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SERVICES IN OCTOBER

October 3rd
October 10th
October 17th

10.30am/Podcast
To Cleave: a noun meaning to
stick to, or to separate from
Mark 10:2-16
Communion
Church Anniversary
Revd Steve Chalke MBE
Eternal Life:
what is it and how to get it
Mark 10:17-31

October 24th

Esther – Persia’s Queen
All-Age
Messy Church

October 31st

Love is …
Mark 12:28-34
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Dear Friends,
I came across a couple of new detective series on Alibi, one of high number channels if
you are a BT customer. You would think that
there is little new that writers could invent
when it comes to crime fiction but first of
these is about a detective whose partner is an
Alsatian dog. Rex, the Alsatian, makes Lassie
look like she should have been wearing a dunce’s cap as he
seems to solve crimes with little involvement from his human
partner. Hudson and Rex doesn’t bear too much examination,
but it’s quite good fun and is set in an unusual location as I can’t
think of too many TV shows with St John’s, Newfoundland, North
America’s most easterly point, as it’s home city.
The other detective show is called Annika and is about a Norwegian woman living somewhere on the Scottish coast where she
works as a detective in a marine homicide unit. The interesting
thing about this programme is that the eponymous character frequently addresses the audience as she looks straight at the
camera and shares her thoughts on the case, her relationships
and Norse mythology. This sort of behaviour is known as
‘breaking the fourth wall’ – that is the ‘wall’ that exists between
the characters and their audience. This ‘wall’ is more accurately
a two way mirror in which we can see the ‘stage’ but the performers don’t see or don’t acknowledge us.
Breaking the fourth wall is not new and not actually that uncommon. Characters in ancient Greek drama address the audience
as do those in Shakespeare’s plays. Modern pantomimes depend on the actors and the audience engaging with one another.
What would be the point in our shouting ‘look behind you!’ if the
actors didn’t know we were there?!
This dramatic device is fairly unusual in TV drama and Annika’s
commentary adds an interesting dimension.
3
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The ‘audience’ in the Bible stories about Jesus were the people
whom he met on his travels – supporters and critics. Yet the point of
our reading these stories in our day is that Jesus was also speaking
to us. It is as if the writers of the Gospel accounts have Jesus turn
away from the audience of his day and instead of just addressing
Simon Peter and the others and asking ‘And who do you say that I
am?” it is as if he is asking us – 21st century readers – that same
question.
If we have any doubts about the purpose behind these writers’ accounts, we have it in black and white at the end of the Gospel according to John. There it is the writer of that the Gospel who tells us
his purpose in writing.
Jesus provided far more God-revealing signs than are written down
in this book. These are written down so you will believe that Jesus is
the Messiah, the Son of God, and in the act of believing, have real
and eternal life in the way he personally revealed it.
[John 20:30-31 The Message]
The Gospel writers have allowed Jesus to break the fourth wall and
speak not just to our ears but also to our hearts.
Best Wishes
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Midweek Meetings
Our programme of midweek meetings is now beginning to get up
and running.
Lyfe is a programme devised by the Bible Society and we are
running our second weekly series on Zoom on Wednesdays at
8.00pm. It started on 29th September and will run for 6 weeks.
This session will explore Real Lyfe.
Being a Christian is not simply about adopting a new private, internal system of beliefs. Our life with God is meant to impact the
whole of our lives. This includes our identity, our relationships, the
way we spend our money and time, the language we use and the
choices and decisions we make. The Real lyfe stream explores
the way our faith transforms every part of life, from the inside out.
Please ask me for the link to join in.
Tea and Chat does what it says on the tin. It is a monthly meeting
in homes where we meet for … tea and chat! Last month’s meeting was an opportunity for us to catch up after the long Covid
‘winter’ and we shared news and ended with a prayer. This
month’s meeting is at Sandra and John Carpenter’s home on
Tuesday 12th October from 2.30pm-4.00pm. All are welcome.
A new Home Group is beginning at 7.30pm on 29th September
at Velma Eyre and Tom Elmer’s home. This will be a monthly time
of reflection on life and faith. For further details and future dates,
speak to Velma or Tom.
One of our longest running meetings is the Women’s Bible
Study. Their autumn schedule began in September and they
meet on the third Tuesday each month from 7.30pm-9.30pm. For
details and future locations, contact Julia Plant.

5

Dagnall Street Baptist Church and Cross Street Centre Magazine

TODDLERS IS BACK!
We’re open
Every Wednesday morning
during term time
9.45—11.30am
Parents and carers with under 5’s
welcome
Maximum 25 adults on first come first
served basis
(Wearing of face masks encouraged)
£2 per family
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
5th Julie Miller
16th Michael Rowley
We remember Rosemary Ware whose birthday was on
October 30th
To Each is Given
Isn’t it strange
that princes and kings
and clowns that caper
in sawdust rings
and ordinary folk
like you and me
are builders of eternity
to each is given
a bag of tools,
an hourglass
and a book of rules,
and each must build,
e’er life is flown
a stumbling block
or a stepping stone.
(From He Leadeth Me)
Cont..
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The DSBC Foodbank ‘Saga’
Way back in May 2020 we realised that as lockdown, furlough
and subsequent unemployment caused by the pandemic took
hold, it was creating severe hardship for many. Dagnall Street
folk had always had several Sunday collections for the Foodbank
which was organised by The Vineyard and on hearing that their
list of guests was growing and even more people were seeking
their help, our fellowship responded to the call and a weekly collection and vineyard delivery system was soon set up. Some buying a few items extra in their weekly on-line shop, some collecting
from friends and neighbours and some managing to shop for extra. As the weeks went on we established a pattern of collectors
meeting (socially distanced) in the car park on a Wednesday and
placing all the bags in one car for delivery to Vineyard - more often than not it was raining- but we always seemed to get a car
and boot full.
As time went on several people found it easier to make regular
donations on line – which could be Gift aided- rather than donating items for delivery but still the bags kept coming in.
Every week since May last year we have made a delivery for
which the volunteers have been very grateful to Dagnall Street.
Now the Vineyard Care centre has launched its new Bridge centre to provide not only emergency food parcels but support and
help where needed. They produce a shopping list which is regularly updated and more information can also be found on their
web site.
More than a year on we are slowly getting back to some normality and people’s lives are getting busier and more complicated,
some people have decided it is becoming more difficult to donate
or shop for items while others are donating on line. We have
therefore decided that as from 1st September we will collect items
if you wish but you can also bring items to Church on Sunday we
will then arrange regular deliveries to The Vineyard.
Diane Sauders
9
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Thank you all for your care, support and generosity and a special
thanks to Jill Halsey, Pat and Michael Rowley, Jan Morse and John
and Sandra Carpenter for all their help.

Foodbank – Take 2
Further to the previous article, things seem to be changing very rapidly,and several of you are confused.
The Vineyard Bridge project is helping people get back on their feet
with their ‘members shop’ and is also offering emergency food parcels. They have links with the Trussell Trust who run national Foodbanks of which St Albans and District Foodbank is one.
Their ‘shopping lists’ are different and can be accessed online. Also
both web sites have facilities to donate on line.
This is what we propose- we can still collect donated items from
you or you can bring them to church or there are collection baskets
in most supermarkets. We will then sort and deliver them in the
week -or just label the bag as to where you want it to go.
Simon will paste links to the shopping lists in the church email.
Once again many thanks for your continued support.

Diane Saunders
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HOW TO GIVE

ONLINE GIVING
Our preferred method is bank transfer as there are no hidden charges.
Barclays Bank
Sort Cod: 20-74-09
Account No: 0063 4913
Account Name: Vineyard Christian Fellowship of St Albans .
Please reference your payment with ‘CARE CENTRE FUND’ and your
surname.
If you'd like to make a regular gift then you can also set up a standing order with your bank.

GIFT AID
If you’re a UK tax payer you can claim tax relief & increase your gift
by 20% or more. Simply complete a Gift Aid Form . (Available to
download from the website)

https://www.thevineyardchurch.co.uk/carecentrefund
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Deacons Election
This is the time of the year when we remind ourselves of our obligations regarding the diaconate of our church as we move towards 2022. Deacons are servants of Christ in the life and mission of this church and are called to share with the minister in
spiritual Leadership, pastoral care, administration and stewardship. Under the Charities act 1993, deacons are also Charity
Trustees, responsible for the governance of the church. Deacons/trustees, are elected for a period of three-years by the
church members.
Our constitution allows up to 12 deacons who shall be baptised
believers in membership with DSBC for at least 2 years. There
are currently 7 of us and three of our number, Alison, Diane, and
myself, conclude our respective 3 year terms at the end of this
year, leaving up to 8 vacancies.
It is the responsibility of church members to ensure that deacons
are appointed to meet our obligations as a worshipping church.
The job specification of deacon is simply that we use the gifts
given to us by God and undertake our duties responsibly within
those capabilities. As we approach the deacons’ election may I
remind you of the process:
“Nominations for deacons shall be in writing signed by 2
church members and shall be forwarded to the church secretary not later than 3 Sundays before the election.”
The election takes place at the church meeting on 2nd November,
so nominations must be with me by Sunday 17th October. Announcements will be made on the 2 Sundays preceding the closing date for nominations, ie. 3rd and 10th October.
“Voting is by secret ballot at the church meeting. Each candidate needs support from at least 50% of the members voting in order to be elected.”
12
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Together, we need to consider this matter prayerfully as we seek
God’s will as to his call upon us. If you feel called to take on this
role, or to encourage others, just contact me and I will get a nomination form to you. If you are unable to attend the meeting, postal
voting forms will be available from me after 18 October.
th

Chris Penn
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PASTORAL PRAYERS
It was good to get back to near normal at Church in September, even if we still have to take some precautions and
great to have a new social house group which started with
Colin and Sue on 14th September. Cross Street Café is
still very much part of our lives and we thank all involved for
their ongoing cheerful table service! We can truly praise
God for all his blessings and our ability to meet ‘nearly normal’ again.

Several of our members need our prayers for varying reason:
Sadly, as we sent the magazine off for printing, we heard
that John Mills had died in hospital. Our thoughts and prayers go out to his family and special thoughts and prayers for
Vera who is at home..
Liz Blight’s mother-in-law has had a stroke.
Trevor Oakley, Roger Prowse and John Carpenter are recovering from surgery.
Several families have suffered bereavements:
David Hance and the Bull family.
Marjorie Jones and her son Anthony Troy and family.
15
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Norman Adams and Rosemary Ware’s families are holding memorial services this month.
Katy Wright is now in her final weeks of pregnancy.
Susan Evershed is preparing for baptism this month and others
are also taking baptismal classes.
As always many people are either still awaiting treatment or
have ongoing problems and we need to remember them in our
prayers.
When peace like a river attendeth my soul,
When sorrows like sea billows roll,
Whatever my lot, it has taught me to say,
All is well, all is well with my soul.
(Horatio Spafford)

Marjorie Jones
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TWO MEMORIAL SERVICES THIS MONTH
Norman Adams

Norman was a regular customer in our Cross Street Café and
after his funeral earlier this year, his family asked if they could
have a memorial service for him. This will take place at 1.00pm
on Monday 25th October. All are welcome to attend.

Rosemary Ware

Rosemary was a member of our church for 34 years until her
death near the beginning of the pandemic last year. We missed
the opportunity to say a proper farewell on that occasion, but
will be able to do so at 2.30pm on Saturday 30th October.
Rosemary’s family are organising refreshments and would like
to know numbers for catering. Please let me know if you are intending to attend.
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Church Meeting Update
The September church members meeting was held in the church
with 16 members present and a number of others linked via Zoom.
Future plans now include regular Sunday worship at 10.30am with
children’s programme and a monthly children’s musical activity. Our
musical accompanists have reduced since we were last meeting
regularly which means that for some services we may need to rely
on recorded music.
Naomi was commended for the work she has been doing to encourage us to respect the amazing world God has provided for us by using resources wisely and sustainably. We were all encouraged to
reflect upon the advice and guidance she has given in her magazine
articles and to act upon them.
We heard from Linda, one of our Safeguarding Designated Persons,
that recent trainings had been undertaken on line and Velma, our
Safeguarding Trustee, had undertaken a 1 day safeguarding training session. The Safeguarding team are working on revisions to the
policy statement which is published every year in the church list and
next year’s list will incorporate the latest revisions.
Ray gave an illustrated and informative account of recent work by
the property team including repairs to the toy room ceiling, clearing
of the link gutter, glazing repairs to the lower hall windows, recovering of the boiler room floor, repainting of the front wall pier capstones and upgrades to the emergency lighting. 5 yearly electrical
testing of the Cross Street building is due and expensive works to
attend to leaks from the main church roof are required. We are extremely grateful to Ray and his team for the diligent, careful and cost
-effective way in which our facilities are maintained, despite recent
world events causing rising construction costs and material shortages.
Use of premises is beginning to build back after the lockdown, and
we are grateful to Danny for negotiating the arrangements, and to
20
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David for his input into overseeing the various groups using our
facilities and ensuring our premises are safe and secure.
We heard some news of local Baptist churches, Revd. Graham
Clarke at Marshalswick is retiring at the end of October and Simon will be moderating whilst they seek a new minister; Park
Street is currently in interregnum; and at Markyate, Revd. Phil
Coffin will be leaving.
A reminder that our next church members meeting will be on
Tuesday 2nd November starting at 7.45pm in the church when
we will be electing deacons and hearing reports from Toddlers,
Messy Church and Cross Street as well as other matters.
This is also the time of year when we review membership and
appointments. If you are aware of any changes or revisions to
appointments or membership details, please let me know.
Then on December 7th our final church meeting of 2021 will include reports on the budget for 2022, Mission and Church appointments for next year.
If you have any views, comments or concerns about church
matters, please contact Simon, or your allocated deacon.
Chris Penn
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Mission News
Gift Day
Sunday 26th September 2021
It’s quite possible that you will be reading this on or even before Sunday 26 th September, however, if the date has passed, no worry, because there is still time to
contribute to our Gift Day appeal which is in support of Operation Agri’s, (OA),
60th anniversary appeal, “Go for Growth in Uganda.”

The appeal supports the Sustainable Agricultural and Farming Initiative (SAFI)
and the Women’s Adult Literacy Project (WALP) in Uganda.
Information about OA and the anniversary appeal projects were published in the
July magazine and can also be found on the OA website. The article also included an urgent prayer request for Pastor Paul Kyalimpa, OA’s partner in Uganda,
who led the Sustainable Agricultural and Farming Initiative. Sadly, a few days
after the urgent prayer request, OA announced his death. Please pray for his
wife Christine who was already grieving the recent death of their son Moses, and
to remember her remaining 3 adult children and the 3 orphans who they took into
their home.
As we consider our financial support for this worthy project, let us remember the
legacy of Pastor Paul, the many farming training projects which he led and in particular the SAFI which continues with his worthy successors.
Gift envelopes will be available in church on Sunday 26th September and for several subsequent Sundays. Cheques should be made payable to “Dagnall Street
Baptist Church” (written in full), with “Gift Day” written on the back
Alternatively, you could give by bank transfer as follows:
Sort code: 60-18-11 A/c no: 42087783
(Please reference the transfer “Gift Day”)

Chris Penn
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Genesis Shop – Sheffield
Having made a record delivery of stock to the charity shop on the
Manor estate in Sheffield in April we are now hopeful that there
will soon be enough for another load. At present there is still
room in the lower store for more and the need for good quality
clothing, footwear and household items is as great as it has ever
been.
It would be great to have another bumper crop of goods travelling up to Sheffield before Christmas, so if you have unwanted
but serviceable clothes and want them to be re-used, put them in
plastic bags, and leave them in the lower store room at the Cross
Street Centre. You can be assured that they will find a very
worthwhile home!
Chris Penn
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But all the gardens
Of spring and summer were blooming in the tall tales
Beyond the border and under the lark full cloud.
There could I marvel
My birthday
Away but the weather turned around.
It turned away from the blithe country
And down the other air and the blue altered sky
Streamed again a wonder of summer
With apples
Pears and red currants
And I saw in the turning so clearly a child's
Forgotten mornings when he walked with his mother
Through the parables
Of sun light
And the legends of the green chapels
And the twice told fields of infancy
That his tears burned my cheeks and his heart moved in mine.
These were the woods the river and sea
Where a boy
In the listening
Summertime of the dead whispered the truth of his joy
To the trees and the stones and the fish in the tide.
And the mystery
Sang alive
Still in the water and singingbirds.
And there could I marvel my birthday
Away but the weather turned around. And the
true
All Hallows
Joy of the long dead child sang burning
In the sun.
It was my thirtieth
Year to heaven stood there then in the summer noon
Though the town below lay leaved with October blood.
O may my heart's truth
Still be sung
On this high hill in a year's turning.
Dylan Thomas
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Afghan Refugees
Following the recent influx of Afghan refugees, ‘Herts
Welcomes Refugees’ launched an appeal which we have
been able to respond to with a donation of £500 from the
Mission budget.

‘Herts Welcomes Refugees’ has been supported by the
church for the past few years and they are one of a range
of providers and charities working with Hertfordshire
County Council who are leading the co-ordination of support for Afghan families in the county.
As well as finance, there is a desperate need for landlords to offer affordable housing. In the meantime, families are being accommodated on a temporary basis in hotels.
You can find out more about ways to help the Afghan refugees by searching the ‘Herts Welcomes Refugees’ website.
Chris Penn
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Some of you will remember Cathy Hill.

Recently Jill Potter and Ruth Sayers attended the happy
occasion of her wedding at Hatfield Registry Office to
Mark Cooper. They have been close friends for 6 years.

27

Dagnall Street Baptist Church and Cross Street Centre Magazine

28

October 2021

29

Dagnall Street Baptist Church and Cross Street Centre Magazine

No solution. You’re on your
own!
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NOVEMBER ISSUE CONTRIBUTIONS BY
THURSDAY, 21st OCTOBER
After worrying so much about my abundance of green tomatoes, I now have an abundance of red tomatoes. Most of the
green tomatoes on my window sills have ripened and the
ones I left in the garden on the plants have benefited from the
sunshine we have had. I now have loads of bags of tomato
soup and bags of frozen tomatoes ready for soups and stews
in the winter.
I am off to Broadstairs on Tuesday to visit with Noreen and
Ewen. Christine and Marion are coming too and we are looking forward to a fish and chip lunch by the sea. As I am driving there I am hoping that the Climate Extinction demonstrators do not sit on the bit of the M25 that we are on! This will
be the longest journey that I have done in my car for nearly
two years. So this week I have had it serviced and valeted!
My family in Sydney have had to isolate for two weeks as the
nursery my grandson goes to had 8 cases of covid. I think
they are finding it quite stressful with a 6year old and a 3 year
old and coping with home schooling! The weather is also
quite good at the moment and the only outside space they
can use at the moment is the balcony. I have read in the
newspaper that Australia will consider lifting travel restrictions
in December. After years of being quite intrepid when it
comes to travel, I’m really not too sure anymore!
There doesn’t seem to be any rain forecast for the next week
so I am hoping to get some time in the garden to convert my
summer pots to pansies and ivy.
See you in Cross Street.
Glynis
glynis.griffiths1@gmail.com
01462 733665
07709 618571
34

October 2021

What, When and Where October 2021
The church is now open for in-person services at 10.30am
each Sunday and these will be conducted within the current
guidelines. We are still maintaining a chair space between
households. Face masks are optional and we are reserving
the side aisles for people who wear masks and would like to
maintain social distancing. The on-line podcasts will also
continue for the foreseeable future.
After service coffee is now being served in the Cross Street
Centre. Thanks to volunteers table service will continue.
Wednesday Midday prayers on Facebook including a communion service.
Toddlers is now open every Wednesday, from 9.45—
11.30am, in the Lower Hall.
Who Let the Dad’s out will be held on the second Saturday of
each month (9th of October)
Newsletter by email.
Monthly Fellowship and Prayer Group will be on 12th October, 2.30pm-4pm (details in the magazine page 5).
The Cross Street Café is open weekly from Wednesday to
Saturday, 10am to 2pm.

Stay safe and keep in touch.
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301 YEARS!

CHURCH NNIVERSARY
10th OCTOBER
REVD. STEVE CHALKE, MBE
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