and Ewen.  We took with us a planted pot 
for their garden and Noreen sent us pictures last week of how 
the pot is doing. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
See you in Cross Street,. 
   
GGllyynniiss  
glynis.griffiths1@gmail.com 
01462 733665 
07709 618571 
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What, When and Where November 2021  
  
The church is now open for in-person services at 10.30am 
each Sunday and these will be conducted within the current 
guidelines.  We are still maintaining a chair space between 
households.  Face masks are optional and we are reserving 
the side aisles for people who wear masks and would like to 
maintain social distancing.  The on-line podcasts will also 
continue for the foreseeable future. 
 
After service coffee is being served in the Cross Street Cen-
tre. Thanks to volunteers table service will continue. 
 
Wednesday Midday prayers on Facebook including a com-
munion service. 
 
Toddlers is now open every  Wednesday, from 9.45—
11.30am, in the Lower Hall during term time. 
 
Who Let the Dad’s out will be held on the second Saturday of 
each month (13th November) 
  
Newsletter  by email. 
 
The Cross Street Café is open weekly from Wednesday to 
Saturday, 10am to 2pm. 
  
 Stay safe and keep in touch. 
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