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 Minister: Rev Simon J Carver, MA, BSc, - simoncarver@btinternet.com 
  

Church Secretary: Chris Penn 
  

Finance Deacon: Trevor Oakley 
  

Property: Ray Saunders  
  

Site Manager and Caretaker: David Hobbs  

Cross Street: 01727 846891  
  
Bookings: bookings@dsbc.org.uk/01727 844348 
  
  

Charity Registration Number: 1127791 

APRIL SERVICES 

  Podcast 10.00am YouTube 

April 4th 
Touching 

Place 
John 20:1-18 

Christ the 
Lord is risen 

today! 
Communion 

 

  

April 11th 
Testing Truth 
John 20:19-31 

  Messy 
Easter 

Gone Fish-
ing! 

 

April 18th 
Open Minds 
Luke 24:36b-

48 

    

April 25th 

The Cost of 
Care 

John 10:11-18 
 

    

Front cover 
Michael  Rothenstein (1937) 
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HOLY WEEK SERVICES 

  7.00pm Zoom 
12.00pm Fa-
cebook Live 

 

April 1st 

Maundy 
Thursday 

Communion 
 

  

April 2nd   
Good Friday 
Reflection 
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 Dear Friends, 
 
When I checked my emails first thing one morning 
last week, I found a message from a dear friend in 
Louisville, Kentucky. He is semi-retired now, but he 
continues to be an early riser. We communicate 
quite often and he usually sends messages early 
evening which I then pick up the next morning, If I 
respond straight away, I normally get a message 
back mid-morning. By my calculations this means he is up and 
about soon after 5.00am!  
 
My friend’s messages are usually asking questions about what is 
happening in the UK – he was interested in how our Prime Minis-
ter compares to the last US President – but last week he was ask-
ing what we were thinking about the Oprah Winfrey interview with 
the Duke and Duchess of Sussex. That interview was broadcast 
in the UK on Monday 8th March and the following day the cover-
age of the interview extended to Piers Morgan’s reaction on ITV’s 
breakfast show. However, by the time I received my friend’s 
email, we had heard the news that a body had been found in Kent 
following the search for the woman who had gone missing in Lon-
don the week before. 
 
Meghan and Harry had been pushed off the front pages and was 
old news. In writing these notes, I needed to check the date when 
Sarah Everard’s remains were found. It took several minutes look-
ing at news pages to find what I was looking for. Despite her in-
quest having been opened just the day before I’m writing, the 
news had moved on again. Now the headlines are about Nicola 
Sturgeon, AstraZeneca and an American actor called Armie Ham-
mer. 
 
We live in a fast-moving world and it can feel hard to keep up with 
what is happening. 
 
In our Baptist tradition, Holy Week probably has less of an impact 
than it does for our Roman Catholic friends. Many of our churches  
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hold Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services, although my 
sense is that this would have been less the case 50 years ago. 
From Palm Sunday to Maundy Thursday we do little to observe the 
journey of Holy Week, but it could be said to be a fast moving news 
week. 
  
It isn’t easy to identify what happened on which day, but following 
Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, acclaimed by disciples and pilgrims, a 
lot happened. There was the incident in the temple with tables over
-turned. There was the woman who anointed him at a meal. There 
were arguments between Jesus and Jewish leaders in the temple. 
And all this before the meal on Thursday evening that led to the tri-
al and execution on Friday. 
 
Yes, a lot happened last week, as it does every week. And a lot 
happened in Holy Week, too. Perhaps we need to try to take the 
time to consider what happened that week, as we look forward to 
resurrection on Easter Sunday. 
 
Best wishes 
  

Nickolay Nikolayovich 
Ge 
 
‘What is Truth’ 
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 Post-Lockdown Planning 
 

The Deacons are actively looking at how we as a church 
will come out of this period of lockdown. You will see else-
where in the magazine that we will be holding an in-
person communion service at 10.00am on Easter Sunday. 
After this our next in-person service will also be a com-
munion service at 10.00am on Sunday 2nd May. Our pro-
visional plan from that point is that we will begin weekly 
Sunday services from 16th May. This is the weekend that 
the Government’s Step 3 is due to start. Further details 
and dates to follow. 
 
The Bible Course earlier this year was successful and lat-
er in the Spring we are planning to follow another course 
from the Bible Society. Details of the course content can 
be found here: https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the
-bible/lyfe/ 
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Step 2, no earlier than 12 April: 

• Non-essential retail, personal care premises, such 
as hairdressers and nail salons, and public buildings, 
such as libraries and community centres, will reopen. 
 
• Most outdoor attractions and settings, including 
zoos, and theme parks, will also reopen although wider 
social contact rules will apply in these settings to pre-
vent indoor mixing between different households. Drive
-in cinemas and drive-in performances will also be per-
mitted. 
 
• Indoor leisure facilities, such as gyms and swimming 
pools, will also reopen - but only for use by people on 
their own or with their household 
 
• Hospitality venues can serve people outdoors only. 
There will be no need for customers to order a substan-
tial meal with alcohol, and no curfew - although custom-
ers must order, eat and drink while seated. 
 
• Self-contained accommodation, such as holiday lets, 
where indoor facilities are not shared with other house-
holds, can also reopen. 
 
• Funerals can continue with up to 30 people, and the 
numbers able to attend weddings, receptions and com-
memorative events such as wakes will rise to 15 (from 
6). 
 
GOV.UK 7 
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Step 3, no earlier than 17 May: 

• Outdoors, most social contact rules will be lifted - alt-
hough gatherings of over 30 people will remain illegal. 
 
• Outdoor performances such as outdoor cinemas, out-
door theatres and outdoor cinemas can reopen.. In-
doors, the rule of 6 or 2 households will apply - although 
we will keep under review whether it is safe to increase 
this. 
 
• Indoor hospitality, entertainment venues such as cine-
mas and soft play areas, the rest of the accommodation 
sector, and indoor adult group sports and exercise clas-
ses will also reopen. 
 
• Larger performances and sporting events in indoor 
venues with a capacity of 1,000 people or half-full 
(whichever is lower) will also be allowed, as will those in 
outdoor venues with a capacity of 4000 people or half-
full (whichever is lower). 
 
• In the largest outdoor seated venues where crowds 
can spread out, up to 10,000 people will be able to at-
tend (or a quarter-full, whichever is lower). 
 
• Up to 30 people will be able to attend weddings, re-
ceptions and wakes, as well as funerals. Other life 
events that will be permitted include bar mitzvahs and 
christenings. 
 
GOV.UK 
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Cross Street Café Report March 2021 
 

Since the last report to the Deacons in Oc-
tober 2020, the café has traded for two 

months, but has been closed to the public for the last 
three months. 
 
During the latest lockdown Heidi and I have checked on 
stock and removed it when it is approaching its sell/use-
by date, giving some to the food bank. We have con-
ferred about reopening, which at present will not be be-
fore 17th May, when we hope to return to how we were 
operating after the first lockdown, with table service to a 
maximum of six customers per table and a reduced num-
ber of workers. This was a successful formula before, alt-
hough hard work for those involved! 
 
I would like to thank the team of workers for their dedica-
tion and loyalty, Ray for updating our Risk Assessment 
and operational procedures and David for keeping the 
café so spick and span. 
 
We shall continue to plan for the future, following any 
guidelines that are issued, and look forward to seeing 
you all as customers in the not-too-distant future. 
 
Catriona Carver 
16th March 2021  
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 PASTORAL NEWS 
 

I am writing this on the first day of Spring (March 20th).  
The Spring flowers and blossom are beautiful and the 
days are getting warmer. 
 
British Summer Times begins on Sunday 28th March 
(Palm Sunday) when our clocks go forward and the eve-
nings get lighter.  The next day is the beginning of Holy 
Week which is the most important week in the Christian 
calendar.  During Holy Week we experience Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday and the resurrection of Our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ on Easter Sunday.  Detail’s of 
our church’s services can be found elsewhere in this mag-
azine. 
 
Jesus commanded us to ‘to love one another’ and in our 
church we are encouraged to pray for each other.  The 
following folk would benefit from our prayers: 
 
• John Peters, Paula Iddiols and Eileen Wills are re-

covering from hospital treatment. 
• Malinda Harris, Sue Owen and Janet Movery-Peers 

are having ongoing hospital treatment. 
• Ella, Sue and Colin Owen’s granddaughter, has 

been receiving hospital treatment. 
• Olly and Brian Branch and Jenny Johnson continue 

to need our prayers. 
• Children and students back at school and university. 
• People who have been severely affected by the lock-

down and are experiencing loneliness, mental health 
issues or financial and job concerns. 

 
For a year now Simon has led a team who offer their time 
and expertise in providing the online devotions, services 
and social events.  People without online access receive 
the weekly service on a CD.  We all benefit from the deliv-
ery of the monthly magazine.  All this continues to be a  
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spiritual lifeline for us during the Covid pandemic.  As a church 
community we offer our sincere thanks to everyone involved.   
 

Are we Easter People in a Good Friday World? 
 

Christ’s destiny was the cross 
His purpose was love 
His reason was YOU 

 
Alleluia! 

 
JJiillll  PPootttteerr  
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PASTORAL TEAM 
  
The Minister, Simon, and members of the Pastoral Team 
are always happy to make appointments to visit, talk or 
pray with you. This can take place in your home, at Cross 
Street or at our homes at your convenience and at mutu-
ally convenient times. 
  
Marjorie Jones (01727 841845)), Jill Potter (07779 
797928), Emma Johnson (07974 161535, Liz Blight 
(07884 431051), and Alison Ashmore (01727 867335), 
are also active members of the Pastoral Team. 
  
Simon and the team hope you will notify them of anybody 
who you think may be ill, lonely or who needs help. 
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Deacons Update 
 

The deacons have continued their discussions about the structure 
of ‘church’ after lockdown, and although aware that places of wor-
ship were not closed under current Government guidelines, we took 
the view that returning to weekly restricted ‘in-person’ worship ser-
vices was not appropriate.   
 
However, we have decided that it would be appropriate to hold an 
Easter Sunday Communion service on 4th April at 10am, under the 
strict controls that were previously in place, ie, socially distanced, 
face coverings, no singing, and no mingling.  If you wish to attend 
this service, we would ask you to notify Simon in advance.  We 
have also decided to hold another ‘in-person’ communion service 
on the first Sunday in May when the same controls will apply.   
 
The Cross Street Café will need to wait a while longer before re-
opening.  The earliest date café’s will be able to welcome custom-
ers indoors will be the 17th May, so if all the Government’s tests are 
met, we hope to be able to open for business on Wednesday 19th 
May. 
 
A reminder that our next church members meeting is planned for 
Tuesday 4th May, when we hope we will feel more comfortable 
about a socially distanced meeting in the church.   
 
If you have any views, comments or concerns about church mat-
ters, please contact Simon, or your allocated deacon. 
 
CChhrriiss  PPeennnn  
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 MISSION NEWS 
 

Genesis Shop - Sheffield 
 
As soon as we’re allowed, we will be making arrangements to travel 
up to the Genesis shop on the Manor Estate in Sheffield with our next 
delivery of used and unwanted clothing and household wares.   
 
We continue to be very grateful for your contributions, however, the 
lower store is becoming rather full, so whilst we would encourage you 
to continue to remember the needs of the Genesis shop, please be 
patient.  With the earliest likely date of 12th April, when charity shops 
may be allowed to re-open, it might be some time before we are able 
to make our next trip.  It would be very helpful, therefore, if you could 
hold on to your contributions for a few more weeks to avoid the lower 
store becoming overloaded.  
 
CChhrriiss  PPeennnn  
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HAPPY ST GEORGE’S DAY  
23rd APRIL! 
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
 

2nd—Denise Tromans 
8th—Diane Saunders 

26th—Julia Plant 
 

An Easter Poem by J M C Crum (1872-1958) 
(last two verses) 

 
Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, 
He that for three days in the grave had lain, 
Quick from the dead my risen Lord is seen. 

 
When our hearts are wintry, grieving or in pain, 

Thy touch may call us back to life again,  
Fields of our hearts that are dead and bare have been. 

 
An Easter Prayer taken from the Lion Prayer Collec-

tion 
 

Jesus, our Lord, we praise you that nothing could 
keep you dead in the grave, 

You are stronger than death or the devil,  
Help us to remember there is nothing to be afraid of, 

because you are alive and by our side. 
 

Amen 
 

Happy Birthday and Happy Easter to all who read this. 
 
LLiinnddaa  WWiilllliiaammss  
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 VINEYARD CHURCH 
FOOD BANK 

 
Vineyard Church’s food bank is in desperate need of  essential 
items for their users.  We arrange deliveries on Wednesdays 
and are happy to collect donations from you.  The items they 
particularly need are:   
 
For our school kids lunch bags: 
Healthy snack/cereal bars (no chocolate, no nuts) 
Individual bottles or cartons of juice or water 
Individual fruit pots (no pineapple, please) 
Small  (10g) packs of popcorn (noting too sweet) 
Rice pudding or custard pots (that do no require refrigeration) 
 
For our everyday items: 
Size 5, 7 and 8 Nappies 
Size 6 and 7 Pull Ups 
Microwave meals 
Fabric conditioner 
Fairy Non-Bio washing powder or liquid 
Anti-bacterial surface spray 
Coffee 
Cow and Gate baby milk powder 
Aptamil—Anti-reflux 
Shower Gel 
Sugar 
Cuppa Soup 
Crisps 
Small bottles/cans of soft drinks, squash and water 
 
Also, if you have any shopping bags that you do not need, 
especially any strong ones (Bag for Life), they are in need of 
some, please. 
 
If you are able to donate any of these items, please contact 
Diane Saunders either by email: dianesaunder-
so007@googlemmail.com or on 07989 669598. 
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38th UNLOCK WALK  

Saturday 24th April 2021 
Unlock is one of the Christian charities we have supported for 
many years through their annual fundraising London Sponsored 
Walk.  Working in deprived urban areas across the country, 
they “UNLOCK” real life stories of ordinary people by revealing 
the good news of the down to earth Christ by releasing life 
changing skills and confidence.  Their main single source of in-
come is from sponsorship and donations received by walkers 
and churches.  Last year’s “virtual” walk raised £19,000, for 
which UNLOCK are extremely grateful, although this was 
around £5,000 less than the previous year. 

This year, as last year, the walk will be “virtual” and details will 
be available on line and through the post from 18th April 2021.  
The Chair of Unlock, Andrew Dorton, has written to supporters 
to explain:-  

“Dear Unlock Walker, 

This is no lightly air-brushed version of last year's covering let-
ter which arrived with you before Covid19 and well before we 
had to 'go virtual' with an on-line walk. That we did, and much to 
the surprise of some of us older sceptics, it was a real success.  
We had loads of great feedback from people who went on the 
virtual walk and, like me, again much to my surprise, really en-
joyed the experience and learnt so much.  The other real suc-
cess was how much money it raised; not quite as much as the 
real one the year before, but £19,000, remarkable and a very 
humbling source of blessing when we thought we were very 
likely to have to close down Unlock, it becoming another coro-
navirus victim.  Since the lead/prep time for the walk is so far in 
advance of it, and the future is still so uncertain, we've decided 
we have no choice but to stay on line this year as well.  You are 
probably one of those who took part on line last year and sent 
us some money and, like I say, we were very humbled and very  
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grateful.  If you didn't, please do give it a try this year.  I have eve-
ry confidence that most of you at least will enjoy it much more than 
you think you might.  We know it’s not the same; so much has 
been lost in these times of forced separation and there will be 
some heavy prices paid we know little of yet; but this is at least 
one more way of 'keeping it together' until we can actually do it to-
gether again; and please do give - this way we can't thank you 
personally, but we will remain immensely grateful.  With our hopes 
and prayers,  
This is actually a wonderful opportunity for many more of us to 
support a cause which we might not otherwise, have been able to 
physically take part in.  Keep an eye on the Unlock web site for 
more details and information, including details of many of the earli-
er London walks.  
CChhrriiss  PPeennnn  
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EASTER EVEN 

There is nothing more that they can do 
For all their rage and boast; 
Caiaphas with his blaspheming crew, 
Herod with his host, 
Pontius Pilate in his Judgement-hall 
Judging their Judge and his, 
Or he who led them all and passed them all, 
Arch-Judas with his kiss. 
 

The sepulchre made sure with ponderous Stone, 
Seal that same stone, O Priest; 
It may be thou shalt block the holy One 
From rising in the east: 
 
Set a watch about the sepulchre 
To watch on pain of death; 
They must hold fast the stone if One should stir 
And shake it from beneath. 
 
God Almighty, He can break a seal 
And roll away a Stone, 
Can grind the proud in dust who would not kneel, 
And crush the mighty one. 
 
There is nothing more that they can do 
For all their passionate care, 
Those who sit in dust, the blessed few, 
And weep and rend their hair: 
 
Peter, Thomas, Mary Magdalene, 
The Virgin unreproved, 
Joseph, with Nicodemus, foremost men, 
And John the Well-beloved, 
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Bring your finest linen and your spice, 
Swathe the sacred Dead, 
Bind with careful hands and piteous eyes 
The napkin round His head; 
 
Lay Him in the garden-rock to rest; 
Rest you the Sabbath length: 
The Sun that went down crimson in the west 
Shall rise renewed in strength. 
 
God Almighty shall give joy for pain, 
Shall comfort him who grieves: 
Lo! He with joy shall doubtless come again, 
And with Him bring His sheaves. 

  

Christina Georgina Rossetti 
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 MAY ISSUE CONTRIBUTIONS BY 
THURSDAY, 15th APRIL 

 
We seem to be on the brink of being released from lockdown.        
We have all got excited about our first vaccinations and a lot 
of people have also had their second shots.  It will be nice to 
go to church on Easter Sunday and see everyone, even if it is 
at a distance.  And there is hope that Cross Street will open in 
May.—I’ll have to practice standing up for 4 hours and getting 
up at 7am!  But I can’t wait to get some normality back to my 
week and see some real people in the flesh!  Zoom has its 
limitations!  Although I have really enjoyed the social eve-
nings and the quizzes on Fridays.  Thank you to the people 
who put it together (Paula, Danny and Simon). 
 
Thank goodness for the TV and radio.  I have had one or the 
other on almost all day for background noise (and so the 
neighbours can’t hear me talking to myself).  I have enjoyed 
the theatrical performances on SkyArts and I have done a vir-
tual tour of the Victoria and Albert Museum, which was fasci-
nating.  But I was a little disappointed at the next instalment of 
Line of Duty, it was a little lack lustre.  Let’s hope it can only 
improve.  I am still reading like mad but making sure it is a 
variety of authors. 
 
The garden is beckoning, but it’s still a bit cold for me, so I 
have been doing 10 minute stints! (I haven’t got a very big 
garden).  I need to empty a few pots but they are proving diffi-
cult to empty (the stuff just won’t budge), but I’ll keep at it in 
my ten minute splurges.  I think I am going to get a raised bed 
this year and grow more vegetables as I was quite successful 
last year. 
 
Well here’s hoping to see you in the near future. 
 
GGllyynniiss  
glynis.griffiths1@gmail.com 
01462 733665 
07709 618571 
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 What, When and Where April 2021 
  
 
Church is closed for the time being but the podcasts are con-
tinuing and the daily prayer service is streamed live Monday 
to Friday on Youtube.  Some of these services will include 
communion, and we continue to be creative in the way we 
‘share’ the bread and wine. 
 
See inside the magazine for future opening and the Easter 
Service. 
 
Zoom coffee time on Sundays at 11.30am is continuing. 
  
Still sadly, for the foreseeable future, our regular activities, 
like Daycare, Toddlers, Messy Church, Who Let the Dad’s 
Out, Scrabble, Knitting, Games, Church in the Café, Muffins 
with Mums etc. will not be going ahead. 
 
The Cross Street Cafe is closed for the time being but hopeful 
to be open again in May. 
  
For now, our phones, internet and social media are our 
means of keeping in fellowship with one another. 
  
Stay safe and keep in touch. 
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