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SERVICES IN JUNE

June 6th

June 13th

10.30am/Podcast
The Prince of Demons and the family of
Jesus
Mark 3:20-35
Communion
The Parable of the Mustard Seed
Mark 4:26-34
Revd Alex Huzzey
St Peter’s Church
NB: There will be no podcast this week

June 20th

Calming a storm
Mark 4:35-41
All-Age
Messy Church

June 27th

Boundaries and Interruptions
Mark 5:21-43
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Dear Friends,
There are a couple of popular quotations that feel
like they might be linked. One is attributed to
Woody Allen and the other appears in a 1957
Readers Digest article written by Allen Saunders.
Woody Allen said, “If you want to make God laugh,
tell him about your plans.” I’m not sure what motivation lay behind Woody Allen’s comment. I guess that it can be interpreted
in different ways. I suspect that Woody Allen had in mind that
none of us knows what is around the corner. Christian people
might see this in a different way, remembering what it says in
the Psalms:
Unless the Lord builds a house, the work of the builders is wasted.
Unless the Lord protects a city, guarding it with sentries will do
no good.
It is tempting for us to make plans and then call on God to bless
them, but the Psalmist seems to be saying that involving God
when the plans have been made is a bit late.
In his Readers Digest article, Allen Saunders says something
similar, although it doesn’t actually mention God. "Life is what
happens to you while you're busy making other plans.”

The Gospel stories in the New Testament tell us that Jesus’
ministry was what happened while he was going somewhere, or
when he was doing something else. It was a ministry built on
being interrupted. Let me throw a third saying into the mix – a
line from Robert Burns: “The best laid schemes o’ Mice an’ Men
gang aft agley” Those last three words translate from Scots into
English as “often go awry”.
How often it seems to happen that we have the day planned
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Post-Lockdown arrangements for June
Following the last Deacons’ Meeting this is the updated programme for June.
•

Onsite services every Sunday at 10.00am. These will now
be followed by refreshments!

•

Once we start refreshments after church, there will be no after church coffee time on Zoom, however we are looking at
having a Zoom meeting at a different time.

•

Podcast services released at 8.30am every Sunday (also on
CD)

•

Monday – Friday Midday prayers on Facebook including a
communion service on Wednesdays.

•

Newsletter every day except Saturday via email.

•

Weekly Still Lyfe study groups on Wednesdays at 8.00pm on
Zoom. These will end on 16th June and there will be no meeting on 9th June.
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Following the Bible Society’s Bible Course that we ran over
the winter, we will be beginning another Bible Society course
on Zoom on Wednesday 5th May at 8.00pm. The first series
of six sessions are called Still Lyfe and encourages us to focus our hearts and minds on God. This is how the Bible Society describes the first session …
“In a busy, distracting and hurried world, we hunger for a
deep life of prayer and greater intimacy with God. The Still
Lyfe stream constantly brings us back to what is most important – love. Love for God and love from God. This is the
foundation of our faith.
This stream stresses the value of prayer, silence, solitude,
observation, listening and slowing down to help us to recognise God’s presence in our daily lives.”
Sounds interesting? Look out for the Zoom link and join in.
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Cross Street Coffee Shop Opening
The coffee shop reopened on Wednesday 19th May and
operates Wednesday - Saturday from 10am to 2pm.
There will be no closure in August.
Pop in for a chat, some company and tasty food and
drink, all in a safe, hygienic and relaxing environment.
We look forward to seeing you all as customers!
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Step 4 - not before 21 June

Social contact
By Step 4 which will take place no earlier than 21 June,
the government hopes to be in a position to remove all
legal limits on social contact.

Business, activities and events
We hope to reopen remaining premises, including nightclubs, and ease the restrictions on large events and performances that apply in Step 3. This will be subject to
the results of a scientific Events Research Programme to
test the outcome of certain pilot events through the
spring and summer, where we will trial the use of testing
and other techniques to cut the risk of infection. The
same Events Research Programme will guide decisions
on whether all limits can be removed on weddings and
other life events.
As we move through each of these phases in the
roadmap, we must all remember that COVID-19 remains
a part of our lives. We are going to have to keep living
our lives differently to keep ourselves and others safe.
We must carry on with ‘hands, face, space’. Comply with
the COVID-Secure measures that remain in place. Meet
outdoors when we can and keep letting fresh air in. Get
tested when needed. Get vaccinated when offered. If we
all continue to play our part, we will be that bit closer to a
future that is more familiar.
8
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HOME TESTING

Home test kits can now be ordered over the phone
by calling 119, without needing access to the internet
• NHS Test and Trace partnership with Royal National Institute of Blind People (RNIB) to improve home
testing service for people with visual impairments
• New video-call support service with specially
trained NHS Test and Trace staff will assist people
with vision impairments to test at home
•

People who do not have access to the internet can
now order PCR home testing kits over the phone by
calling 119, without needing an email address or any
other digital requirement.
This means that people without access to the internet
or digital services can order PCR tests to use in their
homes, if they have symptoms. The home testing service is available to everyone in the United Kingdom
with COVID-19 symptoms, and can still be accessed
through the home testing online portal.
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Congregation Survey
You should find a survey with a number of questions as an insert
into this magazine. You may also have received it online. The
deacons would really like to hear your views on a variety of topics
as we plan for how we come out of our pandemic ‘hibernation’.
The survey can be filled in anonymously, but it would be helpful if
you could add your name at the bottom of the survey so that we
have the opportunity to follow up if you have volunteered or shown
an interest in attending a particular church activity
When you have filled it in, please return it to the box on the table
in the Upper Link.
If you fill in the online survey this can be returned online. If you fill
in the survey online you don’t need to complete the paper version
– and vice versa.

Thank you and we look forward to hearing from you.
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Genesis Shop
Manor, Sheffield.
Early on Monday 19th April, Diane and I collected the hire van
and drove to Dagnall street.
Where, able assisted by David and Linda we loaded 161 bags
and boxes –a record amount!
Clear roads and good traffic helped us make good time arriving
in Sheffield by 12.30.
There waiting for us was Lisa and 4 volunteers all with face
masks who helped unload and store
the precious contents then after a quick socially distanced cup of
tea and a chat we departed, leaving a small lunch hamper for
them.
Many thanks to David, Linda and Alison for all their help.
The lower store has now been tidied and cleaned and already
bags are started to sneak in, so your wardrobe sorting can recommence. Please ensure all items are clean and in good repair.
As you can see from the letter below Lisa and her small team
are very appreciative,
To Chris and all at Dagnall Street Baptist Church
There’s no other words I can start this letter by than
WOW !!!

We are so grateful that even through another lockdown you
have kindly collected donated items for us at Genesis. It is
going to keep us busy awhile.
I would like to thank you for the continuous support you are
giving us so we can help other people in our community.
Thank you to Ray and his wife for delivering all the items
and the lovely people who sent our lunch and cakes up too,
they were delicious and all the staff agreed too.
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I hope you are all keeping safe and taking care now the
lockdown restrictions have lifted a little.
Thank you once again.
Lisa x
20th April 2021
Lisa Carr, Genesis Shop, Manor, Sheffield, S2 1FB
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Like most other things in our world, our Toddler
Group for pre-school children and their Dads has
been suspended for more than a year. But we are
relaunching WLTDO on 8th May. So we hope to see
lots of Dads and Granddads turning up for coffee
and bacon rolls while the children play.
If you’re a Dad or Granddad, or you know one, with
an under five, then do tell them about ‘Who let the
Dads out?’
The dates for the next session are:
12th June
10th July
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PASTORAL NEWS
Now that June is approaching,
hopefully we might see some
warmer weather than the outgoing very wet and windy May!
Trinity Sunday
June 1st is two days after Trinity Sunday. The previous Sunday was Pentecost and recent
sermons by Simon have given us good insight into the happenings when, following Jesus’ ascension into Heaven, his disciples were ‘filled with the Holy Spirit’. (Acts 2 v1-4)
In the Christian church, Trinity Sunday is when we celebrate
the doctrine of the Trinity—the three persons of God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
The concept of the Trinity is often perceived as ‘beyond human
comprehension’ and it is certainly a total mystery to me! Sixty
years ago when I was attending confirmation classes in the
High Anglican Church where I was brought up, the Holy Spirit
was referred to as ‘The Holy Ghost’. This seems rather scary
but I have no recollection of any explanation having been given
to the class as to what The Holy Ghost was or did!

Today one of the definitions of the Holy Spirit is, ‘the transforming influence that Christ’s love has on our lives here on earth’.
In Galatians 5 v22-23 we learn more about what ‘the fruits of
the Spirit’ really are.
Pastoral Prayers
By experiencing Christ’s love for us as individuals we begin to
understand His commandment that we should follow His exam-
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Vera and John Mills are now back home with carers
who visit daily for a few weeks.
Velma Eyre, Malinda Harris and Trevor Oakley have all
had visits to A&E recently.
Dennis Rowson has now moved to Devon to be nearer
is son and is settling in well.
Eileen Wills has still not moved into her permanent
home, following the move with her family to Guernsey
last December.
Chris and Barbara Penn have also moved and Judy
Pendal and Marjorie Jones will be moving soon.
Jenny Johnson, Krisztina Shreiner, Olly and Brian
Branch, Gaz Jordon and Danny Smith would all value
your prayers.

We give thanks to Simon and his team as they continue to
provide spiritual leadership in these uncertain times. Now,
as well as the Sunday podcast services and weekly devotions, we also have the 10am Sunday service in the church
building. This means that there are two different sermons of
Simon’s each week!
The Cross Street Café is now open and welcomes bac customers, who are delighted that the doors are open again.
Please pray for Catriona and her team.
A new commandment I give unto you:
That you love one another as I have loved you,
That you love one another as I have loved you.
By this shall all know that you are my disciples,
If you have love one for another.
By this all shall know that you are my disciples,
If you have love one for another
Based on John 13 v34-35, Songs of Fellowship hymn no. 22
Baptist Praise and Worship hymn no. 470
Jill Potter
15

Dagnall Street Baptist Church and Cross Street Centre Magazine

PASTORAL TEAM
The Minister, Simon, and members of the Pastoral Team
are always happy to make appointments to visit, talk or
pray with you. This can take place in your home, at Cross
Street or at our homes at your convenience and at mutually convenient times.
Marjorie Jones (01727 841845)), Jill Potter (07779
797928), Emma Johnson (07974 161535, Liz Blight
(07884 431051), and Alison Ashmore (01727 867335),
are also active members of the Pastoral Team.
Simon and the team hope you will notify them of anybody
who you think may be ill, lonely or who needs help.
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Visit Jerusalem in St Albans!
With pandemic restrictions easing, now’s the time to book a visit to
Jerusalem, without all the hassle of flying there.
Our faith is founded on world-changing events which took place in
Jerusalem around 2,000 years ago. So what has been the significance of that city, and what future developments which concern us
all are we told will be focused there?
Answers from the Bible are illustrated at a small but expanding exhibition at Lattimore Hall, 7 Lattimore Road, in St Albans. Individuals and small groups are welcome; attendance is free.
Large screen presentations portray Jerusalem’s unique story.
Guided tours of an extensive model of the 2nd Temple and an
immersive 3D video vividly explore the life and world of Jesus.
For booking details please visit www.jerusalem-experience.uk or
contact Howard Roberts on 01727 858869.
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Emma, Colm and Asher have moved to:
55 Marshalswick Lane
St Albans AL1 4XG
Emma’s phone number and email address remains the same as in the Church Year Book.

Marjorie Jones will be at her new address from
the end of May
59 Upper Heath Road
St Albans AL1 4DN
Tel no: 01727 422930
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MISSION NEWS
There is no Mission News this month as Chris (Penn) has
just moved and his broadband is not yet up and running.
I hope Chris and Barbara had a trouble free move and I am
sure the Mission News will be back as normal next month!
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For our school kids lunch bags:
Healthy snack/cereal bars (no chocolate, no nuts)
Individual bottles or cartons of juice or water
Individual fruit pots (no pineapple, please) that don’t require refrigeration
Small (10g) packs of popcorn (nothing too sweet)
Individual crisp packets
Rice pudding or custard pots (that do no require refrigeration)
Tinned ham
For our everyday items:
Size 5, 7 and 8 Nappies
Size 6 and 7 Pull Ups
Microwave meals
Fabric conditioner
Fairy Non-Bio washing powder or liquid
Anti-bacterial surface spray
Tinned fish
Tinned soup
Tinned pulses
Tinned fruit
Tinned rice pudding
Coffee
Cow and Gate baby milk powder
Aptamil—Anti-reflux, Comfort
Cow & Gate powdered Baby Milk (1-40
Shower Gel
Sugar
Cuppa Soup
Crisps
Small bottles/cans of soft drinks, squash and water
Also, if you have any shopping bags that you do not need, especially any strong ones (Bag for Life), they are in need of some,
please.
If you are able to donate any of these items, please contact Diane
Saunders either by email: dianesaunderso007@googlemmail.com
or on 07989 669598.
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS
11th—John Mills
20th— Dot Symes
23rd– Flo Mintern & Gemma
Winpenny
“Life is sweet, just because of the friends we have made
and the things which in common, we share……
It’s giving—and doing for somebody else, on this all life’s
splendour depends; all the joys of the world, when you
have summed it up, are found in the keeping of friends”.
I don’t know who wrote this but I found it in ‘Prayers of Comfort and Words of Wisdom’, and anthology edited by Gordon
Nesbett and sponsored by Astra Zenica! It reminded me of
our Church family and how we shall soon be seeing each other. During the pandemic we have been prayerfully mindful of
each other and caring for our friends.
“Loving God, bless us with honest friends and much
laughter, all the days of our lives.”
IBRA, Words for Today 2005
Linda Williams
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theUK
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recyclemore.
more.

24
24

June 2021

TIP: Loads of our plastic waste comes from food and drink containers,
and individually-wrapped portions are the worst. Bring homemade
snacks or lunch instead of buying out, and save your money, your waistline and the planet all at once!

ONLINE: Please take part in Sustainable St Albans’ Climate Emergency
survey – your priorities and issues will be shared with the Council –
at https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/LDJC26X

Naomi Distill
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Solution page 33
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The Cross Street Café had a very successful opening this
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The weather seems to have scuppered any chance of staying
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have
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Looking forward to seeing you in Cross Street.
Looking forward to seeing you in Cross Street.
Glynis
Glynis
glynis.griffiths1@gmail.com
glynis.griffiths1@gmail.com
01462 733665
01462
07709 733665
618571
07709 618571
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What, When and Where June 2021
The church is now open for in-person services and these will
be conducted within the current guidelines, eg. social distancing, face coverings, no singing and no mingling until further
information on 21st June. The on-line options will also continue for the foreseeable future.
Preparations are being made for the after service coffee and
when this starts to happen the 11.30am Zoom meeting on a
Sunday will be held at another time.
Monday – Friday Midday prayers on Facebook including a
communion service on Wednesdays.
Friday evening social evenings as arranged.
Newsletter every day except Saturday via email.
Who Let the Dads Out next session is on Saturday, 12th
June and 10th July.
The Cross Street Café is now open weekly from Wednesday
to Saturday, 10am to 2pm.
There are no plans at the moment to open the regular activities in person such as, Toddlers, Messy Church, Scrabble,
Knitting Group, Muffins with Mums, but it is always being reviewed.
Stay safe and keep in
touch.
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