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 Minister: Rev Simon J Carver, MA, BSc, - simoncarver@btinternet.com 
  

Church Secretary: Chris Penn 
  

Finance Deacon: Trevor Oakley 
  

Property: Ray Saunders  
  

Site Manager and Caretaker: David Hobbs  

Cross Street: 01727 846891  
  
Bookings: bookings@dsbc.org.uk/01727 844348 
  
  

Charity Registration Number: 1127791 

SERVICES IN MAY 

  10.00am/Podcast 

May 2nd 
The Man from Ethiopia 

Acts 8:26-40 
 

May 9th 
Climbing Trees 

Luke 19:1-10 
 

May 16th 
Gentiles are people too 

Acts 10:44-48 
 

May 23rd 
Filled and overflowing 

Acts 2:1-21 
 

May 30th 
Night time with Jesus 

John 3:1-17 
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Dear Friends, 
 
By the time you read this magazine, the funeral 
service of HRH the Duke of Edinburgh will 
have taken place. The service will have been 
viewed by millions in this country and around 
the world. I hope that everything placed with-
out undue drama, because the Duke famously 
didn’t like fuss and also because the Royal Family has suf-
fered rather a lot of drama in this last year. However, a funeral, 
like most ceremonies that mark life events, is inherently dra-
matic. The funeral of this most senior member of the Royal 
Family will not be as it would have been in different times. The 
Royal household have kept to the current restrictions on the 
number of people who can attend a funeral. However there is 
one part of the ceremony, that would probably have been the 
same – Prince Philip’s self-designed hearse that he had cus-
tomised from a Land Rover. 
 
The death of a gentleman of 99 years old, however prominent, 
is unspectacular. It is not a tragedy in the way that, for exam-
ple, the death of a child is. In another sense, however, death, 
whenever it calls, is always tragic. In the words of the Princess 
Royal, ‘You know it’s going to happen but you are never really 
ready.’ One of my regular words that I hope are of comfort 
when someone dies is that it is not necessarily a surprise, but 
it is always a shock. Death is cruel and degrading, dehumanis-
ing, the ultimate betrayal. It is, as the apostle Paul writes in 1 
Corinthians 15:26, the last enemy. 
 
Benjamin Franklin, although not the originator of the phrase, 
wrote that, “… in this world nothing can be said to be certain, 
except death and taxes.”  We all experience what Psalm 23 
describes as ‘the valley of the shadow of death’, and, in this 
last year, that valley has seemed deeper and, perhaps, nearer 
during the past year. Many people have experienced the an-
guish, pain, and abandonment of death during lockdown. 
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In view of all this, declaring ‘I believe in the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting’ is an act of defiance and subver-
sion. In light of Jesus, his life, death, and resurrection, everything 
changes. Our final enemy is destroyed. We look forward to not 
only life-after-death (‘sleeping in Christ’, ‘resting in peace’), but, 
more significantly, to life-after-life-after-death: rising in glory, the 
resurrection of the body, and a new creation. 
 
Writing in a blog for the London Institute of Contemporary Christi-
anity, Paul Wooley, its CEO offered this:  
 

The hope that God, through Jesus, will raise 
those who have fallen asleep should comfort us 
as we deal with the pain of death. But, it should 
also make a tangible difference to the way that 
we live on earth, right here, right now, in the 
spectacular-ordinary of our everyday lives: In 
our work to produce things that are good and of 
service, in our activism, in our personal relation-
ships, and in our leisure time, we live in light of 
the new age begun in Jesus, risen and exalted. 
We live to bring the life of heaven to earth. 
 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 
Best Wishes 
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Post-Lockdown arrangements for May 
 

Life is changing all the time, but we seem to be moving to-
wards many of our regular activities starting up again. The 
Deacons are continuing to look actively at how we move 
forward.  
In the meantime this is how our programme looks for May. 
 
• Onsite services every Sunday at 10.00am. 
 
• Podcast services released at 8.30am every Sunday 

(also on CD) 
 
• After Church Coffee on Zoom at 11.30am every Sun-

day. 
 
• Monday – Friday Midday prayers on Facebook includ-

ing a communion service on Wednesdays. 
 
• Friday evening social evenings as arranged. 
 
• Newsletter every day except Saturday via email. 
 
• Weekly Still Lyfe study groups on Wednesdays at 

8.00pm on Zoom. 
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Following the Bible Society’s Bible Course that we ran over 
the winter, we will be beginning another Bible Society course 
on Zoom on Wednesday 5th May at 8.00pm. The first series 
of six sessions are called Still Lyfe and encourages us to fo-
cus our hearts and minds on God. This is how the Bible Soci-
ety describes the first session … 
 
“In a busy, distracting and hurried world, we hunger for a 
deep life of prayer and greater intimacy with God. The Still 
Lyfe stream constantly brings us back to what is most im-
portant – love. Love for God and love from God. This is the 
foundation of our faith. 
This stream stresses the value of prayer, silence, solitude, 
observation, listening and slowing down to help us to recog-
nise God’s presence in our daily lives.” 
 
Sounds interesting? Look out for the Zoom link and join in. 

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

6 

 

 

Following the Bible Society’s Bible Course that we ran over 
the winter, we will be beginning another Bible Society course 
on Zoom on Wednesday 5th May at 8.00pm. The first series 
of six sessions are called Still Lyfe and encourages us to fo-
cus our hearts and minds on God. This is how the Bible Soci-
ety describes the first session … 
 
“In a busy, distracting and hurried world, we hunger for a 
deep life of prayer and greater intimacy with God. The Still 
Lyfe stream constantly brings us back to what is most im-
portant – love. Love for God and love from God. This is the 
foundation of our faith. 
This stream stresses the value of prayer, silence, solitude, 
observation, listening and slowing down to help us to recog-
nise God’s presence in our daily lives.” 
 
Sounds interesting? Look out for the Zoom link and join in. 



7 

  May 2021 

 

 

Cross Street Coffee Shop Opening 
 
 

The coffee shop will reopen on Wednesday  19th May 
and operate Wednesday - Saturday thereafter, with no 

closure in August. 
 

Pop in for a chat, some company and tasty food and 
drink, all in a safe, hygienic and relaxing environment. 

 
We look forward to seeing you all as customers soon! 
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Step 3, no earlier than 17 May: 

• Outdoors, most social contact rules will be lifted - alt-
hough gatherings of over 30 people will remain illegal. 
 
• Outdoor performances such as outdoor cinemas, out-
door theatres and outdoor cinemas can reopen.. In-
doors, the rule of 6 or 2 households will apply - although 
we will keep under review whether it is safe to increase 
this. 
 
• Indoor hospitality, entertainment venues such as cine-
mas and soft play areas, the rest of the accommodation 
sector, and indoor adult group sports and exercise clas-
ses will also reopen. 
 
• Larger performances and sporting events in indoor 
venues with a capacity of 1,000 people or half-full 
(whichever is lower) will also be allowed, as will those in 
outdoor venues with a capacity of 4000 people or half-
full (whichever is lower). 
 
• In the largest outdoor seated venues where crowds 
can spread out, up to 10,000 people will be able to at-
tend (or a quarter-full, whichever is lower). 
 
• Up to 30 people will be able to attend weddings, re-
ceptions and wakes, as well as funerals. Other life 
events that will be permitted include bar mitzvahs and 
christenings. 
 
GOV.UK 
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• Home test kits can now be ordered over the phone 
by calling 119, without needing access to the internet 
• NHS Test and Trace partnership with Royal Nation-
al Institute of Blind People (RNIB) to improve home 
testing service for people with visual impairments 
• New video-call support service with specially 
trained NHS Test and Trace staff will assist people 
with vision impairments to test at home 

People who do not have access to the internet can 
now order PCR home testing kits over the phone by 
calling 119, without needing an email address or any 
other digital requirement. 

This means that people without access to the internet 
or digital services can order PCR tests to use in their 
homes, if they have symptoms. The home testing ser-
vice is available to everyone in the United Kingdom 
with COVID-19 symptoms, and can still be accessed 
through the home testing online portal. 

HOME TESTING 
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Like most other things in our world, our Toddler 
Group for pre-school children and their Dads has 
been suspended for more than a year. But we are 
relaunching WLTDO on 8th May. So we hope to see 
lots of Dads and Granddads turning up for coffee 
and bacon rolls while the children play. 
 
If you’re a Dad or Granddad, or you know one, with 
an under five, then do tell them about ‘Who let the 
Dads out?’  
 
The dates for the next session are: 
 

8th May 
12th June 
10th July 
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PASTORAL NEWS 
 
We are all truly grateful that lockdown has been eased 
somewhat and friends and families are beginning to be able 
to socialise even if only outside.  Due to COVID some are 
still awaiting tests or treatment and we pray the backlog on 
the NHS will soon see some resolve.  Quite a few of our 
friends need our prayers also: 
 
John and Vera Mills have both been hospitalised and are, 
of course, separated.  Paula Iddiols and Colin Owen are 
recovering from hospital treatment and Sue Owen and Ella 
(Sue and Colin’s granddaughter), along with Malinda Hrries 
are all receiving hospital outpatient treatment.  Colin is con-
tinuing to recover after his operation and, hopefully, will be 
home before long. 
 
Stuart Turnbill is in respite care following a stay in hospital. 
Dennis Rowson is getting ready to move to Devon to be 
near his son, although this has received a bit of a setback.  
We pray that Dennis will hear good news soon.   
Sam Massey is still waiting for his wife’s immigration to the 
UK from India following their marriage in December. 
Nikhil and Ruth Varghese are mourning the death of Nikhil’s 
grandmother in India. 
Jenny Johnson, Krisztina Shreiner, Olly and Brian Branch 
continue to need our prayers. 
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Marjorie Jones and family are very thankful for the prayers 
for Anthony Troy (Marjorie’s youngest son) who is now mak-
ing good progress. 
We all look forward thankfully to the opening of our church 
and café. 
  

Give thanks to the Lord, our God and king. 
His love endures for ever. 

For He is good. He is above all things. 
His love endures for ever. 
Sing praise, sing praise. 

 
From the rising to the setting sun, 

His love endures for ever. 
By the grace of God we will carry on. 

His love endures for ever. 
Sing praise, sing praise. 

 
(Kingsway Music) 

 
MMaarrjjoorriiee  JJoonneess  
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PASTORAL TEAM 
  
The Minister, Simon, and members of the Pastoral Team 
are always happy to make appointments to visit, talk or 
pray with you. This can take place in your home, at Cross 
Street or at our homes at your convenience and at mutu-
ally convenient times. 
  
Marjorie Jones (01727 841845)), Jill Potter (07779 
797928), Emma Johnson (07974 161535, Liz Blight 
(07884 431051), and Alison Ashmore (01727 867335), 
are also active members of the Pastoral Team. 
  
Simon and the team hope you will notify them of anybody 
who you think may be ill, lonely or who needs help. 
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 Deacons Update 
 

This month, Geoff Colmer, regional minister of the Central Bap-
tist Association (CBA), will be inducted as President of Baptists 
Together, when he will be focusing on being ‘Attentive to 
Rhythms of Grace’.  As a CBA member church, we pray for 
Geoff and his wife and family at this time, particularly as he has 
recently undergone a 4 week stem cell transplant prior to a peri-
od of recovery before returning to regional ministry and taking 
up his duties as President of the Baptist Union for 2021/22.  
 
We also heard that Hayley Young, Regional Minister of the 
South Wales Baptist Association, and minister at Rumney Bap-
tist Church in Cardiff, will be the next President of Baptists To-
gether in 2022/23.  She was the candidate that received our 
vote in the recent ballot.   
 
Our next church members meeting will be held in the church on 
Tuesday evening 4th May starting at 7.45pm.  Our last ‘In-
person’ church meeting was last December, and this meeting 
will be under the same controls, with social distancing, face cov-
erings and no mingling.  Agenda items will include reports on 
Property, Future Plans, Finance, and Cross Street.  
 
The deacons have continued their discussions about the future 
structure of ‘church’ as we navigate through the government’s 
road map.  Following the in-person service on Easter Sunday, 
we plan to re-commence weekly in-person services from 2nd 
May and, until further notice, these will be conducted within the 
current guidelines, eg. social distancing, face coverings, no 
singing and no mingling.  The on-line options will also continue 
for the foreseeable future, and we will continue our review dur-
ing the monthly deacons meetings. 
 
Starting monthly on 9th May, the in-person service will be ‘all-
age’, as we are keen to develop a focus, particularly with fami-
lies and children, of ‘making disciples.’   
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We were encouraged to hear that some regular premises 
bookings are likely to restart soon and we’re hopeful that ‘Who 
Let The Dad’s Out’ will be able to restart within a few weeks.  
And don’t forget Wednesday19 tth May when Cross Street Cafe 
re-opens. 
  
If you have any views, comments or concerns about church 
matters, please contact Simon, or your allocated deacon. 
 
  
CChhrriiss  PPeennnn  
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 VINEYARD CHURCH 
FOOD BANK 

 
Vineyard Church’s food bank is in desperate need of  essential 
items for their users.  We arrange deliveries on Wednesdays 
and are happy to collect donations from you.  The items they 
particularly need are:   
 
For our school kids lunch bags: 
Healthy snack/cereal bars (no chocolate, no nuts) 
Individual bottles or cartons of juice or water 
Individual fruit pots (no pineapple, please) 
Small  (10g) packs of popcorn (noting too sweet) 
Rice pudding or custard pots (that do no require refrigeration) 
 
For our everyday items: 
Size 5, 7 and 8 Nappies 
Size 6 and 7 Pull Ups 
Microwave meals 
Fabric conditioner 
Fairy Non-Bio washing powder or liquid 
Anti-bacterial surface spray 
Coffee 
Cow and Gate baby milk powder 
Aptamil—Anti-reflux 
Shower Gel 
Sugar 
Cuppa Soup 
Crisps 
Small bottles/cans of soft drinks, squash and water 
 
Also, if you have any shopping bags that you do not need, 
especially any strong ones (Bag for Life), they are in need of 
some, please. 
 
If you are able to donate any of these items, please contact 
Diane Saunders either by email: dianesaunder-
so007@googlemmail.com or on 07989 669598. 
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Come all you vagabonds 
Come all you don't belongs 
Winners and losers 
Come people like me 
Come all you travellers 
Tired from the journey 
Come wait a while stay a while 
Welcomed you'll be 
 
Come all you questioners 
Looking for answers 
And searching for reasons 
And sense in it all 
Come all you fallen 
And come all you broken 
Find strength for your body 
And food for your soul 
 
Come to the feast 
There is room at the table 
Come let us meet in this place 
With the King of all kindness 
Who welcomes us in 
With the wonder of love 
And the power of grace 
The wonder of love 
And the power of grace 
 
Come those who worry 
'Bout houses and money 
And all those who don't have 
A care in the world 
From every station 
And orientation 
The helpless the hopeless 
The young and the old 
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Come all believers 
And dreamers and schemers 
And come all you restless 
Just searching for home 
Movers and shakers 
And givers and takers 
The happy the sad 
The lost and alone 
 
Come self-sufficient 
With wearied ambition 
And come those who feel 
At the end of the road 
Fiery debaters 
And religion haters 
Accusers abusers 
The hurt and ignored 
 
Mark Edwards/Phil Baggaley/Stuart Townend 
© 2011 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Integrity Music) 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS 
 

9th—Olly Branch 
28th—Roslyn Prowse 

 
A Sanskrit poem quoted in the novel, ‘East of the 
Sun’ by Julia Gregson, which I recently enjoyed. 
 

“Look week to this day, 
For it is life, 

In it’s brief course lies all the realities of exist-
ence. 

For yesterday is but a memory and tomorrow 
only a vision.” 

 
Maya Angelou wrote, 
 

“If you must look back, do so forgivingly. 
If you must look forward, do so prayerfully. 

However, the wisest thing you can do is to be 
present in the present….gratefully.” 

 
Happy Birthday to all in this, hopefully, sunny, 
warm and flowery month! 
 
LLiinnddaa  WWiilllliiaammss  
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Baptist Assembly 
 

This year’s Baptist Assembly will be online making it a lot easier 
to take part.  If you have time during 13th – 16th May, log in to the 
Baptist Assembly Website where you will find all the details.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Worship Bands 
We are very excited to have a total of six worship bands join-
ing Assembly this year, from England, Wales, Uganda and India. 
When meeting in person we do not have this opportunity, so 
please do join Assembly to listen and join in with these amazing 
compilations. 
 
For an outline of the the full programme visit the Baptist Assem-
bly Website where you can receive the programme links direct to 
your email.  
 
Personal Registration & Donations 
Baptist Assembly 2021 will be free for anybody to join via our 
website, however we do incur some costs to make it happen.  If 
you’re in a position to help us with a donation towards these 
costs, please make a donation via our website  where you will 
also find the programme links to join each event over the week-
end direct to your email.  
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 Mission News 
Baptist Union Prayer Diary  

May 2021 
 

2 May - This year has been a very different one than planned for 
our President, Yinka Oyekan.  In spite of the difficulties and dis-
ruption he has been able to help churches discover ‘how do we 
grow from here?’.  Please pray for Yinka as he continues in his 
ministry.  www.howdowegrowfromhere.com 
9 May - Pray for all the events and services happening this Chris-
tian Aid Week, face to face and online.  Pray that they will create a 
sense of connection and joy for churches and communities here in 
the UK and across the world.  May the spirit of joyful giving trans-
form communities across this nation and the world this Christian 
Aid Week.  Amen. www.christianaid.org.uk  
16 May - This year’s Baptist Assembly is taking place online.  
Please pray for those participating, including this year’s keynote 
speaker Shane Claiborne.  Please also pray for our newly induct-
ed President, Geoff Colmer, as he begins his Presidential year 
focusing on being attentive to rhythms of grace. 
www.baptistassembly.org.uk  www.baptist.org.uk/president. 

23 May - On this Pentecost Sunday we join in the ‘Thy Kingdom 
Come’ prayer:  Almighty God, your ascended son has sent us into 
the world to preach the good news of your kingdom: inspire us 
with your Spirit and fill our hearts with the fire of your love, that all 
who hear your word may be drawn to you, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord Amen. www.thykingdomcome.global 

30 May - London Baptists exists to encourage and equip its mem-
ber churches as they pursue their own distinct vision and calling to 
the local communities in which they’re based.  Please pray for the 
300 churches of the Association as they carry out their mission 
and ministry in and around the London area. 
www.londonbaptist.org.uk 

CChhrriiss  PPeennnn  
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Christian Aid Week   
10th - 16th May 

 
“Stop the Climate Crisis” is the message of this year’s 
Christian Aid Week.  Like last year, we will not be involved 
in the traditional house to house collections, although at 
the time of writing, CA were hopeful that they should be 
possible in some areas.  There are lots of fundraising ide-
as on the CA website, eg. 300,000 step challenge, 
(sponsored walk of 10,000 steps each day during May); 
sponsored silence; learn 100 words in another language; 
bake sale; etc.  But if, like me, you’re happy to make a 
contribution, simply go to www.caweek.org and make your 
donation. 
 
The Christian Aid web site has a lot of useful information 
about the appeal, in particular about how the climate crisis 
is impacting life in Kenya.   
 
Rose lives in Kenya and is caught in a cycle of climate 
chaos.  From severe drought to flooding, extreme weather 
robs her of what she needs to survive: a reliable source of 
water. 
 
When Rose was a child, there was plenty of rain that fell at 
the right times.  It provided ample nutritious food to eat.  
Now Rose’s community lives with drought and hunger for 
months at a time. 
 
When the rains do come, they can be too heavy and lead 
to flooding.  This has been an issue across Kenya in the 
last year, damaging crops that had struggled to grow. 
 
There is an earth dam just minutes away from Rose’s  
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 home which collects rainwater.  It should be a lifeline to help 
her withstand unpredictable weather.  But it runs out of water 
too quickly, forcing Rose to walk long and exhausting journeys 
to fetch water for her grandchildren. 
  
The coronavirus pandemic has only made this lack of water 
more critical for Rose’s family as handwashing with soap and 
water is vital to stay safe against the virus. 
  
With a reliable source of water, Rose could grow fresh vegeta-
bles to eat, improve her livelihood and better protect her family 
from coronavirus. 
  
Let Rose have the final word, “Because of Climate Change, I 
worry a lot about food.  I pray to God that the rainfall will be-
come normal like it used to be.” 
  
CA have also produced their CA Week Seven-Day Devotional, 
which you can find on their website.  Each day includes a 
reading from Genesis, with a reflection and response.  The 
daily Bible readings are listed below: 
  
Day 1  -  Genesis 1:3-5  
Day 2  -  Genesis 1:6-8  
Day 3  -  Genesis 1:9-13  
Day 4  -  Genesis 1:14-19 
Day 5  -  Genesis 1:20-23 
Day 6  -  Genesis 1:24-31 
Day 7  -  Genesis 2:1-3  
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Join the Global Wave of Prayer  
Sunday May 23rd 2021 

 
Since it was launched at the beginning of March, over 6,000 
Christians have already registered to say that they will be 'in one 
accord' as part of the UK and Ireland's largest online Virtual Pen-
tecost Prayer Gathering taking place on Sunday 23rd May 
2021.  Those who have already registered represent church con-
gregations from across the whole of the family of Nations across 
the UK, British Isles and Ireland, bringing together a wide sense 
of unity.   
 
The 'In One Accord' events will unite Christians and churches in 
two virtual gatherings, one a church service in the morning at 
11am and a National virtual celebration style event in the after-
noon at 2pm Uniting the church around praying for revival, unity 
and healing for our communities as we emerge from the pan-
demic. 
 
Speaking about Virtual Pentecost, Dr Jonathan Oloyede of the 
National Day of Prayer and Worship said "Since we went public 
with the announcement of Virtual Pentecost, it has been amazing 
to see the message being so well received by Christians and lo-
cal church leaders to unite the church on Sunday 23rd May 
2021.  It's particularly encouraging to see the breakdown of 
those registering from across di-fferent parts of the nation, lan-
guages and Christian traditions.  God is on the move!"  Adding 
this voice to those supporting Virtual Pentecost, Andy Frost, Di-
rector of Share Jesus International said: "This has been a tough  
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 season for us all but one of the encouraging things has been 
the growing recognition of the importance of prayer.  Everything 
has been shaken but we have been reminded that God is un-
shakable.  It’s been so encouraging to journey with Pastor Jon-
athan Oloyede over the years as he has brought together differ-
ent streams of the Church together in prayer.  This Pentecost 
will be a unique opportunity for us all to come together as one 
Church to pray for our nation at this critical moment.  You can 
count me in!" 
  
To register to take part in Virtual Pentecost 2021, please visit 
www.virtualpentecost.com  
 
CChhrriiss  PPeennnn  
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ent streams of the Church together in prayer.  This Pentecost 
will be a unique opportunity for us all to come together as one 
Church to pray for our nation at this critical moment.  You can 
count me in!" 
  
To register to take part in Virtual Pentecost 2021, please visit 
www.virtualpentecost.com  
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St Albans Sustainability Festival 2021 
Sunday 23 May to Sunday 6th June 

 
SustFest21 is all about building and 
strengthening community networks 
across St Albans, Harpenden and vil-
lages, and helping our whole district 
become more environmentally sus-
tainable. It’s organised by volunteers 
from Sustainable St Albans, St Albans 
Friends of the Earth, and passionate 
local residents. It encourages commu-
nity groups, businesses, schools, 
street groups and faith groups to or-
ganise environmentally sustainable 
events and activities for their commu-
nities, to inspire residents across the 
district to live more sustainably, do practical things to care for the 
environment and be kind to the planet. 
 
In 2019 around 14,000 people took part in SustFest events 
across the district! 2020’s festival was cancelled, of course, but 
the festival will go ahead in 2021 with a programme of Covid-safe 
events including activities you can do at home, online, outdoors 
and at local businesses. And don’t miss the Sustainable Markets 
on 23rd May and 6th June, when St Peters Street will be filled with 
eco-friendly business stalls, local groups and charities. 
 
At Dagnall Street this year we’ll be sending out SustFest activi-
ties by email and on facebook for you to do individually or in 
small groups. The first week of the festival will be ‘Waste Week’,  

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

34 

 

 

St Albans Sustainability Festival 2021 
Sunday 23 May to Sunday 6th June 

 
SustFest21 is all about building and 
strengthening community networks 
across St Albans, Harpenden and vil-
lages, and helping our whole district 
become more environmentally sus-
tainable. It’s organised by volunteers 
from Sustainable St Albans, St Albans 
Friends of the Earth, and passionate 
local residents. It encourages commu-
nity groups, businesses, schools, 
street groups and faith groups to or-
ganise environmentally sustainable 
events and activities for their commu-
nities, to inspire residents across the 
district to live more sustainably, do practical things to care for the 
environment and be kind to the planet. 
 
In 2019 around 14,000 people took part in SustFest events 
across the district! 2020’s festival was cancelled, of course, but 
the festival will go ahead in 2021 with a programme of Covid-safe 
events including activities you can do at home, online, outdoors 
and at local businesses. And don’t miss the Sustainable Markets 
on 23rd May and 6th June, when St Peters Street will be filled with 
eco-friendly business stalls, local groups and charities. 
 
At Dagnall Street this year we’ll be sending out SustFest activi-
ties by email and on facebook for you to do individually or in 
small groups. The first week of the festival will be ‘Waste Week’,  

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

34 

 

 

St Albans Sustainability Festival 2021 
Sunday 23 May to Sunday 6th June 

 
SustFest21 is all about building and 
strengthening community networks 
across St Albans, Harpenden and vil-
lages, and helping our whole district 
become more environmentally sus-
tainable. It’s organised by volunteers 
from Sustainable St Albans, St Albans 
Friends of the Earth, and passionate 
local residents. It encourages commu-
nity groups, businesses, schools, 
street groups and faith groups to or-
ganise environmentally sustainable 
events and activities for their commu-
nities, to inspire residents across the 
district to live more sustainably, do practical things to care for the 
environment and be kind to the planet. 
 
In 2019 around 14,000 people took part in SustFest events 
across the district! 2020’s festival was cancelled, of course, but 
the festival will go ahead in 2021 with a programme of Covid-safe 
events including activities you can do at home, online, outdoors 
and at local businesses. And don’t miss the Sustainable Markets 
on 23rd May and 6th June, when St Peters Street will be filled with 
eco-friendly business stalls, local groups and charities. 
 
At Dagnall Street this year we’ll be sending out SustFest activi-
ties by email and on facebook for you to do individually or in 
small groups. The first week of the festival will be ‘Waste Week’,  

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

34 

 

 

St Albans Sustainability Festival 2021 
Sunday 23 May to Sunday 6th June 

 
SustFest21 is all about building and 
strengthening community networks 
across St Albans, Harpenden and vil-
lages, and helping our whole district 
become more environmentally sus-
tainable. It’s organised by volunteers 
from Sustainable St Albans, St Albans 
Friends of the Earth, and passionate 
local residents. It encourages commu-
nity groups, businesses, schools, 
street groups and faith groups to or-
ganise environmentally sustainable 
events and activities for their commu-
nities, to inspire residents across the 
district to live more sustainably, do practical things to care for the 
environment and be kind to the planet. 
 
In 2019 around 14,000 people took part in SustFest events 
across the district! 2020’s festival was cancelled, of course, but 
the festival will go ahead in 2021 with a programme of Covid-safe 
events including activities you can do at home, online, outdoors 
and at local businesses. And don’t miss the Sustainable Markets 
on 23rd May and 6th June, when St Peters Street will be filled with 
eco-friendly business stalls, local groups and charities. 
 
At Dagnall Street this year we’ll be sending out SustFest activi-
ties by email and on facebook for you to do individually or in 
small groups. The first week of the festival will be ‘Waste Week’,  



35 

  May 2021 

 

 

with challenges and tips to help you reduce waste and recycle 
more. The second week (half term) will be ‘Wild Week’, with ac-
tivities encouraging you to get outside and connect with nature. 
  
So keep an eye on those emails and please do get involved from 
23rd May to 6th June! And look out for the full SustFest21 brochure, 
which will be available soon. We hope to have some in the church 
or Cross Street Centre for you to pick up in due course. 
  
For more information on the festival, see sustfest.org 
 
NNaaoommii  DDiissttiillll 
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 JUNE ISSUE CONTRIBUTIONS BY 
THURSDAY, 20th MAY 

  
Beginning of the opening up of lockdown has begun.  I don’t 
know about you but I actually am feeling a bit nervous about 
the coming months.  Perhaps, I have got too used to the se-
curity of staying in and not socialising! There has been no 
pressure—not even to get dressed up and if I felt like reading 
my book all day—I have!  I haven’t even had any pressure to 
get up early each day, although the sunny weather has 
helped to get me moving in the morning.  I can’t even look 
back on this last lockdown and say that I have done anything 
productive—I haven’t learned a new skill or decorated my 
home, although I have a new project—my raised bed vegeta-
ble garden!   I even look at my clothes each morning and 
think ‘I’m not wearing that, I will have to iron it!’, so it’s tracky 
bottoms and t-shirts all the way. 
 
I am, though, looking forward to 19th May when the café reo-
pens, and it will be nice to come back to church.  I promise I 
won’t turn up in my tracky bottoms! 
 
GGllyynniiss  
glynis.griffiths1@gmail.com 
01462 733665 
07709 618571 
  

Solution 1 
  
a) 90 
b)  22 
c) 10 
d)  44 

Solution 2 
 
a) 32 
b) 3 
c) 48 
d) 36 
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What, When and Where May 2021 
  
  
Church will be open for in-person services from Sunday 2nd 
May at 10am and, until further notice, these will be conducted 
within the current guidelines, eg. social distancing, face cover-
ings, no singing and no mingling.  The on-line options will also 
continue for the foreseeable future. 
 
Zoom coffee time on Sundays at 11.30am is continuing. 
 
Monday – Friday Midday prayers on Facebook including a 
communion service on Wednesdays. 
  
Friday evening social evenings as arranged. 
  
Newsletter every day except Saturday via email. 
 
Who Let the Dads Out will hold its first session on Saturday, 
8th May and following that on 12th June and 10th July. 
 
The Cross Street Café will open on Wednesday 19th May at 
10am and will open weekly from Wednesday to Saturday. 
 
There are no plans at the moment to open the regular activi-
ties in person such as, Toddlers, Messy Church, Scrabble, 
Knitting Group, Muffins with Mums, but it is always being re-
viewed. 
  
 Stay safe and keep in touch. 
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