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Minister: Rev Simon J Carver, MA, BSc, - 01727 854041 
Assistant Minister: Rev. Jonny Fillis  
  

Church Secretary: Chris Penn—01727 864116 
  

Finance Deacon: Trevor Oakley—01727 752732 
  

Property: Ray Saunders – 01727 830260 
  

Site Manager and Caretaker: David Hobbs – 01727 760623 

Cross Street: 01727 846891  
  

Charity Registration Number: 1127791 

  10.30am 6.30pm 

December 3rd 
The coming of the Son 

of Man 
Mark 13:24-37 

The Potter’s Hands 
Isaiah 64.1-9 
Communion 

December 10th Family Nativity Service Prepare the Way 
Isaiah 40.1-11 

December 17th 
There was a man sent 

from God … 
John 1.6-8,19-28 

Communion 
Carol Service 

December 24th The Queen of Heaven 
Luke 1.26-38 

Christingle Service 
NB 3.00pm 

December 25th Christmas Day 
NB 10.15am   

December 31st 
At Marshalswick Bap-

tist Free Church 
NB 10.15am 

  

 
SERVICE THEMES FOR DECEMBER 2017 
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December 2017/January 2018 

 

 

 

 

  10.30 am 6.30 pm 

January 7th 
New Year, New Start 

Acts 19:1-7 
Communion 

Church in the Cafe 
Review of the Year 

NB 4.00pm 
 

January 14th 
“I think this is the beginning of a 

beautiful friendship” 
John 1:43-51 

“Teach us to pray 
…” 

Prayers and 
Anointing for Heal-

ing 
Communion 

 

January 21st 

Ecumenical Pulpit Exchange 
Lt Paul Williams 

St Albans Salvation Army 
  

(Jonny leads/Simon at SA) 

Christian Unity 
Service 

NB: at St Peters 

January 28th Church for Everyone Ferme ta gueule 
Mark 1:21-28 

SERVICE THEMES JANUARY 2018 

Some say that ever gainst that season comes 
Wherein our Saviours birth is celebrated, 

This bird of dawning singeth all night long; 
And then, they say no spirit can walk abroad; 

The nights are wholesome; then no planets strike,  
No fairy takes, nor witch hath power to charm, 

So hallowed and so gracious is the time. 
William Shakespeare 
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Dear Friends, 
 
Some time in the first half of the 17th century, 
Nicolas Poussin painted a work which was 
entitled A Dance with the Music of Time. 
Many of Poussin’s works, which seem to have 
been mainly of religious, historical and mytho-
logical subjects, have survived and are in  gal-
leries around the world. Perhaps this painting 
may not have been one of the best known, but 
for a visit to the Wallace Collection by the 20th 
century novelist Anthony Powell and his sub-
sequent use of the painting and its title for the twelve volume novel 
he was planning.  

 
Powell had his own ideas 
about what the characters 
in the painting represent-
ed, but he also acknowl-
edged the usual interpre-
tation. This is that the four 
dancers in the outwards-
facing ring are the four 
seasons. To our left is Ja-
nus, the god with two fac-
es, looking backwards 
and forwards and who 
gave his name to Janu-

ary, the start of a new year. This issue of our magazine has some-
thing of the Janus about it – it begins in the old year and ends in 
the new. 
 
Over the top flies Phoebus, the sun god, riding in his chariot. And 
then there is the old chap with wings, but no clothes, Father Time. 
He is playing the lyre and provided the music to which the seasons 
are dancing and he represents time. 
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As one gets older time seems to pass more quickly. With the faster 
passage of the years, we also seem to become more aware of the 
rhythm of time, as the years go by and one season gives way to an-
other. Yet it would also seem to be true that as we become more 
aware of the rhythm of life – the music of time – so we also seem to 
sense that the world is changing more rapidly than we would like.  
  
There is something about rhythm and dance which suggests the 
idea of repetition. We saw something of this in the painting: the 
dancers moving around in a circle – the seasons turning so that 
every year we return again to the same point we were at last year. 
In the story of creation, implied not spelt out, is the permanence of 
God – the God who has created the universe, with the earth turning 
around in 24 hours to give us our day and night and with its 365 day 
rotation around the sun which give us our four seasons.  Surely the 
God who has set the dance in motion, is in the rhythm of music as it 
plays as the world continues to turn? In the painting it is time who 
plays for the dancers, but we believe that it is God who has created 
time and who has set and who maintains the pulse by which all liv-
ing things live and by which all turning things – suns, worlds and 
atoms – turn.  
  
Looking back at the painting, we see that the one who sets the 
rhythm is close by – he is seen by those who dance. It is by no 
means always the case that we know God’s presence nearby. 
Those whom God has created often feel that He is beyond us and 
the world that He has made. He is, to use that old metaphor, the 
watchmaker who has wound up time and who has now left it alone 
and unsupervised to run down. 
  
God is in the deepest pulse of life. It is He who maintains the stars 
in their place, who turns the worlds in the heavens. It is He who 
maintains the delicate balance of atoms as they spin and move and 
it is He who brings life to all living things. And it is He who can 
break the rhythm. It is He who can disturb the cycle of life and 
death, because He has done so when He brought His Son up from 
the grave. In so-doing, God has truly given us his word and acted 
upon it. 
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At this crossing point from one year to the next, perhaps is the 
time for a new commitment to God. He has made us, His Son has 
died for us and He has sought us out. He has given this world its 
pulse and rhythm and now He wants us to follow the steps He 
danced and continues to dance. 
  
Best wishes, 
 
 
 
 
  

Cross Street Christmas  
 
On Friday 15th December, Cross Street 
will celebrate in its unique way the joy of 
the Christmas Festival. 
 
Free food and warm fruit cordial will be 
available from 11.00am and a short activ-

ity focused on the Christmas story will be at 12.30pm. 
Please come and share in the centre with the customers, 
volunteers and staff on this joyful occasion. 
 
Join us in the singing of carols and listening to the 
readings lasting about half an hour. 
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December 2017/January 2018 

 

 

Take some of your favourite 
Christmas Stocking presents; Or-

anges and Sweets, throw in a 
Christmas Candle, wrap it in a 
bow, and believe it or not you 

have a wonderful evening telling 
the Christmas story and discover-

ing the reason for the season. 
 

 Jonny 
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   Pastor’s News 
 

A brief update on a number of items 
that might be of interest to the congre-
gation and the wider readership of the 
magazine. 
 

Bible Studies  
In our Bible studies in December 
we will be looking at the Christmas 
story. There is a choice of two 
meetings – 10.30am in Cross 
Street, or 8.00pm at the Manse. 
Both these meetings will be on 
Tuesday 12th December. Anyone 
is welcome to come to either.  
The January’s Bible studies will meet at the same 
time and locations as above on Tuesday 9th January.  
 
Church Meeting 
Our next church members’ meeting will take place in the 
Cross Street Centre on 5th December at 7.45pm, at 
which we will be confirming the church budget for 2018. 
If you are a member of Dagnall Street Baptist Church, 

please try to attend.  
 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity – 
Sunday 21st January 
We will be marking the week this year by 
swapping preachers on the morning of 
Sunday 21st January  
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when I will be with the Salvation Army in Victoria Street 
and Lt Paul Williams will be with us here. In the even-
ing we will be sharing in the local ecumenical service 
at St Peter’s at 6.30pm. 
  

27th January  9.15am – 11.45am 
 
The next Messy Church will be at the end of January 
and at the time of writing, the theme had yet to be de-
cided. Whatever it is, it is sure to be good and I can 
guarantee it will involve paint and glue as well as things 
to eat!  
 
If you’ve not been before, Messy Church is a fun way 
in which families with children can come together to 
take part in games, crafts and joining in some action 
songs. 
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A New Year  
A New Pattern 

 
We all know the feeling… A new year rolls round, we 
reflect on the year that has been, and we make plans to 
change in the next year. Things will be different this 
year. Sometimes those changes stick, sometimes they 
don’t but either way it is good to reflect on what you are 
doing and where you are going.  
 
We have been doing something similar as DSBC over 
the last few months and with the beginning of 2018 we 
are excited to tell you about our new pattern for Sunday 
services. Time and culture stand still for no one and so 
we hope that within the following pattern you will find 
something that will help you encounter and engage the 
one who created it all, who loves it all, who wants to 
make it all new. 
 
1st Sunday of the Month “Church in the Café”- From 
4pm in the Cross Street Centre we will sit round tables, 
drink some coffee, eat some cake, and share with one 
another. We will take a specific topic or issue and will 
ask where God might be in our questions. Our first one 
on January 7th will look at 2017 The year that was, 
2018 the year that will be. It will be an opportunity to re-
member and celebrate all that happened in 2017 and 
look forward to where we might be going in the year 
ahead. 
 
2nd Sunday of the Month “Teach us to Pray”- Did 
you know that 20-30 minutes of Prayer a day has been  
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proven to significantly increase your experience of God 
and improve your mental health. And yet, many of us 
simply don’t know how to go about it. Jesus’ disciples 
certainly didn’t and so they asked, “Teach us to Pray?” 
This service will present to not only hear about prayer 
but will present a relaxed reflective environment to put it 
into practise, as we explore some of the paths that oth-
ers before us have found helpful. An opportunity to be 
prayed for will also be available. Join us from 6:30pm in 
Room 3 of Cross Street. 
 
3rd Sunday of the Month “Reflective Communion” – 
On the night before his arrest Jesus wanted to leave his 
disciples something to remember him by, and rather 
than a sermon (phew) he decided to leave them a meal. 
A meal that would speak of his life and death and sacri-
fice. A meal through which we can remember and expe-
rience him afresh. And ever since Christians have been 
celebrating this meal. So join us from 6:30pm in Room 3 
of Cross Street, take a breath from this demanding 
world and be physically, emotionally, spiritually filled. 
(Due to a Joint Service at St Peter’s for the week of 
Christian Unity week there will be no service at DSBC 
on Jan 21st, however Communion will be celebrated on 
the 14th). 
 
4th Sunday of the Month “Family Sunday” – The days 
of Children being seen and not heard, of sitting quietly in 
the pews, are long gone, Hallelujah! For our children 
have much to teach us. And to help celebrate this we   

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

12 

 

 

proven to significantly increase your experience of God 
and improve your mental health. And yet, many of us 
simply don’t know how to go about it. Jesus’ disciples 
certainly didn’t and so they asked, “Teach us to Pray?” 
This service will present to not only hear about prayer 
but will present a relaxed reflective environment to put it 
into practise, as we explore some of the paths that oth-
ers before us have found helpful. An opportunity to be 
prayed for will also be available. Join us from 6:30pm in 
Room 3 of Cross Street. 
 
3rd Sunday of the Month “Reflective Communion” – 
On the night before his arrest Jesus wanted to leave his 
disciples something to remember him by, and rather 
than a sermon (phew) he decided to leave them a meal. 
A meal that would speak of his life and death and sacri-
fice. A meal through which we can remember and expe-
rience him afresh. And ever since Christians have been 
celebrating this meal. So join us from 6:30pm in Room 3 
of Cross Street, take a breath from this demanding 
world and be physically, emotionally, spiritually filled. 
(Due to a Joint Service at St Peter’s for the week of 
Christian Unity week there will be no service at DSBC 
on Jan 21st, however Communion will be celebrated on 
the 14th). 
 
4th Sunday of the Month “Family Sunday” – The days 
of Children being seen and not heard, of sitting quietly in 
the pews, are long gone, Hallelujah! For our children 
have much to teach us. And to help celebrate this we   



13 

December 2017/January 2018 

 

 

have two new family services, running on alternate 
months. The first is Church 4 Everyone starting on 
January 28th at 10:30am. We all learn in different 
ways and so after a shared time of singing, we will 
break off into different zones, choosing how we want 
to engage with the story that morning. There will be 
crafts, games, quiet, discussion, and a few more. 
We will then gather back together to reflect on what 
we found out!  
 
The second service will be Messy Sunday starting 
on February 25th from 4pm. This will follow our suc-
cessful Messy Church pattern of crafts, a time of 
storytelling, finishing with a meal together. These 
services will be welcoming to children and families, 
but really they are for everyone and I am sure if you 
come along you will agree. 
 
So there is our New Pattern for our New Year. I 
hope it excites you. Come along and try them out. 
Who knows you might just meet God and that really 
would change everything.  
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Winter Beds Project 
 

This is the  new venture initiated by six city centre 
churches in St Albans to cater for rough sleepers on 
the coldest of winter nights.  
 
There will be a five bed temporary night shelter at Trin-
ity URC in Beaconsfield Road and this will be staffed 
by an experienced paid worker together with volun-
teers.  
 
We hope to open at the beginning of January and be-
fore then we need to find and train a good number of 
volunteers. Please look out for further information 
about dates and times of the training sessions. 
 
To volunteer, or to receive more information, please 
speak to me. 
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November 2017 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
We are having one of those months when there is too much to 
do and too little time to do it.  But it will happen and if it's not 
done by 30th November it will be too late as we'll then be on the 
plane back to the UK for a short home assignment and Christ-
mas.   
 
We are excited to see family and friends and visit many new 
church supporters too.  At the latest count we had 13 church-
es / groups to visit, so they are going to be busy days.  It can 
be hard to know what to share and how to communicate about 
such different lives in a way that people can connect with, so 
we would appreciate your prayers for our preparation and visits. 
 
The children will mostly be staying with grandparents whilst we 
dart around the country, so that will be special time for 
them.  You can pray for extra energy for the grandparents too. 
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I (Debbie) have been busy supporting the BMS action team who 
arrived a month ago.  Rebekah, Rachel and Rachel will be in Ne-
pal for six months doing a variety of things.  We've also been sup-
porting another gap year friend, Sifa, who is working at KISC (our 
children's school for the year).  It's a privilege to mentor and en-
courage these four through the ups and downs of life away from 
family, in a new culture and to see them grow as they step out in 
faith.  A journey down memory lane for me too, as I think back to 
my own action team year in 1993/4!  Such formative days.  Please 
pray for these four young women.   
 
Meanwhile Chris is busy organising a conference for the Interna-
tional Nepal Fellowship that will bring together people from across 
the INF family for three days. Please pray that things will come to-
gether and God will use the time. 
 
A new anti-conversion law came into effect in Nepal in Octo-
ber.  This could severely curtail religious freedom here if imple-
mented.  Here are a couple of links if you are interested to know 
more. 
 
http://www.csw.org.uk/2017/10/20/press/3763/article.htm 
 
http://kathmandupost.ekantipur.com/printedition/news/2017-10-29/
not-secular.html 
 
 
We look forward to seeing many of you soon and, as ever, are 
grateful for you support and prayers. 
 
With our love 
Debbie and Chris 
 
 For information—Aproven to significantly increase your 
experience of God and improve your mental health. And 
yet, many of us simply don’t know how to go about it. Je-
sus’ disciples certainly didn’t and so they asked, “Teach 
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Crowhurst Weekend 
 

16th-18th March 2018 
 

Crowhurst is a Christian Healing and Retreat Centre in 
Sussex and we have booked the centre for a church re-
treat next year. Please see the leaflet which gives fur-
ther information about our stay there. The Crowhurst 
website gives more information about the Centre: http://
www.crowhursthealing.org.uk. Paula is also happy to 
share her experience of going on retreat there. 
 
Spaces are limited so please use the signup sheet in 
the Link to express an interest in joining this event. 
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THE FEED PROJECT 

When you read this you may be planning your Christmas 
meals or have enjoyed them.  Can we now do our bit to 
help those who found this very difficult because they do 
not have enough money for all that Christmas entails?   

On January the 7th and 14th we shall be collecting food 
etc. for the Vineyard Church’s Foodbank. 

 
We have had a special request for the following items. 

They are needed urgently! 
 

Tinned meat/pies 
Longlife milk and coffee 

Fruit juice/squash 
Cooking sauces 

Washing detergents 
Toiletries/toilet paper 

 
Can you please try to bring some of these items as they 
rely on food donations and have a good supply of other 

items from harvest donations. They are always very 
grateful for what we take to them. Thank you in anticipa-

tion. 
 

Pat Rowley and Linda Williams 
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How to SPEND Christmas 
 

Spend on jumpers, socks and hats 
Spend on turkey, trims and fats 
Spend on puddings plump and round 
Spend in shops around the town. 

Give to kiddies “Oh so cute!” 
Give to families “Here’s what suits.” 
Give to neighbours and friends dear, 
Give to needy and bring cheer. 

But test the message of the day 
God did the giving in His way. 
There’s a puzzle in what it means 
What’s the message behind the scenes? 

He spent Himself, it seems to me. 
So let us gladly all agree  
To celebrate this wondrous day 
Thanking God in our own way. 
 
John W. Peters, Christmas 2017 

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

26 

 

 

How to SPEND Christmas 
 

Spend on jumpers, socks and hats 
Spend on turkey, trims and fats 
Spend on puddings plump and round 
Spend in shops around the town. 

Give to kiddies “Oh so cute!” 
Give to families “Here’s what suits.” 
Give to neighbours and friends dear, 
Give to needy and bring cheer. 

But test the message of the day 
God did the giving in His way. 
There’s a puzzle in what it means 
What’s the message behind the scenes? 

He spent Himself, it seems to me. 
So let us gladly all agree  
To celebrate this wondrous day 
Thanking God in our own way. 
 
John W. Peters, Christmas 2017 



27 

December 2017/January 2018 

 

 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

3rd - Bill Tromans 
22nd - Leslie Jones 

 
Mary’s Lullaby 

 
Sleep now my baby throughout the night long. 
Tread softly now you shepherds disturb not my 

song. 
Outside the cold wind howls loud in the trees. 
Here in the stable is God’s calm and peace. 

Sleep now my baby throughout the night long. 
Tread softly now my baby you shepherds  disturb 

not my song. 
 

Sleep now my baby God’s gift to mankind. 
I’ll comfort and cherish you while you are mine. 
All that we have now are the gifts the shepherds 

bring. 
One day all people will call you their King. 
Sleep now my baby God’s gift to mankind. 

I’ll comfort and cherish you whilst you are mine. 
 

A poem by Marjorie Jones, written sometime ago 
and printed in ‘Reflections’, 
A Dagnall Street Anthology. 

 
Happy Birthday to all Christmas babies.    
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JANUARY 2018 BIRTHDAYS 
 

3rd - Ruth Seckerson and Marie Rowson 
9th - Brian Branch 

10th - Barbara Penn 
 

We remember loyal supporters, Jeffrey Shep-
pard  and Frances Taylor, who had birthdays this 

month. 

Edith Sitwell wrote, “ Love is not changed by 
Death, and nothing is lost and all in the end is 

harvest” 
 

Bishop Desmond Tutu said, 

”Goodness is stronger than evil… Love is 
stronger than hate… Light is stronger than dark-

ness… Life is stronger than death. 

  
Linda Williams 
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Pastoral News 
 
The following friends in the 
church would welcome your pray-
ers: 
 

Vera Mills, David Hance, Les Jones, Edna Weir, Cathy 
Hill, Joan Goodall, Dennis & Marie Rowson, Geoff and 
Alison Ashmore, Alison and Graham Pinder, Rosemary 
Ware, Elspeth MacKenzie and Liz Blight 
 
We give thanks for the safe arrival of a baby boy to 
Emma & Colm Johnson. 
 

'Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 

Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not; 
As Thou hast been Thou for ever will be.' 
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December 2016 Gift Service 
 
Last year you very generously donated over 50 presents for dis-
tribution amongst local needy children.  This year we will once 
again be accepting gifts during our Christmas Family Service on 
Sunday morning 10th December. 
 
The plan is to invite you all to include an extra item on your 
Christmas shopping list, which you could buy at a toy shop.  We 
suggest that you then wrap it up and include a brief description, 
on a post-it note stuck to the outside, so that it can be appropri-
ately given to a suitable child. 
 
The presents will be received at the Christmas Family Service 
on Sunday morning 10th December and then passed on to the 
St Albans & Hertsmere Women’s Refuge for distribution 
amongst needy children in time for Christmas. 
 
Happy toy-shopping!  
 
The Mission Team        
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RECENT TRIP TO THE GENESIS SHOP IN 
SHEFFIELD 

 
 
Tuesday 7th November was the day set aside for the 6 monthly 
130 mile trip up the M1 to Sheffield.  The van was fully loaded 
with approximately 150 bags and boxes of clothes, household 
items and books.  Certainly, a recent record; the van was full to 
the gunwales, (nautical terminology seems appropriate as it was 
drizzling as we loaded up and torrential rain on the return trip!) 
   
Arriving in Sheffield on time at 11.30am, the load was gratefully 
received by the loyal and dedicated team at the Genesis Shop 
on the Manor Estate who will by now have sorted and labelled 
all the items ready for sale.  Interestingly, as the goods were un-
loaded, there were several comments from helpers indicating 
that customers were in need of certain items.  It was as though 
particular requests had been fulfilled! 
 
A big thankyou to everyone involved, especially to all who con-
tributed goods, also to those who have had to put up with the 
ever increasing build-up of bags of clothes in the lower store, to 
Trevor for contributing surplus car boot sale stock, to David 
Baker who has been organising and driving the van for more 
years than I can remember, and to David Hobbs who manhan-
dled the entire stock from the store room and graciously assist-
ed in loading the van in the rain!  And, not forgetting the loyal 
team in Sheffield who week after week ensure that local folk 
have a charity shop available, and who generously availed us of 
tea, coffee and the most enormous sausage baps – but then I 
guess that’s just one of the many good things about Yorkshire! 
 
Chris Penn 
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CYRUS PRAYER 
MEETING  

SATURDAY 20th JAN. 
10.30am – 12.00 

 
We support our mission 
activities in various ways; 
one of the most practical 
is financial.  Another valu-
able way is by increasing 
our awareness of projects 

both close to home and further afield.  But perhaps 
most importantly, it is our prayer support for all these 
activities that is the most effective. 
 
Project Cyrus is a sensitive BMS World Mission project 
focusing on North Korea.  The most effective way in 
which we can support this project is through prayer, and 
we can do this as part of our personal prayer routine, 
particularly if we have signed up to receive prayer let-
ters for the project from BMS, (go to 
www.bmsworldmission.org/get-involved/pray/cyrus).   
 
But on Saturday 20th January 2018, from 10.30am to 12 
mid-day, we will have an opportunity to share with oth-
ers from the Baptist family at a specially organised 
“Project Cyrus” prayer event at Dagnall Street, when 
we will be led by representatives from BMS as we learn 
more about and pray for this vital work.  All are most 
welcome to come along and share in this vital prayer 
ministry.   
 
Chris Penn 
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Jessie Blair would like to invite anyone who would like 
to come to a weekly get together on Fridays from 
10.30am. 

Coffee and tea will be served (and maybe a biscuit or 
two).  Come along and meet some new friends and old 
friends and have sometime to get to know each other 
better and exchange good ideas, skills and knowledge. 

Come along to:  391 Watford Road, Chiswell Green,  
AL2 3DF 

Telephone:  01727 768887 

email:  jessieblair37@gmail.com 
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PASTORAL CARE MATTERS 
  

The Minister, Simon and members of 
the Pastoral Team are always happy to 
make appointments to visit, talk or pray 
with you.  This can take place in your 
home, at Cross Street or at our homes 
at your convenience and at mutually 
convenient times. 
  
Our Minister, Simon (01727 854041) 
can be contacted direct. 
  

Brian Branch (01727 852738), Marjorie and Leslie Jones (01727 
841845) Jessie Blair (01727 768887) and Ray Saunders (01727 
830260) are also active members of the Pastoral Team. 
  
Simon and the team hope you will notify them of anybody who 
you think may be ill, lonely or who needs help. 
  
Pastoral Team 
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           CHURCH & CENTRE ROOM BOOKINGS 
  
To contact Danny Smith regarding Church and Centre room 
booking enquiries: 
  
Tel:  01727 568162 (new number) 
email: bookings@dsbc.org.uk 

            Monday Table Tennis/ Games            
                    Club      
We recommence on; Monday 8th January   
through to Monday;  26th March 2018 
 
We meet every Monday from 10.30am till 
1pm in the main Hall 

Table Tennis – Snooker – Pool – Carpet Bowls – Chess 
– Draughts and  
other table games.   Refreshments availa-
ble in Cross St; Centre Cafe   
 
All are welcomed for a time of fun and fellowship 
 
               Trevor Oakley 

DAYCARE 
  
Daycare meets every Tuesday during school term time, at 
the Age Concern Centre, St  Peters Street.  If you know 
of anyone who would like to come along for lunch and 
companionship please contact Jessie Blair on email: 
jessieblair37@gmail.com. 
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                                 FELLOWSHIP LUNCH 
  

The  next Fellowship Lunch will be held on Thursday,18th  January 
2018 at 12.30pm in the Cross Street Café. 
  
Everyone is welcome. 
  
Diane Graham 
  

              WHO LET THE DAD’S OUT!! 
  
 The  meeting this month and next will be on Saturday,  
9th December and Saturday,  13th January. 10am to 
12pm in the Lower Hall. 
  
Come along and have some fun! Dads, Granddads, Un-
cles—all welcome. 

                  KNITTING GROUP 
  
The knitting group will meet on Tuesday, 19th Decem-
ber and Tuesday, 16th January,  in Cross Street from 
11am—12.30pm and welcomes anyone who would 
like to join with us.  Some bring their own knitting or 

crochet projects whilst other knit and crochet for the charity ‘Knit 
for Peace’. 
  

                                  SCRABBLE CLUB 
  
Scrabble Club will be held on Tuesday 12th Decem-
ber and Tuesday. 9th and 23rd January  at 2.30pm 
in the Cross Street Centre. 
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HOMEGROUP/FELLOWSHIP GROUP 
 
 
The Homegroup/Fellowship group/Cell group/Mid-
week meeting (call it what you will) is an important 
aspect of church life - offering an opportunity for a 
‘spiritual lift’ between Sundays. 
 
As we meet together on a regular basis, in homes, 
our relationships with God and with each other devel-
ops – for the benefit of all. 
 
Such groups usually include Bible Study, Prayer and 
Fellowship - over light refreshments. 
 
A NEW GROUP IS UNDER CONSIDERATION – TO 

BE LED BY EWEN AND NOREEN GILHESPY 
 

If you are interested in becoming part of it … please 
contact either of them by: 
 
Email: ewen.gilhespy@ntlworld.com  

  noreen.gilhespy@gmail.com 
 

Phone: 01707 267682 
 
We would like to discover what prospective members 
consider to be the best day and time of meeting; how 
often to meet and even … what topics of Bible Study 
they might be interested in. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
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A CHRISTMAS POEM AND QUIZ 
 
On Christmas Eve the snow all swirled 
Across a frozen ice clad world 
White coating all both near and far 
Moonlight glinted and a star 
Sparkled brightly in the sky 
As though the cold it would defy 
Some carol singers down below 
Stood huddled with their lights aglow 
 
Their leader wandered to and fro 
A doubt her face began to show 
She aspired to guide them though 
Where they were she couldn’t know 
For drifts had now obscured the scene 
Their footprints marked where they had  
been 
Her wellies scrunched upon the snow 
As she sought where she should go 
 
She marshalled everyone together 
They set off through the winter weather 
The others followed where she led 
She wished they could drive round instead 
Of pacing through that winter’s night 
Along a carpet decked in white 
She really didn’t want to stop 
At last the wind began to drop 
 
A thin mist settled on the ground 
Their muffled footsteps made no sound 
She made a cast – left then right 
To try to remedy their plight 
Until an obstacle unknown 
Tripped her and she lay there prone 
Muddled, dazed and cloaked in dirt 
She checked her limbs had not been hurt 

cont.. 

The snow has cleared 
sufficiently for the 
carol singers to see 
where they are. They 
have already identi-
fied that they are in a 
drive (underlined). 
However, they need 
to identify some land-
marks or landscape 
features which could 
be found on a local 
walking map to guide 
them home. There are 
15 to find. Can you 
help the singers to 
locate them and as-
sist in rescuing them 
from the winter 
weather? 

39 

December 2017/January 2018 

 

 

A CHRISTMAS POEM AND QUIZ 
 
On Christmas Eve the snow all swirled 
Across a frozen ice clad world 
White coating all both near and far 
Moonlight glinted and a star 
Sparkled brightly in the sky 
As though the cold it would defy 
Some carol singers down below 
Stood huddled with their lights aglow 
 
Their leader wandered to and fro 
A doubt her face began to show 
She aspired to guide them though 
Where they were she couldn’t know 
For drifts had now obscured the scene 
Their footprints marked where they had  
been 
Her wellies scrunched upon the snow 
As she sought where she should go 
 
She marshalled everyone together 
They set off through the winter weather 
The others followed where she led 
She wished they could drive round instead 
Of pacing through that winter’s night 
Along a carpet decked in white 
She really didn’t want to stop 
At last the wind began to drop 
 
A thin mist settled on the ground 
Their muffled footsteps made no sound 
She made a cast – left then right 
To try to remedy their plight 
Until an obstacle unknown 
Tripped her and she lay there prone 
Muddled, dazed and cloaked in dirt 
She checked her limbs had not been hurt 

cont.. 

The snow has cleared 
sufficiently for the 
carol singers to see 
where they are. They 
have already identi-
fied that they are in a 
drive (underlined). 
However, they need 
to identify some land-
marks or landscape 
features which could 
be found on a local 
walking map to guide 
them home. There are 
15 to find. Can you 
help the singers to 
locate them and as-
sist in rescuing them 
from the winter 
weather? 



Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

40 

 

 

Then springing up triumphantly 
She called her friends to come and see 
Her fall and all her body heat 
Had cleared the ground around her feet 
Their full location was revealed 
As the snow began to yield 
And with the words within this rhyme 
They’d still get home for Christmastime 
 
Megan Thomas  2017 
 
The solution is on page  52 
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Christmas Walk 
 
Our walk this year 
will be on Wednes-
day 27th December 
and will be around 
Bowman’s Lakes, 
London Colney. 
 
We will meet at 
The Colney Fox 
(which is on the left 
just after the bridge 
when driving 
through London 
Colney) at 12:00 
for lunch. The pub 
has a large pay-
and-display* car 
park and, of 
course, toilets. 
 

Weather permitting, this will be followed by a 3 mile 
walk starting at about 13:00. As usual, it will be easy 
for anyone who does not want to walk that far to do a 
shorter walk. 
 
We look forward to seeing you for the walk, the lunch 
or for both. 
 
For further information, speak to Colin or Sue Owen. 
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THE LAST WALK 
 
It was the last day of the holiday.  They woke as they had each 
day to a cloudless, cobalt blue sky and already the day prom-
ised to be hot. 
 
They went straight to the beach. The sea lay stretched out be-
fore them, vast, empty and silent, only the tiny wavelets making 
a gentle whoosh as they touched the shore.  They swam, then 
floated face to the sun, drenched in light and sea air.  Utter 
bliss. 
 
They lingered over breakfast, planning the day, and decided to 
walk along the beach and round the headland to the next bay 
for lunch. 
 
The temperature quickly rose as they walked and they retreated 
to the shade of the volcanic cliff face. 
 
They talked and laughed, splashing into the sea occasionally  
to cool off, shorts and t-shirts quickly drying in the heat. 
 
As it neared midday they reached the headland but what had 
been beach at its base was now covered by water—the tide 
had come in and they hadn’t noticed.  They turned to retrace 
their steps; their stomachs lurched and blood started to pound 
in chests and ears.  Huge waves were now smashing against 
the cliffs where just a short while ago they had walked and 
searched for shells.  Should they try to swim?  Impossible, they 
would never make it.  The only way back was to scramble up 
the cliff face and over the top to the other side. 
 
The sun was now white hot and blazed down on them as they 
began to clamber up the slope.  Their skin felt on fire and per-
spiration soaked their shorts and tops. 
 
At last they hauled themselves over the last ragged cliff edge.  
They stood upright on the top, eyes raking their surroundings.  
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In spikey thorn bushes.  No sound, no movement of air—a 
wilderness, bleak and forbidding.  “We need to head in that 
direction, we can’t stay here”, he said, “An hour should see 
us over the top and back down to the village”.  She had no 
sense of where the village lay.  He seemed so confident that 
she was grateful to follow. 
 
They talked for a while to encourage themselves and each 
other as they struggled through the shrubby growth, the 
stony ground trying to penetrate the flimsy soles of their san-
dals, the thorns tearing and snagging at their legs. 
 
They soon fell silent , tongues stuck to the roof of their 
mouths, lips dry and cracking.  The hot, still air was so thick 
and heavy it seemed to bear down on them and burned their 
airways and lungs as they tried to breathe.  Life saving mois-
ture was sucked out through their skin and their bodies felt 
bloated, the flesh about to burst open.   
 
She looked down at her throbbing feet and saw that the thin 
straps of her shoes were embedded deep in her flesh.  Sud-
denly, she stumbled and fell heavily to her knees, remaining 
there, frozen.  He turned back and heard her rasping voice: !I 
can’t go any further, you go, get some help.”  “You can, you 
must keep moving, GET UP NOW!”.  He dragged her to her 
feet and they moved forward, one painful step after the other. 
 
Suddenly, he let out an ear splitting shriek; a thorn had 
pierced through the instep of his sneakers.  She dropped to 
her knees and with a jerk pulled it out, watching the trickling 
blood soak his shoe.  The canvass had become moulded to 
his skin and he knew if he took the shoe off, he would never 
get it back on again.   
 
They struggled on, eyes fixed to the ground ahead, each of-
fering a supporting hand when they stumbled.  “We are going 
to die up here, Lord, please help us”. 
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Two long hours passed and, at last, the ground began to 
slope downwards.  They lifted their eyes and, in the dis-
tance, below them, they could see the white shapes of vil-
lage houses and cafes. 
  
New life filled them and they thought about water and lunch 
and going home tomorrow. 
 
 
This is another story that was penned by one of the par-
ticipants on the recent Creative Writing Course. 
 
The author would like to remain anonymous! 
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THE CANTILENA LADIES 
CHOIR 

 
Will be performing at 

 
St Saviours Church 

Sandpit Lane 
During the Christmas Tree Festival 

 
On 

 
SUNDAY  

17th DECEMBER 
From  

3pm to 4.30pm 
 

A variety of well known pieces and seasonal 
classics will be performed 
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TORTE CAPRESE 
 

80g shelled pistachio nuts 
100g salted butter 
250g dark chocolate (70%) 
4 eggs separated 
160g icing sugar 
150g ground almonds 
 
Preheat oven to 180°C and grease and line a loose bottomed 
cake tin (23cms). 
 
Melt the chocolate and butter in a bowl over warm simmering 
water.  In a bowl whisk the egg whites until stiff.  In another 
bowl whisk the egg yolks and icing sugar until pale.  Pour 
melted chocolate and butter mix onto the egg yolk and icing 
sugar mix and stir.  Fold in the pistachio nuts and ground al-
monds.  Then fold in the egg whites.  Pour the batter into the 
prepared tin and bake for 30 mins.  Rest the cake for 10 mins 
before removing from the tin. 
 
Serve with mascarpone. 
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bowl whisk the egg yolks and icing sugar until pale.  Pour 
melted chocolate and butter mix onto the egg yolk and icing 
sugar mix and stir.  Fold in the pistachio nuts and ground al-
monds.  Then fold in the egg whites.  Pour the batter into the 
prepared tin and bake for 30 mins.  Rest the cake for 10 mins 
before removing from the tin. 
 
Serve with mascarpone. 
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CHRISTMAS BELLS 
 

The season of Advent is upon us once more.   We are recalling 
and rejoicing again, in the Greatest Gift ever given to this world.  
The Gift of God’s love—Our Lord Jesus Christ..  Above every-
thing else Christmas means this.   However we celebrate the 
season and make use of the occasion, it means most to those 
who recall this primary meaning. 
 
We shall have our festivities, and especially shall we join with 
the children in all that belongs to the season for them.  Decora-
tions and star-spangled  trees, bulging stockings of mystery  and 
wonder, parties and games, goodwill and gifts to receive and 
give.   
 
We shall remember the less fortunate, and seek  to make the 
season one of joy for them.  The spirit of generosity  will freely 
flow to all in need.  Our own Toy Service in the Sunday School 
offers  a wonderful opportunity.  How good to see the faces of 
the children as they bring their gifts! And what a joy to those who 
are to receive these parcels!    
 
We shall too, not forget those in hospitals and institutions—the 
sick and infirm and aged.  There are those too, for whom a little 
thoughtfulness will banish the usual loneliness. 
 
“The  Stranger within the Gates” must be remembered.  ‘Home’ 
is probably far away—in a distant part  of another  land.  Or invi-
tation, or even a card, will mean much. 
 
If then, in the Name of Him  whose Coming we celebrate, we 
show this spirit of goodwill and gladness to others, we shall  
know somethings of the experience of which Whittier speaks ; 
“The heart must ring Thy Christmas bells……! 
 
Revd F F Pepper 
Published in the Church Magazine December 1949 
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COPY DATE FOR THE FEBRUARY  
EDITION OF THE MAGAZINE 

THURSDAY  
18th JANUARY 2018 

 
Thank you all for your contributions to this bumper 
edition of the magazine.  The poems and the stories 
are magnificent. 
 
I am, at the time of writing this, panicking about 
what to buy friends for Christmas and how little time 
I have to think about it and execute the purchase!!  
I’m sure it will all come together.  And, of course, 
there’s the baking—I’ve still to buy supplies!!   And 
the writing and sending of Christmas cards!! So 
much to do!! 
 
Jan and I started Christmas off last Sunday with a 
trip to the Albert Hall to sing Handel’s ‘Messiah’ as 
part of the scratch choir.  It is my third time and 
Jan’s fourth time of attending and it never loses its 
breathtaking appeal.  People from all over the world 
come and sing and this year there was a group from 
Colombia—which was a first.   
 
I hope everyone has a lovely Christmas and you are 
a bit more ahead than I am with the details of the 
festive season! 
 
Glynis 
glynis.griffiths1@gmail.com 
01462 733665 
07709 618571 
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ON THIS DAY 
 

FAIRLY FROSTY 
20th December 1684 saw the start of a frost so savage that the 
Thames in London froze to a depth of 11 inches and stayed that 
way for two months.  Even parts of the North Sea froze.  Bad 
news for ships and chilblains, but terrific fun for everyone else, 
who took to the ice for a ‘Frost Fair’. A great street was built 
from the Temple to Southwark, with shops, shows and even an 
ox roast on a spit. 
 
POETIC JUSTICE 
Roman army commander Flavius Vespasian made a terrible 
mistake– he fell asleep during a poetry reading by one of histo-
ry’s most infamous tyrants, Emperor Nero.  He was cast out 
from imperial favour and ’demoted’ to deal with a Jewish revolt 
in Judea.  However, Vespasian used this banishment to develop 
a new power base, and he was eventually declared Emperor 
himself on 21st December AD69.  He then used the booty looted 
from Jerusalem to build one of the greatest Roman symbols—
the Coliseum. 
 
NICE AND SPICY 
25th December 1616, Captain Nathaniel Courthope claimed the 
Indonesian spice island of Run, with its valuable nutmeg forest, 
for Britain.  Unfortunately, a spy betrayed him t the Dutch; he 
was murdered an dhis new territory seized.  This irked the Brit-
ish and, when the nations finally signed a truce years later, they 
demanded recompense.  The Dutch agreed to give them anoth-
er small island, which they then considered worthless.  This 
turned out to be considerably more valuable that the little spice 
island—it was Manhattan.  
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Christmas Quiz 2017 =  SOLUTION 
 
Landmarks or landscape features which could be found on a local 
walking map (1 wall, 2 farm, 3 park, 4 road, 5 spire, 6 ford, 7 well, 
8 marsh, 9 river (river is hidden with drive), 10 path, 11 castle, 12 
mud, 13 spring, 14 heath, 15 mast).  
 
On Christmas Eve the snow all swirled 
Across a frozen ice clad world 
White coating all both near and far 
Moonlight glinted and a star 
Sparkled brightly in the sky 
As though the cold it would defy 
Some carol singers down below 
Stood huddled with their lights aglow 
 
Their leader wandered to and fro 
A doubt her face began to show 
She aspired to guide them though 
Where they were she couldn’t know 
For drifts had now obscured the scene 
Their footprints marked where they had been 
Her wellies scrunched upon the snow 
As she sought where she should go 
 
She marshalled everyone together 
They set off through the winter weather 
The others followed where she led 
She wished they could drive round instead 
Of pacing through that winter’s night 
Along a carpet decked in white 
She really didn’t want to stop 
At last the wind began to drop 
 
A thin mist settled on the ground 
Their muffled footsteps made no sound 
She made a cast – left then right 

cont.. 
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To try to remedy their plight 
Until an obstacle unknown 
Tripped her and she lay there prone 
Muddled, dazed and cloaked in dirt 
She checked her limbs had not been hurt 
  
Then springing up triumphantly 
She called her friends to come and see 
Her fall and all her body heat 
Had cleared the ground around her feet 
Their full location was revealed 
As the snow began to yield 
And with the words within this rhyme 
They’d still get home for Christmastime 
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What, When and Where December 2017 
 
Saturday   2 Prayer Hour 
   10.00am Cross Street Room 5 
Tuesday   5 Church Members meeting 
   7.45pm Room 3 Cross Street Centre 
Wednesday 6 Free Church Service in the Abbey 
   11.00am The Rev’d Richard Lowson - Joint 
   Superintendent Minister of the Methodist  
   West Herts. & Border Circuit 
Saturday   9 Who Let the Dads Out? 
   10.00am – 12.00pm Lower Hall 
Saturday   9 Carols in Christopher Place 
   12.00 – 1.00pm 
Tuesday 12 Bible Study 
   10.30am Cross Street Centre, 8.00pm at the 
   Manse 
Tuesday 12 Scrabble Club 
   2.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Friday  15 Cross Street Christmas 
   11.00am – 2.00pm Cross Street Cafe 
Tuesday 19 Knitting Group 
   11.00am – 12.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Wednesday 27  Christmas Walk – Bowman’s Lakes  
   London Colney 
   Meet 12.00pm for lunch (Colney Fox) – walk 
   starts 1.00pm  
 
Regular Events 
  
Mondays: Table tennis & Games Club 10.30am – 1.30pm 
Lower Hall 
Tuesdays: (term time) Daycare 10am – 2pm Age Concern 
St Peters Street 
Wednesdays: (term time) Toddlers 9.45am – 11.15am Low-
er Hall 
Fridays: (term time) TFN 6.30pm – 8.30pm Lower Hall  
Fridays: (term time) TFN Seniors 7.00pm – 8.30pm Cross 
Street Centre 
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What, When and Where January 2018 
 
Wednesday 3 Free Church Service in the Abbey 
   11.00am The Rev’d Simon Carver   
   Minister Dagnall Street Baptist Church St Albans 
Saturday   6 Prayer Hour 
   10.00am Cross Street Room 5 
Tuesday   9 Bible Study 
   10.30am Cross Street Centre, 8.00pm at the  
   Manse 
Tuesday   9 Scrabble Club 
   2.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Saturday 13 Who Let the Dads Out? 
   10.00am – 12.00pm Lower Hall 
Tuesday 16 Knitting Group 
   11.00am – 12.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Thursday 18 Baptist Fellowship Lunch 
   12.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Thursday 18 Deacons’ Meeting 
   7.45pm Room 5 Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday 23 Scrabble Club 
   2.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Saturday 27 Messy Church 
   9.15 – 11.45am Lower Hall 
 

 
 
 
Sunday Services 
 
10.30am and 6.30pm, with groups for children at the 10.30am 
service 
6.30pm services in January and February will be held in Cross 
Street Centre 

55 

December 2017/January 2018 

 

 

What, When and Where January 2018 
 
Wednesday 3 Free Church Service in the Abbey 
   11.00am The Rev’d Simon Carver   
   Minister Dagnall Street Baptist Church St Albans 
Saturday   6 Prayer Hour 
   10.00am Cross Street Room 5 
Tuesday   9 Bible Study 
   10.30am Cross Street Centre, 8.00pm at the  
   Manse 
Tuesday   9 Scrabble Club 
   2.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Saturday 13 Who Let the Dads Out? 
   10.00am – 12.00pm Lower Hall 
Tuesday 16 Knitting Group 
   11.00am – 12.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Thursday 18 Baptist Fellowship Lunch 
   12.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Thursday 18 Deacons’ Meeting 
   7.45pm Room 5 Cross Street Centre 
Tuesday 23 Scrabble Club 
   2.30pm Cross Street Centre 
Saturday 27 Messy Church 
   9.15 – 11.45am Lower Hall 
 

 
 
 
Sunday Services 
 
10.30am and 6.30pm, with groups for children at the 10.30am 
service 
6.30pm services in January and February will be held in Cross 
Street Centre 



Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

56 

 

 

Dagnall  Street  Baptist  Church  and  Cross  Street  Centre  Magazine  

56 

 

 


