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Minister: Rev Simon J Carver, MA, BSc, - 01727 854041 
  

Church Secretary: Chris Penn—01727 864116 
  

Finance Deacon: Trevor Oakley—01727 752732 
  

Property: Ray Saunders – 01727 830260 
  

Site Manager and Caretaker: David Hobbs – 01727 760623 

Youth and Children’s Worker:  Tim Napper—07974 149700 

Cross Street: 01727 846891  
  

Charity Registration Number: 1127791 

  10.30am 6.30pm 

July 2nd 

 
What we do defines us 

Matthew 10:4-42 
Communion 

 

Why me? 
Jeremiah 1:4-19 

July 9th Taking the yoke 
Matthew 11:16-30 

Jeremiah in the lions’ den 
Jeremiah 18:1-17 

July 16th 
 

Phil Palmer 
Beverley Baptist Church 

 

“I’ve got plans” 
Jeremiah 29 
Communion 

July 23rd 

 
A Mixed Crop 

Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43 
 

A New Hope 
Jeremiah 32:1-15 

July 30th Describing the Indescribable 
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

BMS Event 
at Marshalswick 

NB 7.00pm 

JULY THEMES 
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  10.30 am 

August 6th 

 
Revd David Ronco 

Hertford 
Communion 

 

August 13th 
 

Megan Thompson 
and the Dagnall Street Deacons 

 

August 20th 
 

Professor Les Ebdon CBE 
Hitchin 

 

August 27th 
 

Revd Norman Plumb 
Stevenage 

 

AUGUST PREACHERS 

Dear Friends, 
 
Harold Wilson once said that “a week is a long 
time in politics” and I write these few words it 
is a week since the General Election. By the 
time you read this, you might be asking, 
“which General Election is he talking about – 
is it the one in June or the latest one?” We are 
used to elections after which the party leader 
with the majority of seats sees the Queen and 
then forms a government and prepares the 
Queen’s Speech to open parliament. Howev-
er, this has been the second time in seven 
years that the standing Prime Minister has not had an overall  
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majority. In Gordon Brown’s case, he was forced to resign. At 
the time of writing, Theresa May is still negotiating with the 
DUP. However, it is the fate of the leader of one of the other 
parties that has caught my attention. 
 
Tim Farron, the leader of the Lib Dems has announced his res-
ignation as leader of his party. This was not because his party 
had done particularly badly in the election. They had increased 
their number of seats by 50%, although that meant only an ex-
tra 4 and they lost the previous party leader, Nick Clegg. Tim 
Farron’s resignation was not directly related to his party’s per-
formance in the polls, but rather to a personal dilemma. He felt 
that the tension being his Christian faith and being leader of a 
political party was too great. This felt a sad state of affairs. 
 
Tim Farron is not the first party leader to be have a Christian 
faith. Theresa May is a Christian and you might have heard 
once or twice that she is a vicar’s daughter. Gordon Brown is a 
‘son of the manse’ and Tony Blair converted to Roman Catholi-
cism from Anglicanism shortly after leaving office. Tony Blair is 
an interesting comparison. When an interviewer asked about 
Mr Blair’s faith, Alistair Campbell jumped in and said, “We don’t 
do God”. Alistair Campbell’s statement was intended to end an 
interview with Mr Blair that was overrunning,  but this phrase 
has taken on a life of its own and it reflects the discomfort 
widely felt in this country when private faith is exposed in pub-
lic life.  
 
The interviewer was an American journalist and came from a 
society which has a strong separation of church and state, but 
which expects its presidents to have a Christian faith and to 
speak publically about their faith. Tim Farron seems to have 
felt constrained by the unwritten rule in our country that politics 
and religion should not mix, He was not helped by journalists 
constantly asking him his views on religious and political hot 
topics like same sex relationships and abortion. He has sug-
gested that he was compromising his integrity because his  
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view of the world that is a product of his personal faith ap-
pears to be out of line with potential supporters of his party. 
  
Mr Farron’s resignation may be a storm in a teacup and mak-
ing a resignation speech on the same day that many lives 
were lost in a dreadful fire suggests that he was not particu-
larly good at playing the political game. However, it feels a 
sad state of affairs when a senior politician is unable to recon-
cile his faith with being a politician.  
  
I should give the last word to Tim Farron, as his resignation 
speech ended with a defiant shout of faith: 
  
“Imagine how proud I am to lead this party. And then imagine 
what would lead me to voluntarily relinquish that honour. In 
the words of Isaac Watts it would have to be something ‘so 
amazing, so divine, (it) demands my heart, my life, my all’.” 
  
Best wishes, 
  

 
“To make a difference in someone's life- 

You do not have to be brilliant,  rich, beauti-
ful or perfect,- 

You just have to care". 
 

Mandy Hale 
 

Contributed by Jill Potter 
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Central Baptist Association Assembly 
 
A small contingent from Dagnall Street joined with about 150 
others for the CBA annual assembly at Whaddon Way church in 
Milton Keynes on 17th June.  The CBA comprises some 153 
Baptist churches affiliated to the Baptist Union in Hertfordshire, 
Bedfordshire, Buckinghamshire, and Northamptonshire.   
 
The proceedings began with a reflective worship session led by 
Rev’d Colin Pye, one of the CBA Regional Minister’s, and a 
small group of musicians.  The fairly brief business meeting was 
chaired by Moderator Rev’d Carol Murray, and then keynote 
speaker, BU President Rev’d Diane Tidball, was introduced.  
Her theme for the day was “As In Heaven”, and it would not do 
her justice to try to summarise what she had to say in a page of 
this magazine, so I’ll just give you some snippets. 
 
Beginning with Psalm 85, we were reminded of the assurance 
that God’s Love and Faithfulness will come again and restore 
us.  However, we need to be attentive to God and not content 
with the way things are - because God certainly isn’t.  Using the 
analogy of engine oil, we need more of the ‘oil’ of God’s King-
dom’ to reduce the friction around us.  Referring to Psalm 105 v 
4, “Trust the Lord and his mighty power”, we were challenged 
about how often we fit God into our busy lives rather than the 
other way around.  How often do we miss out on bargains?, 
usually because we haven’t fully understood the conditions, 
equally how often do we miss out on God’s bargains and spe-
cial offers because we are too busy with other things.  We were 
reminded of the story of young R L Stevenson whose nanny 
couldn’t get him to go to sleep, instead he was just staring out 
of the window.  Seeing that he was watching the lamp lighter 
lighting the street lights, she asked what he was doing.  He re-
plied, “look at that man! He’s punching holes in the darkness.”  
We, of course, need to be like the lamplighter; it’s not about us 
getting into Heaven, it’s about letting Heaven into our lives.  
 
After lunch we reassembled for the second part of Diane’s ad-
dress, “from microscope to telescope”, a reflection of the para-
bles in Matthew 13 vv31-35, the yeast and the  mustard seed.  
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there were group discussions as we pondered two questions.  The 
first, “Where do we go wrong in seeking Heaven on earth?” raised 
issues like, perhaps we should live our lives at walking pace, to 
reflect Jesus who walked everywhere; we need to recognise that 
things around us are made in God’s image; we tend to oversimpli-
fy things; we often try to squeeze God into our time frames; and, if 
you only do what you’ve always done you get what you’ve got!  
And secondly, “what things might we do to bring Heaven to earth 
where we are?”  A sample of the suggestions:- Listening prayer; 
sometimes we need to give food before prayer; be brave, danger-
ous, and be prepared to fail; and a quote from CS Lewis, “Joy is 
the serious business of Heaven.” 
 
In summary, Diane referred back to the small things that need the 
microscope to be properly focussed in order for us to really see 
what is there, and the reality that only a little of God’s Kingdom 
can transform everything.  Kingdom seed is “Shockingly small, 
shockingly extravagant, and shockingly hidden.”     
 
Chris Penn 
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        Baptist Mission Globes 
 
It has come to my notice that there may be a 
few members of the congregation who may 
have a BMS Globe   If you have, I would like to 
know. 
 

Also, if you would like to support the BMS scheme, in 
this way, which goes to medical support, 
then see me for a new  BMS Collection 
Box. 
 
Thanking you for your continued support to 
BMS 
 
 Trevor Oakley 
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Mission News 
 

Christian Aid Community Partnership 
“Healthier futures for women and girls in Ethiopia” 

It was just over a year ago that we entered into our second 
partnership with Christian Aid, committing to raise £5,000 by 
the end of October this year.  As I write this, the fund current-
ly stands at £4,557.50 and I think we can say that we are well 
on our way to reaching our target ahead of time.   
 
So it’s a big thankyou to all, but in particular, it is appropriate 
to highlight the significant efforts.  We are especially grateful 
to John Peters for opening his beautiful garden, including pro-
duce from his greenhouse and kitchen, and also for the Quor-
um Singers whose concert, organised by Jill Halsey, was an-
other delight.  Together, these two events in June, raised 
nearly £1,000 for the project.  We are also extremely grateful 
for proceeds from other activities, including £1,092 from Gift 
Day, a Quiz Night last October, and Trevor’s ongoing Car 
Boot sales.   
 
We’re hoping to hold another Quiz Night, probably at the end 
of September, so look out for more information about this 
“fun” event, where the winning team may not necessarily be 
the one with all the right answers!  In the meantime we should 
continue to remember all those involved in the project, in par-
ticular the three Ethiopians we met via the Skype link in Feb-
ruary, Mr. Fisela Kabede, CA programme manager, Ms. Kal-
kidan Yimer, CA programme officer, and Mr. Lemma Tesfaye 
of Women Support Association, (WSA). 
 
Heritage Open Days: 
 
We have once again registered DSBC for Heritage Open 
Days 2017.  But this year we have pushed the boat out and  
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are opening for visitors on each of the four available days, 
namely, Thursday 7th, Friday 8th, Saturday 9th and Sunday 10th 
September.  Thursday to Saturday the church will be open 
from 10am – 6pm, and on Sunday from 1pm – 5pm.  I will be 
looking out for volunteer stewards so if you are able to help, 
say for a 2 hour stint, or more, please have a word with me.  
We will need a minimum of 2 stewards at any time and prefer-
ably more, so please consider if you could offer to help.  On 
the Sunday afternoon, Churches Together in St Albans will 
be visiting us on their Prayer Walk at 3.30pm, when they will 
call in for a short prayer session before moving on to St 
Michael’s.  HOD’s is a great opportunity to welcome new peo-
ple into the church and to show them around; in the past, 
some interesting and fascinating contacts have been made. 
 
Chris Penn 
 

 

          Open Garden  
               THANKS! 

 
Many thanks to all of you who visited my  

garden on 10 June. 
We took £860 which has been divided between 
the St Albans Fund for the Future and DSBC’s 

Christian Aid project to improve women’s 
health in Ethiopia. 

 
 

        John :Peters 
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Induction of the Rev’d. Jonathan Fillis   
Sunday 3rd Sept. – 4.00pm 

 
This will be an exciting and significant oc-
casion in the life of our church, as we wel-
come Jonny to associate ministry here at 
Dagnall Street, together with his wife Bex 
and son Josh.  We are expecting a number 
of guests to join with us, and to share in 
fellowship and tea afterwards.  Simon will 
lead the service and the Induction will be 
conducted by the Rev’d Stephen Copson, 
who is well known to us as one of the Re-

gional Minister’s of the Central Baptist Association.  The 
preacher will be the Rev’d Paddy Harris of Conerstone Baptist 
Church in Thame, Jonny and Bex’s ‘Home’ church. 
 
A reminder that Jonny’s ordination will take place at Binley 
Woods, near Coventry, on Sunday 13th August, starting at 
4.00pm.  If you are planning to attend it would be helpful to let 
me know so that we can advise the people at Binley Woods in 
advance. 
 
Chris Penn 
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COMMUNITY GROWING IN ST ALBANS 
  
Food is my passion. It builds our health, it brings 
us together, it’s one of life’s great pleasures; food 
culture is often even part of our identity. It’s a fun-
damental part of our lives and our world, playing 
into issues from public health, slavery and animal 
welfare, to economy and poverty, to climate 

change, deforestation, species extinction and pollution. So I be-
lieve that changing where we get our food from can change the 
world. 
  
A few years ago I was privileged to be involved in setting up 
FoodSmiles St Albans, a small not-for-profit group dedicated to 
increasing access to local food for local people. We rent a cor-
ner of a local farm on the edge of Harpenden, and our 30ish 
members work together, just a few hours per month each, to 
grow local organic food and share the harvests in a weekly veg 
box. 
  
This summer, FoodSmiles has a brand new project almost 
ready to launch: two open-to-all community food gardens right 
in the heart of St Albans – one in the Civic Centre, outside the 
Alban Arena, and one on Russell Avenue, behind the multi-
storey car park. The gardens will include flower borders, herbs, 
raised vegetable beds, berries, rhubarb, a wildlife area, and a 
forest garden or foraging spot incorporating many shade-
tolerant wild edibles. Anyone who lives, works or plays in St Al-
bans is invited to participate in growing and picking the pro-
duce, either on an ad lib basis or through our regular 'come and 
grow' sessions. Through these gardens we aim to enhance the 
town centre, bring local people together, share and teach grow-
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people and local groups, such as the church, make good use of 
them and enjoy them too. Working together on a garden is 
a  lovely way to meet new people in the community, build relation-
ships, learn new things and connect with God’s creation, and it 
would be lovely to see some of you from DSBC at the gardens 
from time to time – either as individuals or perhaps as a group.  

We hope to launch on July 1st, but we’re still waiting for the final 
paperwork and permissions to come through (it’s been a long 
slog!). To be sure of updates, you can check our website at food-
smilesstalbans.org.uk or look us up on facebook or twitter – or you 
can ask me to add you to our mailing list. 
 
And whether or not gardening is ‘your thing’, if you’d like to 
change the world a little bit by buying more local and/or organic 
food, look for the local food map on the FoodSmiles website – 
there’s a lot more of it available in the St Albans District than you 
may have thought! 
 
Naomi Distill 
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             Pastor’s News 
 

A brief update on a number of items that might be 
of interest to the congregation and the wider 
readership of the magazine. 
 
Bible Studies 
We will be meeting for Bible Study on 11th July 

at 10.30am in Cross Street and 8.00pm at the Manse. 
This month we will be looking at Jeremiah, the character 
and the book, which we will also form our main topic on Sun-
day evenings throughout the month. There will be no Bible 
Study group meeting in August. 
 
Winter Nightshelter Project 
I can now confirm that this project will have a fixed base at 
Trinity United Reformed Church and training will be start-
ing over the summer for those wishing to volunteer. At pre-
sent the various different volunteer roles are yet to be final-
ised, but the project is aiming to be ready to accommodate 
anyone who would otherwise be sleeping rough in the worst 
of the winter weather later this year. 
 
August 
Catriona and I will be on holiday for two 
weeks from 8th August. Over the four 
August Sundays we welcome a number 
of friends of the fellowship to lead wor-
ship and preach. Please note that there 
will be no evening services during Au-
gust. 
 
Radio Verulam and Premier Radio 
My regular Premier Radio slots to discuss some of the lat-
est films from a faith perspective will be on Thursdays 6th 
July and 3rd August between 8.00am and 9.00am.  
I can also be heard on Danny Smith’s Drive Time show –  
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which goes out on Monday-Friday from 4.00pm – 7.00pm – 
every Friday from 6.30pm-7.00pm when I talk about ‘what’s 
hot and what’s not’ at the cinema and amongst the films on tel-
evision. Danny’s show will taking a holiday during August. 
 
Room Bookings 
Danny Smith and Lesley Humber 
are doing a great job of administering 
the use of our premises. Danny’s role 
is promoting use and dealing with po-
tential clients and Lesley’s is invoicing 
and making sure we get paid! (One 
might think that those roles would be 
better reversed, but that is not the 
case.) We have a regular stream of individuals and organisa-
tions wanting to hire rooms. Where we can, we actively look to 
encourage activities that are promoting the Gospel. Some of 
the new users this year are a second addiction recovery 
group, a refugee language class and Brownies and Guides 
who need a temporary home through the course of building 
work at the Abbey. 
The increased use of the premises means that there is more 
traffic in the church car park. If you see someone parking 
whom you don’t recognise, please tread carefully as they may 
well be the designated ‘parker’ from one of our many guests. 
 
The Fillis Family 
There is information elsewhere in the magazine about Jonny’s 
Ordination in Coventry and Induction here, but I want to remind 
you that Jonny will be moving here with Bex and their son 
Josh towards the end of w/c 14th August. They will be moving 
into 39 Spencer Street and we hope that they will be very hap-
py in their new home. Jonny’s role will involve preaching and 
pastoral work, but his main focus will be on our relationship 
with our community, which means the various groups who use  
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our premises and the staff and customers in our Coffee 
Shop. Jonny will have an office on the church premises and 
will be a ‘visible presence’ around the place! 
  

FEED PROJECT 
 

We would like to say a big thank you 
to Gill Bateman who introduced this 
project to our church and has co-
ordinated the collection for the past 4 
years. 
 
As Gill is moving she is passing the 

baton on to Pat Rowley and Linda Williams.  So the church 
will still collect for this project.  The next collection will be on 
the following 2 Sundays: 
 

30th July 
6th August 

 
The following items are particularly needed: 
 

Long-life milk, coffee, fruit juices/squashes, tinned vegeta-
bles (not baked beans), tinned meat and pies, tinned spa-

ghetti, ravioli, macaroni cheese, pasta sauces, cereals, bis-
cuits, jams, spreads, shop bought cakes, toiletries, deter-

gents and toilet rolls. 
 

Many thanks 
 

Pat (01727 873386) & Linda (01727 862802) 

17 

JulyAugust 2017 

 

 

our premises and the staff and customers in our Coffee 
Shop. Jonny will have an office on the church premises and 
will be a ‘visible presence’ around the place! 
  

FEED PROJECT 
 

We would like to say a big thank you 
to Gill Bateman who introduced this 
project to our church and has co-
ordinated the collection for the past 4 
years. 
 
As Gill is moving she is passing the 

baton on to Pat Rowley and Linda Williams.  So the church 
will still collect for this project.  The next collection will be on 
the following 2 Sundays: 
 

30th July 
6th August 

 
The following items are particularly needed: 
 

Long-life milk, coffee, fruit juices/squashes, tinned vegeta-
bles (not baked beans), tinned meat and pies, tinned spa-

ghetti, ravioli, macaroni cheese, pasta sauces, cereals, bis-
cuits, jams, spreads, shop bought cakes, toiletries, deter-

gents and toilet rolls. 
 

Many thanks 
 

Pat (01727 873386) & Linda (01727 862802) 



Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

18 

 

 

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

18 

 

 



19 

JulyAugust 2017 

 

 

Pr
ay

er
 W

ee
k 

20
17

 
  

W
e 

ar
e 

or
ga

ni
si

ng
 a

 w
ee

k 
of

 p
ra

ye
r a

t t
he

 b
eg

in
ni

ng
 o

f S
ep

te
m

be
r. 

Fu
r-

th
er

 d
et

ai
ls

 w
ill

 b
e 

av
ai

la
bl

e 
ne

ar
er

 th
e 

tim
e,

 b
ut

 y
ou

 m
ig

ht
 fi

nd
 it

 h
el

pf
ul

 
to

 ta
ke

 n
ot

e 
of

 th
e 

tim
es

, d
at

es
 a

nd
 lo

ca
tio

ns
 b

el
ow

. 

Sa
tu

rd
ay

 
2n

d 
Se

pt
em

be
r 

10
.0

0a
m

-
11

.0
0a

m
 

C
ro

ss
 S

tr
ee

t 
R

oo
m

 5
 

M
on

th
ly

 S
at

ur
-

da
y 

Pr
ay

er
 M

ee
tin

g 
Tu

es
da

y 
5t

h 
Se

pt
em

be
r 

7.
00

pm
-8

.0
0p

m
 

C
ro

ss
 S

tr
ee

t 
R

oo
m

 3
 

Pr
ay

er
s 

be
fo

re
 

C
hu

rc
h 

M
ee

tin
g 

W
ed

ne
sd

ay
 

6t
h 

Se
pt

em
be

r 
12

.0
0p

m
-

1.
00

pm
 

Sa
nc

tu
ar

y 
C

on
te

m
pl

at
iv

e 
Pr

ay
er

 

Th
ur

sd
ay

 
7t

h 
Se

pt
em

be
r 

10
.3

0a
m

-
11

.3
0a

m
 

Je
ss

ie
 B

la
ir 

39
1 

W
at

fo
rd

 
R

oa
d 

M
or

ni
ng

 P
ra

ye
r 

In
fo

rm
al

 p
ra

ye
r –

w
ith

 a
 c

up
 o

f t
ea

! 

Si
m

on
 a

nd
 M

eg
an

 

19 

JulyAugust 2017 

 

 

Pr
ay

er
 W

ee
k 

20
17

 
  

W
e 

ar
e 

or
ga

ni
si

ng
 a

 w
ee

k 
of

 p
ra

ye
r a

t t
he

 b
eg

in
ni

ng
 o

f S
ep

te
m

be
r. 

Fu
r-

th
er

 d
et

ai
ls

 w
ill

 b
e 

av
ai

la
bl

e 
ne

ar
er

 th
e 

tim
e,

 b
ut

 y
ou

 m
ig

ht
 fi

nd
 it

 h
el

pf
ul

 
to

 ta
ke

 n
ot

e 
of

 th
e 

tim
es

, d
at

es
 a

nd
 lo

ca
tio

ns
 b

el
ow

. 

Sa
tu

rd
ay

 
2n

d 
Se

pt
em

be
r 

10
.0

0a
m

-
11

.0
0a

m
 

C
ro

ss
 S

tr
ee

t 
R

oo
m

 5
 

M
on

th
ly

 S
at

ur
-

da
y 

Pr
ay

er
 M

ee
tin

g 
Tu

es
da

y 
5t

h 
Se

pt
em

be
r 

7.
00

pm
-8

.0
0p

m
 

C
ro

ss
 S

tr
ee

t 
R

oo
m

 3
 

Pr
ay

er
s 

be
fo

re
 

C
hu

rc
h 

M
ee

tin
g 

W
ed

ne
sd

ay
 

6t
h 

Se
pt

em
be

r 
12

.0
0p

m
-

1.
00

pm
 

Sa
nc

tu
ar

y 
C

on
te

m
pl

at
iv

e 
Pr

ay
er

 

Th
ur

sd
ay

 
7t

h 
Se

pt
em

be
r 

10
.3

0a
m

-
11

.3
0a

m
 

Je
ss

ie
 B

la
ir 

39
1 

W
at

fo
rd

 
R

oa
d 

M
or

ni
ng

 P
ra

ye
r 

In
fo

rm
al

 p
ra

ye
r –

w
ith

 a
 c

up
 o

f t
ea

! 

Si
m

on
 a

nd
 M

eg
an

 



Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

20 

 

 

 

Christian Aid 2017 
 
The Christian Aid week this year was 14th 
to 20th May. As usual Dagnall Street partic-

ipated in the door-to-door collections as well as collecting in the Sun-
day services. 
 
The amounts collected were: 
 
        2017      2016 
Door-to-door   1107.82 
 CAF        10.00 
     ----------- 
     1117.82     759.09 
 
Sundays      607.27     698.63 
     -----------   ----------- 
     1725.09   1457.72 
 
Gift Aid      188.50 (25% of 754) 
     ----------- 
     1913.59 
 
As you can see, the amount collected door-to-door exceeded last 
year’s total. This was partly due to more being collected on each 
street and partly due to several regular collectors who were unavail-
able last year being “back on duty”. 
 
I would like to thank all the people involved: obviously those who did 
the door-to-door collecting, but also Trevor Oakley who helped with 
the counting and Susan who stood in on 
the Sunday morning when I was ill. 
 
Colin Owen 
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Hospital Transport 
 
A few months ago, we launched an appeal for 
drivers willing to help with hospital transport, par-
ticularly for those of our fellowship who are not so 
mobile or who don’t drive and need to rely on oth-
ers to get them to clinical appointments. 
 
I’m grateful for the response received from those 

willing to provide lifts and especially to Pip who has agreed to 
act as co-ordinator. 
 
If you need transport for a hospital appointment, Pip will be hap-
py to receive your telephone call, (her number is listed in the 
church year book), and will then contact one of the volunteer 
drivers who may be available.  
 
If you are a driver and feel you may be able to add your name to 
our list of volunteers, please let Pip or me know.  
 
Many thanks,  
 
Chris Penn   
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py to receive your telephone call, (her number is listed in the 
church year book), and will then contact one of the volunteer 
drivers who may be available.  
 
If you are a driver and feel you may be able to add your name to 
our list of volunteers, please let Pip or me know.  
 
Many thanks,  
 
Chris Penn   
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Rendezvous Outing in July on Wednesday  
5th July 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last year our outing was to Dunstable, which was enjoyable 
and very interesting.   This year we are suggesting that we go 
to the newly renovated  museum in Wardown Park in Luton.   
We visited 2 weeks ago and were very impressed with the ren-
ovation.  It has been restored as an Edwardian house in the 
time of the original owners, the Scargill family.  This has been 
done to a very high standard with plenty of modern technology 
to explain its history.  It covers the period that the family lived 
there and when it was a military hospital in the First World War.  
It is also an art gallery.  The collection is beautifully displayed 
in the elegant rooms of the house, with views of the parkland. 
 
The Luton Life gallery has a special focus on Luton’s hat indus-
try.  The Beds and Herts Regiment has its own gallery.  There 
is a Billiard Room, the Library, the Drawing Room, the Dress-
ing Room and the Lady’s Bedroom, all have things of historical 
interest.  Entrance is free. 
 
The new café is in the Victorian Dining Room and is very inter-
esting in how it displays items of past Luton life.  The food is 
good too. We had coffee when we arrived and later lunch.  
They serve tea, coffee and cold drinks.  You can have muffins, 
cake and toasted teacakes.  Also sandwiches, paninis, soup of 
the day and jacket potatoes with salad.  From the café you can 
stroll out into the park and walk by the lake. 
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There is a lift and a staircase to the first floor.  The toilets are 
new but in keeping with the style of the house. 
  
 
This outing is open to everyone.  Please let us know if you 
would like to come so we can let the café know the expected 
numbers.   
Please tell us if you would like transport or could offer lifts.  
Directions will be given later.   
  
Christine Boot and Linda Williams 
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      CHURCH & CENTRE ROOM BOOKINGS 
  
To contact Danny Smith regarding Church and Centre 
room booking enquiries: 
  
Tel:  01727 568162 (new number) 
email: bookings@dsbc.org.uk 

Monday Table Tennis/ Games            
                 Club   
There will be no Table Tennis/Games Club 
during July and August. 
The next meeting will be on Monday 4th  
September  through to Monday 18th De-
cember  2017 

 
We meet every Monday from 10.30am till 
1pm in the main Hall 
Table Tennis – Snooker – Pool – Carpet 
Bowls – Chess – Draughts and other table 
games.   Refreshments available in Cross St; Centre 
Cafe   
All are welcome for fun and fellowship. 
 
Trevor Oakley 

DAYCARE 
 
Daycare meets every Tuesday during school term time, at 
the Age Concern Centre, St  Peters Street.  If you know 
of anyone who would like to come along for lunch and 
companionship please contact Jessie Blair on email: 
jessieblair37@gmail.com. 
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        SCRABBLE CLUB 
  
Scrabble Club will be held on Tuesday 11th and 
Tuesday 25th July at 2.30pm in the Cross Street 
Centre. 
  

                              FELLOWSHIP LUNCH 
  

The Fellowship Lunch this month will be held on Thursday, 20th  
July at 12.30pm in the Cross Street Café. 
  
Everyone is welcome. 
  
Diane Graham 

              WHO LET THE DAD’S OUT!! 
  
 The  meeting this month will  be on Saturday, 8th July, 
10am to 12pm in the Lower Hall. 
 
Come along and have some fun! Dads, Granddads, Un-
cles—all welcome. 

                  KNITTING GROUP 
  
The knitting group will meet on Tuesday, 18th July in 
Cross Street from 11am—12.30pm and welcomes any-
one who would like to join with us.  Some bring their 
own knitting or crochet projects whilst other knit and cro-

chet for the charity ‘Knit for Peace’. 
 
Judy Pendal 
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 July Birthdays 
 

 

 

 
 

6th - Jo Ashmore 
7th - Carol Macey & Christine Boot 

 
"Come with me to my country garden 

In the early, dewy morn, 
See the glory of the sunrise 

That heralds a new day’s dawn. 
 

Come with me to my country garden 
In the drowsy noonday heat 

And hear the drone of the bumble bee, 
Oh the joy of this quiet retreat. 

 
Come with me to my country garden 

As evening shadows fall 
As the summer moon climbs high in the 

sky 
And night envelops all. 

 
Have a lovely day! 
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August Birthdays 
 

1st- Bill Allen 
5th - Mark Taylor 
6th - Cyril Taylor 

22nd - Ray Saunders 
31st - David Hance 

 
"Come with me to my country garden, 

Stay awhile and contemplate 
On the beauty which abounds there 

Sit in peace and meditate. 
 

Come and give thanks my country garden 
For birds and trees and flowers 

The seasons as they come and go 
The sunshine and the flowers. 

 
Oh, yes. give thanks in my country garden. 

Praise God - and let us pray - 
Thank you, Lord, for all the beauty 

That surrounds us day by day.” 
 

These verses were written by Hilde Carter, a former 
member, who we remember with great affection. 

Enjoy the summer and lovely gardens! 

Linda Williams 
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PASTORAL CARE MATTERS 
  

The Minister, Simon and members of the 
Pastoral Team are always happy to make 
appointments to visit, talk or pray with you.  
This can take place in your home, at Cross 
Street or at our homes at your conven-
ience and at mutually convenient times. 
  
Our Minister, Simon (01727 854041) can 
be contacted direct. 
  
Brian Branch (01727 852738), Marjorie 

and Leslie Jones (01727 841845) Jessie Blair (01727 768887) and 
Ray Saunders (01727 830260) are also active members of the 
Pastoral Team. 
  
Simon and the team hope you will notify them of anybody who you 
think may be ill, lonely or who needs help. 

  
Pastoral Team 

LAMENT TO THE LORD  
(ON GROWING OLD IN CHURCH) 

  
They’ve brought you up to date, Lord, down at St  

Cecilia’s; 
They’ve pensioned off the organ and they’re praising  

with guitars! 
They’ve done it for the young ones; they want to draw them 

in, 
But I do wish they could worship without making such a din. 

  
For I’m growing rather deaf, Lord, and when there’s all that 

noise 
It gets so very hard, Lord, to hear your loving voice. 
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They’ve written brand new hymns, Lord, with tunes 
that I don’t know. 

So, I hardly ever sing now, though, I did love singing 
so. 

 
They’re very go-ahead, Lord, they’re doing “Series 

Three”, 
But the words are not so beautiful as the others used 

to be. 
They’ve modernised the Bible, the Lord’s Prayer and 

the Creed,  
When the old ones were so perfect that they fllled my 

every need. 
 

My mind’s not quite so agile as it was some years ago 
And I miss the age old beauty of the words I used to 

know. 
It was very clear to me, Lord, I’ve overstayed my time 

I don’t take change so kindly as I did when in my 
prime.  

 
It can’t be very long now before I’m called above 

And I know I’ll find you there, Lord, and glory in your 
love. 

So till then I’ll stick it out here, though it’s not the 
same for me. 

But while others call you “You”, Lord, - do you mind if 
I say “Thee”? 

 
(somebody handed this to me after Church one Sun-
day and I can’t remember who it was, but thank you 

anyway!!) 
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PASTORAL PRAYERS 
 

Please pray for  the following people from our 
church family:  
 

David Hance, Geoff and Jo Ashmore,  
Elspeth MacKenzie,  

Sheila Fricker, Alison Pinder, Kai Kipgen, Julia 
Plant, Pip Lyall, 

Howard Roberts and Cyril Taylor. 
 
As the school year comes to an end and holidays 
are planned, we pray that all our friends and fami-
lies will have an enjoyable summer – whether at 
home or abroad.  
 
We hope for a chance to relax and unwind as well 
as renew family bonds and friendships. 
 
For those who are unwell or waiting for treatment, 
we ask for God’s hand to be upon them and his 
peace to be with them. 
 
We thank God for his mercy and grace towards us 
and we believe he hears our prayers. 
 
 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and 
learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is 

easy and my burden is light.”  
 

 Matthew 11:28-30  
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Jessie Blair would like to invite anyone who would like to 
come to a weekly get together on Fridays from 10.30am. 

Coffee and tea will be served (and maybe a biscuit or 
two).  Come along and meet some new friends and old 
friends and have sometime to get to know each other 
better and exchange good ideas, skills and knowledge. 

Come along to:  391 Watford Road, Chiswell Green,  
AL2 3DF 

Telephone:  01727 768887 

email:  jessieblair37@gmail.com 
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Telling Our Story - a Short Course in Telling 
& Writing Stories 

 
As part of a potential series of activities relevant 
to our fellowship, we are running a four-week 
story-telling course in September.  Whilst we 
think that this course is ideally suited for older 
people, it is open to anyone interested in learn-
ing how to tell your story.  No previous writing 

experience is necessary. 
 
The course will comprise four sessions, each of two hours, on 
the following dates: 
 
2-4pm Thursday 14, 21, 28 September & 5 October meeting in 
Room 3 of the Cross Street Centre. 
 
Each of us has a story to tell, this course will help us to tell it 
better. 
 

How do we set the scene to get people listening? 
 

How do we select the right details to awaken their interest? 
 

How do we build the tension to set them on the edge of their 
seats? 

 
Come along prepared to share and to listen, as we sharpen our 
skills together in these interactive sessions. 
 
Our tutor, Clare F. Hobba, a local author & Christian, has been 
teaching Creative Writing to Adults for eight years and has over 
forty publications. She was fiction reviewer for Third Way Maga-
zine and also has a successful blog – My Moon-Shot. 
 
Places are limited and will be allocated on a first-come-first-
served basis.  If demand is sufficient, we can consider running 
the same course at another time.  The cost will be £40 per per 
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son and this fee covers all four weeks and refreshments.  A 
concessionary rate is available on request. 
  

For more information or to book a place on what promises 
to be an interesting and stimulating course, please 
email bookings@dsbc.org.uk or call 01727 568162. 

  
Danny Smith 
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ON THIS DAY 
 

 
Now I’m a Believer! 
The congregation in the First Baptist Church in Forest, 
Ohio, got a fearful shock on 1st July 2003, when a mighty 
lightening bolt blasted the steeple, blowing the sound sys-
tem, setting the church on fire and causing $20,000 of 
damage.  However, for the Reverend Don Hardman, who 
was preaching at the time, it was something of a triumph.  
Seconds before he had been delivering a sermon on the 
topic, “God speaks in Thunder”, had raised his eyes to the 
heavens and asked for a sign from God. 
 
Tom’s Tours Take Off 
Young Tom Cook was waiting for a stagecoach on the 
London Road to take him on a holiday—the coach was late 
and he was pretty fed up.  It occurred to him that the best 
way to enjoy an excursion would be for someone else to 
sort it out for you.  So, 5th July 1841, he block-booked 
some railway tickets, laid on some food and successfully 
organised an outing for 540 temperance campaigners.  
Within a few years, Thomas Cook’s pioneering travel 
agency was operating all over the world. 
 
This Promotion Sucks! 
Hoover launched a new promotion on 18th August 1992: 
spend £100 and get two free flights. But the flights cost 
way more than the appliance and customers piled in, real-
ising it was a cheap way to buy tickets. It was a PR and 
financial disaster for Hoover: they were pilloried for trying 
to renege on the promise, then lost £48 million on the 
scheme when they finally caved in.  But for the 220,000 
people who claimed their flights it goes down as the best 
promotion in history. 
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A THANK YOU FROM GUIDE DOGS 
FOR THE BLIND 

 
 

 
Dear Dagnall Street Baptist Church Scrabble Club 
 
Thank you so much for your recent gift of £75 which will 
help provide guide dogs and other life changing mobility 
services for people who are visually impaired across the 
UK. 
 
We rely on donations from individuals to continue our life-
changing work and it’s only because of people like you 
that we are able to keep our lifetime promise: To provide 
every one of our guide dog owners with a guide dog 
for as long as they need one.  This means that people 
who are visually impaired may have up to eight  dogs in 
their lifetime. 
 
It costs Guide Dogs around £50,000 to support a guide 
dog from birth to retirement, so your gift really does make 
a difference. 
 
If you would like further information about Guide Dogs and 
our work, please visit our website at: 
www.guidedogs.org.uk or call our Supporter Care line 
on 0800 953 0113. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Clare Joof 
Head of Supporter Care 
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I AM NOT SKILLED TO UNDERSTAND 

I am not skilled to understand 
What God hath willed, what God hath planned; 
I only know that at His right hand 
Is One Who is my Savior! 
 
I take Him at His word indeed; 
“Christ died for sinners”—this I read; 
For in my heart I find a need 
Of Him to be my Savior! 
 
That He should leave His place on high 
And come for sinful man to die, 
You count it strange? So once did I, 
Before I knew my Savior! 
 
And oh, that He fulfilled may see 
The travail of His soul in me, 
And with His work contented be, 
As I with my dear Savior! 
 
Yea, living, dying, let me bring 
My strength, my solace from this Spring; 
That He Who lives to be my King 
Once died to be my Savior! 

Dora Greenwell 
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COPY DATE FOR THE SEPTEMBER  
ISSUE 

THURSDAY, 17th AUGUST 
 
Well, June certainly came in with a heatwave.  I have been 
watering my garden like mad and my friendly blackbird has 
been very grateful for the bowl of water I have left him on 
the grass.  He frolics in the water and then spreads his 
wings and his tail feathers and has a sunbathe.  It’s a good 
job I watched him doing this as otherwise I would have 
thought there was a dead bird on the grass!  He is still very 
friendly and waits for crumbs from my sandwich, biscuit or 
crisps, pecking around my feet.  Of course, I talk to  him 
and, of course, he understands every word!! 
 

These are pictures of my Australian family on holiday in 
Thailand where they went on their way back to Australia. 
I think they enjoyed themselves! 
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I hope you noticed the front picture, taken by Flo Mintern 
in Germany this April.  It is a lovely picture.  If anyone has 
a photograph they would like to appear on the front cover 
please send them to me and any other titibits you would 
like to see in print. 
 
I hope everyone has a lovely summer and if you are going 
on holiday have a lovely time. 
 
Glynis 
glynis.griffiths1@gmail.com 
01462 733665 
07709 618571 
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What, When and Where July 2017 
 
Saturday 1  Prayer Hour 
    10.00am Room 5 Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday 4  Church Members meeting 
    7.45pm Room 3 Cross Street Centre 
Wednesday 5  Free Church Service in the Abbey 
    11.00am – The Very Rev’d Dr Jeffrey John, 
    Dean, St Albans Cathedral 
Saturday 8  Who Let the Dads Out? 
    10.00am – 12.00pm Lower Hall 
Saturday 15  Manipur Summer BBQ 
    12 – 3pm 12 Worcester Road Hatfield 
Tuesday 11  Bible Study Groups 
    10.30am – Cross Street Centre 
    8.00pm at the Manse 
Tuesday 11, 25  Scrabble Club 
    2.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday 18  Knitting Group 
    11.00am – 12.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Thursday 20  Baptist Fellowship Lunch 
    12.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Thursday 20  Deacons’ Meeting 
    7.45pm Room 4 Cross Street Centre 
 
Thursday 20  Deacons’ Meeting 
    7.45pm Room 4 Cross Street Centre 
 

Sunday Services 
Unless otherwise advertised, 10.30am and 6.30pm, with groups for  
children at the 10.30am service.  No evening services during August. 
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What, When and Where August 2017 
 
Wednesday 2  Free Church Service in the Abbey 11.00am – 
    The Rev’d Rosemary Fletcher, 
    Superintendent Methodist Minister 
Saturday 5  Prayer Hour 
    10.00am Cross Street Room 5 
Sunday 13  Ordination of Jonathan Fillis4.00pm Binley 
    Woods Village Hall CV3 2AX  
     

Regular Events 
 

Mondays: (not July or August) Games Club 10.30am – 1.30pm Lower 
Hall (next meeting – 4th Sept.) 
 
Tuesdays: (term time) Daycare 10am – 2pm Age Concern St Peters 
Street 
 
Wednesdays: (not July or August) Toddlers 09.45am – 11.15am Lower 
Hall (next meeting - 13th Sept.) 
 
Fridays: (term time) TFN 6.30pm – 8.30pm Lower Hall 
Fridays: (term time) TFN (Seniors) 7.00pm – 8.30pm Cross Street Centre  
  

Sunday Services 
Unless otherwise advertised, 10.30am and 6.30pm, with groups for chil-
dren at the 10.30am service.  No evening services during August. 
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