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Minister: Rev Simon J Carver, MA, BSc, - 01727 854041 
Assistant Minister: Rev. Jonny Fillis  07833 996123  
  

Church Secretary: Chris Penn—01727 864116 
  

Finance Deacon: Trevor Oakley—01727 752732 
  

Property: Ray Saunders – 01727 830260 
  

Site Manager and Caretaker: David Hobbs – 01727 760623 

Cross Street: 01727 846891  
  

Charity Registration Number: 1127791 

FEBRUARY THEMES 

  10.30 am 6.30 pm 

February 4th 
All things to all people 
I Corinthians 9:16-23 

Communion 

Church in the 
Cafe Modern 

Slavery 
Dan Pratt 

NB 4.00pm 
with tea and 

cake 
 

February 11th 
Fail to prepare, 
prepare to fail 

I Corinthians 9:24-27 

“Teach us to pray …” 
“Let us examine 

ourselves …” 
An introduction 

to Ignatian Prayer 
 

February 18th God’s “Yes” 
II Corinthians 1:18-22 

 
Megan Thompson 

Communion 
 

February 25th Visit of BMS workers 
Helen and Ian Wells 

Messy Sunday 
NB 4.00pm 
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Dear Friends, 
 
I was listening to a programme on the ra-
dio a few weeks ago. In a series called 
The Ideas That Make Us this episode look-
ing into the idea of ‘character’. It hadn’t oc-
curred to me before but the word character 
in the sense of the character of a person is 
connected to the word that we use to de-
scribe a letter of the alphabet or a word in 
a language like Chinese. Indeed, it is the 
‘written’ character that comes before the ‘personality’ charac-
ter.  
 
The word ‘character’ is a noun of agency, although it is obvi-
ous in the way that ‘swimmer’ is a noun based on the verb ‘to 
swim’. The word ‘character’ comes from a Greek word that is 
in turn derived from a verb meaning ‘to cut’. So, it became 
used as a word that meant a person or a tool used for engrav-
ing or a stamp for minting coins. Here endeth the linguistics 
lesson, for ‘a little knowledge is a dangerous thing’! 
 
As you can tell, I was interested in what I learned from this 
programme and it set me off on another train of thought which 
is that it connects with the idea that human beings are made in 
the image of God.  
 
To share in God’s image could mean that we also share in 
God characteristics one of which is that we too can make our 
imprint on the world and so share in God’s creativity. Human 
beings have made a significant imprint on the world through 
the built environment and through our shaping of the land-
scape. Sometimes our imprint is negative in that it is fairly cer-
tain that we have affected the climate and the natural world by 
our activities. Yet we are also given to works of great imagina-
tion and have created in the visual and musical arts.   
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As well as us being creative and sharing in God’s creativity, we 
are uniquely placed amongst the life on our earth to understand 
and engage with the rest of God’s creation. 
 

When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, 
what is mankind that you are mindful of them, human be-
ings that you care for them? 
You have made them a little lower than the angels and 
crowned them with glory and honour. 
 

We have been blessed by God to share in his creativity and to 
enjoy his handiwork. 
 

O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the 
earth! 
 

Psalm 8:9 
 
Best wishes, 
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Winter Beds Project 
 

It is nearly two years since we held a public meeting at Dagnall 
Street to look at the possibility of a response from the churches 
to the situation of rough sleepers when the weather is at its 
coldest. It’s taken all this time for what is now called the Winter 
Beds Project to get up and running, but just before Christmas a 
project manager and on January 12th we were ready to go! 
 
The shelter is based at Trinity URC in Beaconsfield Road 
where there are five temporary beds. Every night 6 volunteers 
are on the rota – two to set up, two to clear away and two to 
stay overnight. The volunteers are only needed when the tem-
perature goes below a certain point which is determined by St 
Albans Distract Council, and at the time of writing the shelter 
has not been needed, but there is bad weather forecast over 
the next few weeks. 
 
To volunteer, or to receive more information, please speak to 
me or email winterbedsproject@opendoorstalbans.org. 
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                             Tinsel Vend 
 
Does December creep up on you, does it drive you round the 
bend 
Dodging streamer clad horizons as with shoppers you contend 
Do the days ahead just darken 
Are you counting down with dread? 
When it comes to Christmas morning 
Would you rather stay in bed? 
To cheer your downcast spirits, I can only recommend 
A Christmas revolution, the patent Tinsel Vend 
  
The one and only gadget on which you can depend 
It has so many uses, it will be your greatest friend 
Just input your requirements  
And it soon turns them round 
It churns out decorations 
And works without a sound 
It draws up all your Christmas cards, made ready just to send 
A wonderful timesaver, the patent Tinsel Vend 
  
Everything’s been standardised as you will comprehend 
There’s even room to hide inside when relatives descend 
You’ll have the perfect Christmas 
So anodyne and clean  
We’re sure that you won’t notice 
When it has gone and been  
Warm and undemanding, there’s nothing to offend 
Your dreams of peace and concord with the patent Tinsel Vend 
  
We must give you this warning, one thing will apprehend 
The comfortable existence you could have with Tinsel Vend 
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A baby born in Bethlehem 
A child and yet a king 
Angels sang and shepherds came 
Wise men their gifts did bring 
He wasn’t in a palace, no throne did he ascend 
He came to live among us, new life to all extend 
  
And if you will accept Him, for that’s what He’d intend 
You’ll find you won’t be needing the patent Tinsel Vend 
Emmanuel, the perfect gift,  
Will last you all your days 
You’ll share His love with others,  
As you walk in all His ways 
The joy of your Salvation will other things transcend 
You’ll have a new beginning in a world without an end 
  
Megan Thompson 2017 
  
(This was the lovely poem Megan wrote and performed at our Carol Service) 
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NEWS OF CHURCH FRIENDS 
 

Mary Bull is now home from hospital, but David Hance is still 
in St Matthews for the foreseeable future.  Jessie Blair and 
Diane Graham are having some hospital treatment and Doris 
Cox has been unwell.  Edna Weir, Pip Lyall, Alison and Gra-
ham Pinder, Julia Plant, Jenny Johnson, Les and Margery 
Jones, Sheila Fricker, Mary Bull, Geoff and Alison Ashmore 
and Liz Blight.  Also please spare a thought for anyone who 
needs prayer but whose situation is not known to us. 
 
We give thanks  for all our Christmas Services at which so 
many of our extended families attended. 
 

Pardon for sin and peace that endureth 
Thine own dear presence to cheer and guide. 
Strength for today, bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all ours and ten thousand beside. 

 
(Great is Thy faithfulness) 

 
The Lord said to Paul- 

“My grace is sufficient for you, my power is made perfect 
in weakness”. From this, Paul said, “For when I am 

weak, them I am strong”. 
 

Pastoral Team 
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Inspired to Follow: 
Art and the Bible Story 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

A Lent course based on paintings from the 
National Gallery 

 
Tuesdays at 10.30am and 8.00pm*  

in the Cross Street Centre 
 

February 13th –March 27th 2018 
* 7.00pm on 6th March 
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A short story by one of the members of our Church. 
 
Wednesday was the best day of the week at the junior school 
because the first lesson was music and singing.  This 
Wednesday was even better because I had been promised I 
could join the choir if my parents gave permission.  This was 
readily given and I was preparing to get to school early for my 
first choir rehearsal. 
 
Suddenly my mother called to me from the kitchen and when I 
went in she was just sitting by the table with a cup of tea and a 
packet of aspirin in her hand.  “You will have to get you own 
breakfast”, she said.  “I have a terrible headache and need to 
sit quietly for a bit”.  I quickly got myself some rice crispies and 
then ran too get my coat.  However, my mother called me 
back.  “Sorry, love, but you’ll have to go and queue at the 
butcher’s this morning.  They said they will be having some 
liver in this morning and you know how quickly unrationed 
meat goes”.  Growing up in the war I was well aware of this 
and very much looked forward to liver, onions and chips this 
evening but even that was not to be weighed against the joy 
and privilege of belonging to the choir.  “Oh, no, mam, I can’t.  
I’ve got to go early for choir,” I began.  My mother, with her 
headache and, like many people, stressed by the doodlebugs 
which had begun to arrive, to say nothing of the problems of 
stretching quite meagre rations, completely lost her temper.  I 
had to listen to a tirade about unkind and ungrateful little girls 
who would not even give up some time to get their father 
something nice for supper.  Looking back, I think I was quite 
lucky not to get a ‘fourpenny’ one as well. 
 
Needless to say, I was soon standing in the queue, my eyes 
fixed on the station clock.  I had counted the people in front—
there were 14—and no sign of opening yet.  The time passed 
slowly, 8 o’clock, 8.10, and no sign of movement.  At 8.15 the 
shutters went up and the first person went in, but the queue 
only moved very slowly.  By 8.20 I was panicking.  If I came 
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back without the liver I was in trouble, but if I stayed I 
missed my chance of choir.  I started to cry but the woman 
in front, who was about 10 foot wide and who had stood on 
my foot twice whilst she gossiped with the lady behind, 
glared at me as if to say, “What have YOU got to cry 
about?”.  I snivelled quietly into my hankie and gave up all 
thought of choir.  Suddenly one of our neighbours, who had 
just been served, stopped and said, “Don’t cry, dear, look 
who’s coming up the hill”.  I looked up and there was my 
mother trying to hurry while waving at the same time.  She 
took one look at me and said, “Wipe your nose and don’t 
snivel!  Go on, off you go, you will be just in time if you run”.  
I hugged her and gave her a kiss then ran as fast as I could. 
 
I just made it as the teacher was about to shut the door and 
I thought at first she would tell me off.  However, she took 
one look at my tear-stained face and just told me to go and 
wash and tidy up and come into the hall quickly and quietly.  
I did and that was the start of many happy years of choir 
practice! 
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Sabbatical Trip 
 

I am going to be spending a week in Haipi village, Manipur, 
India and another week in Kathmandu, Nepal at the end of 
February. I will be visiting Emmanuel Christian School, the 
project that we have been involved in since before the school 
was built. Kai will be leaving to go to India on 7th February 
and Muriel and I will be following the following week.  
 
From Haipi I will be heading back to Delhi and from there 
heading north to Kathmandu where I will be staying with Chris 
and Debbie Drew and see the work in which they are involved. 
There are also plans for me to lead a retreat for BMS person-
nel working in Nepal. 
 
Expect a full report on the trip when I return! 
 

BMS World Mission Visit 
 

25th February 2018  10.30am 
 

It is always good to hear first-hand from those who serve over-
seas and we are delighted to welcome BMS mission workers 
Helen and Ian Wells who will be coming to speak about their 
work in north-east Asia.  This is a great opportunity to hear 
about what God is doing in this part of the world. 
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Sunday Afternoon/Evening Programme in  
February 

 
We have started a new programme of services for Sunday 
afternoons and evenings and these are this month’s details. 
 
Sunday 4th February 4pm Church in the Cafe - Church 
amongst Rough Sleepers and Ending Modern Slavery 
Join us in the Cross Street Centre for some tea and cake 
and an opportunity to for a 2-4-1 special from the  Rev'd 
Dan Pratt who will speak to us about his experience in es-
tablishing a church amongst Rough Sleepers in Southend 
and his most recent work helping the Baptist Union contrib-
ute to the battle to end Modern Slavery. Perhaps you aren't 
aware that there are currently estimated to be more slaves 
in our world than at any point in our history, come and find 
out what we can do to help end it. 
 
Sunday 11th February 6:30pm Teach us To Pray - The 
Examine 
In times of crisis everyone Prays, but what about all the oth-
er times. Many of us feel like we should but aren't quite sure 
how. If that sounds like you why not join us in Room 3 
where we will explore the ancient prayer known as the Ex-
amine. The Examine creates space for us to reflect upon 
our days and weeks, reminding us that prayer is about lis-
tening to God and not just presenting a shopping list. Come 
along, who knows you might just be transformed. There will 
also be an opportunity to be prayed for at the end of the 
service. 
 
Sunday 18th February 6:30pm Communion 
Feeling exhausted and drained with the busyness of life? 
Join us in Room 3 for a service of quiet and reflection where 
all are welcomed to the Communion Table, where God's 
abundance is found and where we are  filled. 
 

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

14 

 

 

Sunday Afternoon/Evening Programme in  
February 

 
We have started a new programme of services for Sunday 
afternoons and evenings and these are this month’s details. 
 
Sunday 4th February 4pm Church in the Cafe - Church 
amongst Rough Sleepers and Ending Modern Slavery 
Join us in the Cross Street Centre for some tea and cake 
and an opportunity to for a 2-4-1 special from the  Rev'd 
Dan Pratt who will speak to us about his experience in es-
tablishing a church amongst Rough Sleepers in Southend 
and his most recent work helping the Baptist Union contrib-
ute to the battle to end Modern Slavery. Perhaps you aren't 
aware that there are currently estimated to be more slaves 
in our world than at any point in our history, come and find 
out what we can do to help end it. 
 
Sunday 11th February 6:30pm Teach us To Pray - The 
Examine 
In times of crisis everyone Prays, but what about all the oth-
er times. Many of us feel like we should but aren't quite sure 
how. If that sounds like you why not join us in Room 3 
where we will explore the ancient prayer known as the Ex-
amine. The Examine creates space for us to reflect upon 
our days and weeks, reminding us that prayer is about lis-
tening to God and not just presenting a shopping list. Come 
along, who knows you might just be transformed. There will 
also be an opportunity to be prayed for at the end of the 
service. 
 
Sunday 18th February 6:30pm Communion 
Feeling exhausted and drained with the busyness of life? 
Join us in Room 3 for a service of quiet and reflection where 
all are welcomed to the Communion Table, where God's 
abundance is found and where we are  filled. 
 



15 

February 2018 

 

 

Sunday 25th February 4:00pm Messy Sunday 
We have run Messy Church on Saturday mornings now for a 
number of years, now it's time to make Sunday's Messy. Join 
us for some crafts and games, some songs and stories, and 
then plenty of food. A service for all little and big kids, you will 
create, you will laugh, you will hear of a God who loves you 
and you won't have to cook a dinner. What a great way to 
prepare for the week to come. 
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MISSION NEWS 
 
Gift Day - Easter Sunday 1st April 2018  
 
This year, we will be supporting our Christian Aid, (CA), Targeted 
Income Project “Supporting Children Affected by HIV/Aids in Ken-
ya.”  We have pledged to support this project for 2 years or by 
raising £5,000, whichever comes first, and for every £1 given, 
USAID will give £17 more to the project.  Interestingly, for this 
project every pound given to CA will go directly to the project, un-
like others, where a proportion is, necessarily, used for admin-
istration. 
 
Despite work to tackle HIV, this preventable disease continues to 
lead to deaths and holds millions of people back across many de-
veloping countries. 
In Kenya, over 1 million vulnerable children have lost parents to 
AIDS-related illnesses.  Over-stretched traditional family support 
systems have buckled under the strain of the epidemic, meaning 
that many children’s basic needs fail to be met.  Generations of 
children miss out on the healthcare, education and social ser-
vices they deserve, meaning they become malnourished or miss 
immunisations, putting them at risk of serious yet totally avoidable 
illnesses.  Girls are more likely to become pregnant early or to 
experience violence and Children are less likely to enroll in edu-
cation or complete school, and risk being displaced from their 
homes. 
 
This is just a snapshot of some of the information available in a 
very informative leaflet that is available in Cross Street.  As well 
as financial support, we are also encouraged to support this pro-
ject through prayer, and are reminded in John’s gospel of when 
Jesus met the blind man on the road.   
 
His disciples reveal the stigma attached to his condition, asking, 
“Who sinned, this man, or his parents, that he was born blind?”  
Jesus replies, “neither.”  Then he restores the man’s sight.  Soci-
ety cast the man out, cruelly and unjustly punishing him with re-
jection.  But Jesus recognised his boundless worth as someone  
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created and loved by God.  All through the gospels, Jesus goes 
to the margins, to those who are stigmatised and suffering for it.  
He heals the haemorrhaging woman, the man with leprosy, and 
takes a drink from the outcast Samaritan woman.  He overturns 
harmful social norms and shows radical love.  Everyone affected 
by HIV deserves justice and freedom from stigma.  Through this 
project, CA Partners will support thousands of vulnerable chil-
dren in Kenya to live a full and thriving life. 
  
Since we agreed to support this project last September, our giv-
ing currently stands at £823.25, thanks to generous individual 
donations and receipts from the Church anniversary lunch, De-
cember’s carol singing and the Christmas post box.  We hope 
that gift day generosity will considerably boost the fund, but we 
are also grateful to Quorum Singers, who are generously plan-
ning a concert to support the project.  The concert will take place 
in the church on Saturday evening 7th July, so book the date!   
We also hope to arrange a Quiz night during the year and of 
course Trevor will continue with Car boot sales.  If you would like 
to make individual donations, marked envelopes are available in 
the church vestibule and can be placed in the offertory bags on 
Sunday. 
  
  
BMS Day of Prayer – Sunday 4th February 2018 
  
Every year BMS staff in the UK together with mission personnel 
around the world dedicate a day in February to prayer - in all its 
forms. 
BMS have been really encouraged in previous years by the num-
ber of churches and individuals who have joined with them in 
praying.  They hope that many of us will be able to share with 
them in this special time of prayer again this February, whether 
on the day itself or at any other convenient time. 
BMS are producing a ‘Day of Prayer’ booklet and prayer guide 
which will focus on their work around the world and we will have 
copies of it available on the desk in the church vestibule on Sun  
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day 4th February.   
BMS have also produced a daily Prayer Guide that is available 
free, either on line at bmsworldmission.org/dayofprayer or by tele-
phone request to BMS World Mission.  
 
Chris Penn 
  

Christmas Gift Service 
 
We have received a thank you 
letter from the joint managers of 
St Albans and Hertsmere Wom-
en’s Refuge following the collec-
tion of over 70 individual gifts 
which you so generously gave at 
the Christmas Family Nativity and 

Gift Service last December.  They write: 
  
”Once again, on behalf of the Management Committee mem-
bers, staff and residents, we would like to express our heart-
felt thanks to you and the congregation of Dagnall Street Bap-
tist Church for the great generosity shown towards the refuge 
this Christmas.  As ever, we much appreciate your continued 
support of our project, and your kindness in thinking of us.  
We rely so much on benefactors like you to provide the extras 
that make such a difference to the lives of our residents dur-
ing their stay. 
 
With all good wishes for 2018.”  
 
Chris Penn 
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Judge leniently another’s faults 
And do not turn aside 
Nor fail a friend, when in his need. 
Encourage, help & guide. 
Raise eager eyes to greet the dawn 
Of each & every day 
Stretch out your arms & grasp your joys 
‘Ere they should pass away. 
 
Merit goodwill & high regard 
And to yourself be true. 
Rendering to life that which she gave--- 
Your best ---your noblest you. 
 
Strengthen the bonds with new found friends, 
Who’ve shared with you their leisure. 
And you will receive as 
I have done, 
New joys for you to treasure. 

Sent in by Ray Saunders 
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

19th - Chris Penn 
 

Would you like to help the children at Hope Home in Thailand, 
recently visited by Linda Roberts, or support a community mid-
wife in Chad, saving the lives of young mothers and their new-
borns?  In Afghanistan you could help towards the training of 

men and women in remote villages, to dispel the practice of un-
safe traditions like smearing animal dung on the umbilical cord 

after it’s been cut. 
 

THE GOOD NEWS IS THAT YOU CAN! You can do this by be-
coming a member of the BMS Birthday Scheme.  You can also 
support BMS World Mission by collecting your used Christmas 
stamps and giving them to me or putting them in the box in the 

Vestibule as the money raised by the sale of stamps is also used 
for medical mission.  If you are in Cross Street you can give them 

to any staff member. 
 

Make us worthy, O Lord, to serve our fellow men, women 
and children throughout the world who live and die in pov-

erty and hunger. 
Give them, through our hands, this day their daily bread, and 

by our understanding love,  give peace and joy. 
Amen 

 This is a prayer based on the words of Mother Teresa 

Linda Williams 
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F E E D    P R O J E C T 
  
A very big thank you for your generous contributions to the 
FEED project.  
 
We were able to deliver two car-loads thanks to your ongoing 
support.   
 
This was much appreciated by the Vineyard Church on behalf of 
their continuing work with people in need in St Albans. 
 
We will be collecting again this summer when the school holiday 
period is also a period of heightened need. 
 
With grateful thanks 
 
Linda and Pat  
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Women’s World Day of Prayer 
 

Friday 2 March 
 

All God’s Creation is Very Good 
 

The Women’s World Day of Prayer movement invites 
you to join an estimated 3 million people around the 
world on Friday 2 March in a service which has been 
written this year by the women of Suriname in South 
America. 
 
Suriname has vast rainforests and a wealth of re-
sources including gold, crude oil and bauxite. But there 
are threats to the environment from deforestation, mer-
cury poisoning from illegal mining and rising sea levels.  
The service asks us to pray for those who seek to pro-
tect this country and to preserve it for future genera-
tions. 
 
Do join us at either of these services: 
 
10.30 am      St Leonard’s Church,  Sandridge 
 
 2.30 pm       St Stephen’s Church, Watling Street 
 
Christine Boot 
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Thank you to all who contributed mince pies, etc., for the re-
freshments after the Carol Service in December, a lovely Ser-
vice and Fellowship evening. 
 
I am now retiring after many years as organiser of The Church 
Catering Committee.  I would like to thank all the people who 
have helped and supported me over many years and especially 
all my loyal helpers.  Those of you reading  this magazine who 
have moved away and have been on the Catering Committee in 
the ast will recall all the fun times we had organising some very 
big events, HBA lunches, groups visiting from abroad, etc. 
 
I would like to thank The Fellowship for the lovely gift and card 
Simon gave me on the evening of the Carol Service and for the 
emails received since. 
 
Sue Owen, who has been on the present Committee for some 
time,  will be taking on the mantle of leader from January 2018.  
She is a lovely lady to work with and very capable.   
 
I wish Sue and her helpers God’s Blessing for their future com-
mitments and I hope she enjoys it over many years, as I have 
done. 
 
Olly Branch 
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Jessie Blair would like to invite anyone who would like 
to come to a weekly get together on Fridays from 
10.30am. 

Coffee and tea will be served (and maybe a biscuit or 
two).  Come along and meet some new friends and old 
friends and have sometime to get to know each other 
better and exchange good ideas, skills and knowledge. 

Come along to:  391 Watford Road, Chiswell Green,  
AL2 3DF 

Telephone:  01727 768887 

email:  jessieblair37@gmail.com 
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PASTORAL CARE MATTERS 
  

The Minister, Simon and members of 
the Pastoral Team are always happy to 
make appointments to visit, talk or pray 
with you.  This can take place in your 
home, at Cross Street or at our homes 
at your convenience and at mutually 
convenient times. 
  
Our Minister, Simon (01727 854041) 
can be contacted direct. 
  

Brian Branch (01727 852738), Marjorie and Leslie Jones (01727 
841845) Jessie Blair (01727 768887) and Ray Saunders (01727 
830260) are also active members of the Pastoral Team. 
  
Simon and the team hope you will notify them of anybody who 
you think may be ill, lonely or who needs help. 
  
Pastoral Team 
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           CHURCH & CENTRE ROOM BOOKINGS 
  
To contact Danny Smith regarding Church and Centre room 
booking enquiries: 
  
Tel:  01727 568162 (new number) 
email: bookings@dsbc.org.uk 

            Monday Table Tennis/ Games            
                    Club   

            
We meet every Monday from 10.30am till 

1pm in the main Hall 
Table Tennis – Snooker – Pool – Carpet 

Bowls – Chess – Draughts and 
other table games.   Refreshments available in Cross 

Street Centre Cafe 
  

All are welcomed for a time of fun and fel-
lowship  
Trevor Oakley 
  
  

DAYCARE 
  
Daycare meets every Tuesday during school term time, at 
the Age Concern Centre, St  Peters Street.  If you know 
of anyone who would like to come along for lunch and 
companionship please contact Jessie Blair on email: 
jessieblair37@gmail.com. 
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                                 FELLOWSHIP LUNCH 
  

The Fellowship Lunch this month will be held on Thursday, 15th  
February at 12.30pm in the Cross Street Café. 
   
Everyone is welcome. 
  
Diane Graham 
  

              WHO LET THE DAD’S OUT!! 
  
 The  meeting this month will  be on Saturday, 10th 
February, 10am to 12pm in the Lower Hall. 
  
Come along and have some fun! Dads, Granddads, Un-
cles—all welcome. 

                  KNITTING GROUP 
  
The knitting group will meet on Tuesday, 20th Febru-
ary, in Cross Street from 11am—12.30pm and wel-
comes anyone who would like to join with us.  Some 

bring their own knitting or crochet projects whilst other knit and 
crochet for the charity ‘Knit for Peace’. 
  
Judy Pendal 

                                  SCRABBLE CLUB 
  
Scrabble Club will be held on Tuesday 8th and 
Tuesday 22nd February at 2.30pm in the Cross 
Street Centre. 
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Working visit to the Turkana Kenya 
  Noreen Gilhespy 

 

Ewen and I visited Lokichar 13 years ago. The Turkana people 
were mainly a nomadic tribe.  Due to drought they could no longer 
look after cattle, had to come into villages and their children go to 
school. 
The African Gospel Church of Kenya was originally World Gospel 
Church and became independent. Its aim is to spread the Gospel to 
all the different people groups in Kenya.  
13 years ago they started a church called Berea in a small village 
called Lokichar. The people were so poor some could only give rice 
for an offering at church.  We helped to make a borehole, they start-
ed a senior school with the plan for one classroom a year and we 
helped to set up various money making projects.  The senior school 
was taken over by the government and they pay teachers. The Pas-
tor of the church is the chairman of the governors, there is a junior 
school, we helped to build little houses for people like the teachers 
to rent, there is now a Noreen’s Academy recently started for pre-
school children. This is growing and has over 100 children. Some 
children attending have families who are trying to look after goats 
and have left them at the school. These children need food and  
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someone to care for them when the school is shut. 
The church has grown and built an extension and started round 
50 new churches in even more remote places. All these want 
schools and boreholes. Pastor Joseph is an amazing Turkana 
young man and responsible for all these churches. He is the only 
one who has been to Bible College. He is concerned about the 
training of the Pastors responsible for these little churches. 
On February 9th I am going for a week to lead a Pastor’s seminar. 
They want me to teach about Leadership, Pastoral care, Counsel-
ling and to go through all the books of the Bible! They expect 
round 50 Pastors and their wives. 

Malachi our 15 year old Grandson is coming with me and will 
teach English at the Noreen’s Academy. If anyone is interested I 
have short videos, photos, Power point presentation and am hap-
py to talk to anyone who is interested. This church is really spe-
cial. It is so enthusiastic to share what little it has with others, and 
particularly the message of Jesus. 
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Bereavement Matters 
St Albans & District Bereavement Net-
work is one of the local charities which 
we support through Planned Mission 
Giving.  They wrote recently enclosing 
their latest brochure explaining their ser-
vices which include: 
 

• Telephone Helpline 
• Children’s and Young People’s Service 
• Visiting & Buddy Service 
• Counselling Service 
• Group Activities 
• Information Resource 
 
They also wish to organise an ‘Introduction to Working with 
the Bereaved’ training course – a series of workshops for vol-
unteers within church groups who provide support to bereaved 
adults.  The training will consist of 3 – 4 sessions of about 2 
hours and the cost will be approximately £100 per person. 
Anyone interested in any of the above can contact St Albans & 
District Bereavement Network at: 31 Catherine Street, AL3 5BJ, 
tel: 01727 841841 or email: help@sabn.org.uk  
 
Chris Penn 
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CRISIS! 
 

At the turn of this century parts of the Scottish Highlands 
were even more remote and inaccessible than they are to-
day.  Many a crofter’s cottage stood miles away from the 
nearest road, isolated by large tracts of moorland.  No heli-
copters to whisk people to safety or four wheel drive vehi-
cles to bring supplies in bad weather. 
 
A brilliant London surgeon, born in Scotland, loved to re-
turn each Autumn for a fortnight’s holiday in the Highland 
glens, and always stayed at a cosy but isolated inn.  During 
one of these holidays, very late at night,  after everyone 
had gone to bed, the great knocker on the front door was 
hammered frantically, and went down to open the door.  
There, standing  on the step, he saw a crofter he knew, 
white and breathless.  The crofter clutched the landlord’s 
arm and gasped, “Is the London doctor here?  My daughter  
has been taken ill and it may be too late to fetch my local 
doctor”.  The surgeon was called to the door and listened 
to the crofter’s appeal.  He immediately returned to his 
room, dressed and set off into the darkness with the croft-
er.  After many miles of tramping along a muddy track, they 
eventually reached the man’s cottage and entered the little 
girl’s bedroom.  Expertly the surgeon examined the child; 
then, rising slowly, he whispered, “Her condition is critical.  
If I had my instruments, I could save her life.  As it is there 
is nothing I can do.  I am helpless.  My instruments are 
back in London.”  And so, the little girl died.  Even the most 
able doctor is helpless to do anything if he hasn’t got his 
clinical instruments with him. 
 
So it is with God.  There is an awful lot he can see needs 
doing in this world of ours, but unless you and I are pre-
pared to become His instruments, there is nothing even  
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He can do. 
 
(Taken from Assemblies for School Children’s Church by 
R.H. Lloyd) 
Published in the Church Magazine February  1987 

DATE FOR COPY FOR THE MARCH  
MAGAZINE 

THURSDAY 15th FEBRUARY 
 

I hope everybody had a really good Christmas and a 
Happy New Year and managed to cope with all the virus-
es that were, and still are, going around.   
 
I had a lovely Christmas with my friend’s family in Hitchin 
and eat so much I was glad to stop!  I Facetimes with my 
Sydney family and saw my grandson undo some of his 
presents.  He had so many that he was still opening them 
when we Facetimed last weekend!   
 
At nearly 3 years of age he has been given a skateboard.  
So he is all decked out in helmet, knee and elbow pads.  
His dad was a keen skateboarder in his youth and he has 
now, at the age of 39!, gone out and brought himself a 
skateboard so that he can join his son.  Apparently he 
hasn’t lost his skill!! 
 
Apart from the skateboard my grandson’s favourite pre-
sents this year were a bag of assorted dinosaurs and a 
crocodile.   
 
The weather in Sydney was a lot different to the weather 
here.  Christmas Eve was 37 but Christmas Day was ra-
ther disappointing at only just over 20 degrees.  They 
were all wearing jumpers when we spoke. 
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I don’t know about you but I am always glad when every-
thing gets back to normal in January.  Back to Daycare was 
lovely because two sessions were cancelled before Christ-
mas so we did not get our Christmas Party.  So we had it 
on our return on 9th January.  It was great fun because, 
just by luck, we had a roast dinner for lunch.  In the after-
noon we played games—pass the parcel– and had Christ-
mas cake and sherry.  It was also one of the member’s 
birthday so we had birthday cake as well.  You can never 
have enough cake!! 
 
I have spoken to Laura in Texas and everything is going 
well with her.  Dick and Laura were spending Christmas 
with their family.  The renovations on the house are going 
well and they are looking at completion at the end of April. I 
think that will be a great relief to them both. 
 
Jan and John have returned from their travels.—Ireland at 
Christmas and Zimbabwe for the New Year.  They returned 
on the 18th January to very cold weather.  Jan said that 
when they opened the plane door on their return to 
Heathrow it felt like someone had just opened the fridge 
door.  Everything was well with their family in Zimbabwe, 
except Hannah has a broken leg.  But, hopefully, it is on 
the mend and she will be on both her legs soon. 
 
I have seen the Hot Cross Buns in the supermarket  and, of 
course, Easter Eggs so Easter will be on us soon, although 
we have Pancake Day and Lent to go first.  It all comes 
around so quickly now—time seems to be speeding up -is 
that because I am getting older!! 
 
There are some really good dramas on the TV at the mo-
ment and I am hooked.  McMafia, Hard Sun, Next of Kin, 
Kiri, Girlfriend, Silent Witness—absolutely gripping.  My 
week is full!! They even fit in well with University Challenge, 
Just Connect and that great programme about the history 
of a house 
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in Liverpool.  Social and political history at its best.  Almost 
tearing me away from my favourite Radio 4!! 
 
Hope everybody has a good February.  Don’t forget to send 
in any interesting pieces for insertion in the magazine.  I 
would really like some photographs that you have taken so 
that I can use them for the front cover.   
 
The front cover this month is the 16/17 century granary 
which is outside the windows of my house.  My house is 
built in a farmyard and the granary is original.  The farm-
house is still in existence and is on the corner of the road.  
The granary is the reason for the name of my address.  I 
love looking at it. 
 
Glynis 
glynis.griffiths1@gmail.com 
01462 733665 
07709 618571 
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Hope everybody has a good February.  Don’t forget to send 
in any interesting pieces for insertion in the magazine.  I 
would really like some photographs that you have taken so 
that I can use them for the front cover.   
 
The front cover this month is the 16/17 century granary 
which is outside the windows of my house.  My house is 
built in a farmyard and the granary is original.  The farm-
house is still in existence and is on the corner of the road.  
The granary is the reason for the name of my address.  I 
love looking at it. 
 
Glynis 
glynis.griffiths1@gmail.com 
01462 733665 
07709 618571 
  



Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

40 

 

 

What, When and Where February 2018 
 
Saturday   3 Prayer Hour 
   10.00am Cross Street Room 5 
 
Wednesday   7 Free Church Service in the Abbey 
                              11.00am The Rev’d Simon Carver   
   Senior Minister, Dagnall Street Baptist Church, 
   Free Church Chaplain, St Albans Cathedral 
 
Tuesday   8 Bible Study 
   10.30am Cross Street Centre, 8.00pm at the Manse 
 
Tuesday   8 Scrabble Club 
   2.30pm Cross Street Centre 
 
Saturday 10 Who Let the Dads Out? 
   10.00am – 12.00pm Lower Hall 
 
Thursday 15 Baptist Fellowship Lunch 
   12.30pm Cross Street Centre 
 
Thursday 15 Deacons’ Meeting 
   7.45pm Room 5 Cross Street Centre 
 
Tuesday 20 Knitting Group 
   11.00am – 12.30pm Cross Street Centre 
 
Tuesday 22 Scrabble Club 
   2.30pm Cross Street Centre 
 
Regular Events 
 
Mondays: Table tennis & Games Club 10.30am – 1.30pm Lower Hall 
Tuesdays: (term time) Daycare 10am – 2pm Age Concern St Peters Street 
Wednesdays: (term time) Toddlers 9.45am – 11.15am Lower Hall 
Fridays: (term time) TFN 6.00pm – 7.30pm Lower Hall  
Fridays: (term time) TFN Seniors 7.30pm – 9.00pm Lower Hall 
 
Sunday Services 
 
10.30am, with groups for children, every Sunday 
4.00pm Church in the Café, 1st Sunday each month 
6.30pm remaining Sundays, unless otherwise advertised 
(6.30pm services in January and February will be held in Cross Street Centre) 
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